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Putting Books 


on the map 


Every schoolboy knows the first 
essential for finding treasure—a map! 
For those who seek their treasure 
among books, orderly arrangement 
in accordance with a standard scheme 
of subject classification serves the 
same purpose, bringing them to the 
book they want with the least 
delay. 

B.N.B. is this kind of ‘map’—a 
subject-classified list which enables 
you to find any book on any subject 
in a matter of minutes, even when 
you don’t know the author or title, 
or when the title doesn’t give a clue 
to the subject. It is the classified 
arrangement, done with expert skill, 
which makes B.N.B. so valuable to 
those who have constantly to trace 
and supply information on British 
books on every conceivable subject. 
Not only do you find the information 
quickly in B.N.B., but you’re more 
certain to find it, and it’s completely 
reliable—for its editors actually see 
and handle every book deposited at 
the British Museum. 


Praise from all quarters : 


“ A necessary companion in every bookshop 
where English books are to be found.”— 
Times Literary Supplement 


“ An indispensable source of reference.” — 
A Special Librarian. 


“Far in advance of any other cumulative 
booklist.”"-—A well-known bookseller. 


“ The most effective tool for tracing recent 
British publications we possess.”—Journal of 
Documentation. 


“Incomparably the finest tool in our 
armoury.”—A leading London bookseller. 
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Interpretation 


CHARLES E. RAVEN 
The theological implications of 
the new view of the history of 
science set out in Science and 
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of Poetry 


tT. 6. SEIor 
The National Book League 
Annual Lecture 1953. 
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What Shall I 
Read Next ? 


F. SEYMOUR SMITH 
2,000 books published since 
1900, classified and annotated 
by the author of An English 
Library. 10s. 6d. net 


Justice in England 


R. M. JACKSON 


A shrewd and _ entertaining 
account of the machinery of 
justice in England, addressed 
to laymen as well as to lawyers. 

30s. net 


The Crofting Problem 


ADAM COLLIER 


A study of the social and 
economic problems of those 
parts of the Scottish Highlands 
where farming is combined 
with fishing, weaving and other 
activities. 25s. net 
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Thinking about Genesis 


MARGARET MONROE 


The old Testament in general and its oldest book in particular have 
for some time been regarded as of little practical value for Christians 
today. The author of this book sets out to take us back to the 
beginning of the story, to show us Genesis as essential to an under- 
standing of the whole scheme of man’s salvation and to solve some 
of the many problems involved in its study. 

10s. 6d, net 


Corpus Christi 


Studies in the Church and the Eucharist 
E. L. MASCALL 


The theme of this penetrating and original book is the Church as 
the Mystical Body of Christ, sustained and nourished by the Sacrament 
of Christ’s Body and Blood. This work will be a considerable 
contribution to liturgical and theological discussion of the subject. 
1gs. net 


The Christian Hope 


J. E. FISON 


This book has been written with the conviction that the primary 
need of the Church today is a renewal of hope. The Early Christians 
found such a hope in the doctrine of the Coming of the Lord, and it 
is the heart of this doctrine which the Church as a whole must 
rediscover. 

21s. net 


The Development of 
Christian Worship 


An Outline of Liturgical History 
DOM BENEDICT STEUART 


This work, which sets out the latest results of liturgical research, is 
intended to serve as a text-book on the history of Christian worship. 
It is divided into two parts: Sacrifice and Prayer. 
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65 DAVIES STREET LONDON W.1 
Opinions expressed by the contributors are 
Lot necessarily those of the British Council 
Vorid ¢ right P ssion to repr e any 
the contents of this periodical must ¢ 
tained from: The Editor, British Book News. 
NUMBER 161 JANUARY 1954 
SINCE British Book News made its modest first appearance in 1940, it 


has steadily developed its aim of bringing the best of the literature issued 
by British publishers to the notice of readers in foreign countries and the 
English-speaking world. The term ‘literature’ is widely interpreted to cover 
the best books (including new editions) in every subject, from the strictly 
factual to the interpretative and the imaginative. Cheerfulness breaks in, 
of course, in the inclusion of books for man’s relaxation and lighter moments, 
fiction is well represented, the younger reader is not forgotten, and the 
work of the translator has its place. There are books for all tastes and the 
criterion is merit. 


Restrictions of space prohibit more than the briefest expression of opinion 
and each review therefore concentrates upon stating what a book is about, 
why it is good, and the type of reader to whom it should appeal: student, 
specialist, general reader, etc. Over the years British Book News has built up 
an authoritative panel of reviewers who are experts in their subjects, and no 
small thanks are due to them for compressing the essence of a book into 
the limited number of words allowed, when they would much prefer— 
and would generally find it easier—to be more expansive. Their reviews 
decide which books are to be included, for none appears unless a reviewer 
has recommended it as good in its own kind. 


The present issue introduces an innovation in the shape of notices of the 
most important periodicals (for quick reference they are starred in the 
margin). Information about these is sometimes hard to come by, and it 
is hoped that their regular inclusion will further increase the usefulness of 
British Book News to the librarians, specialists, teachers, students, booksellers 
and general readers all over the world who use it continuously as a guide to 
selection. 
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THE CONSERVATION OF LOCAL AND PRIVATE 
ARCHIVES IN ENGLAND: AND THE WORK 
OF THE BRITISH RECORDS ASSOCIATION 


SIR HILARY JENKINSON 


ARCHIVES are the written Documents which accumulate in the course 
of the Conduct of Affairs (at any date) by Individuals or Institutions who 
subsequently preserve them for reference: Affairs of any kind, public or 
private, important or unimportant; Documents of any variety—Accounts, 
Minutes, Deeds, Registers, or what you will. As the practice of writing 
became more and more general so has this natural accumulation of Archives 
increased continually in England during the last nine centuries. Moreover, 
for a variety of reasons—the unwillingness which we all experience to 
destroy papers once we have put them away, the big part played by precedent 
in the development of our legal, social and political organisation, and the 
comparative absence of violent revolutions in our history—very large 
quantitites of Documents have survived to our own time as a result of most 
of the activities in which men engage. The activities of Government, 
Central and Local; activities of the Church and other Religious Bodies; 
activities of Guilds, Companies, Societies, Colleges and Corporations of 
every kind; private activities of Individuals and Families especially in 
connexion with the ownership and management of Land but also in 
Industry and Commerce—all have made their contribution to the total. 
We have a certain amount from the eleventh century and rather more from 
the twelfth; with the thirteenth century formal Archive-keeping becomes 
a regular practice in all branches of administration; and accumulations grow 
steadily in number, size and complexity through the fourteenth and fifteenth: 
finally with the other ‘Renaissance’ movements comes the extension of the 
habit of writing (hitherto practised mainly by professionals) to all classes and 
with it the addition to Archives of personalia of every kind—Correspondence, 
Journals and Memoranda in the forms which we ourselves know and practise. 

It is true that in the past—and down to our own time—Archive-keeping 
has often meant no more than putting Documents away (generally in places 
not suitable for any other purpose) and subsequently forgetting them: 
‘thou may’st not kill but need’st not strive officiously to keep alive’ has 
been the motto; and large quantities of Archives have perished through 
mere neglect if not by active destruction. On the other hand there has 
grown up gradually during the last three or four centuries a realisation that 
Documents no longer important for the purposes for which they were 
originally kept might furnish incidentally evidence for research of every 
kind—evidence which was the more valuable on account of that very 
incidental, and therefore unprejudiced, character. The publications (now 
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running into hundreds of volumes) of numerous ‘Record’ Societies founded 
during the last century in the interests of Local, Legal and other special 
branches of History, and the changed character of compilations such as the 
new edition of G.E.C.’s Complete Peerage or the English Historical Review, 
bear witness to the changes in Research methods due to increased use of 
Documentary Sources. Indeed some branches of Historical Knowledge— 
such as that invention of the mid-nineteenth century, Economic History, 
and that still later invention, Administrative History—could not exist 
without them. In short, it is safe to say that once writing has come into general 
use in business or administration there is literally no subject of human interest 
which may not find illustration in the Documents they produced if these have 
survived to us. 

So far the Exploiter of new fields: but latterly another figure has come 
on the scene—the Archivist: an altruist interested not so much in what he 
himself can get out of Archives as in their conservation for the benefit of 
others. The public attention drawn by the work of Scholars such as Dugdale 
and Rymer, in the seventeenth and eightcenth centuries, to the new sources 
which might be found in Archives led in due time to the Public Record 
Office Act of 1838: but that Act only provided security for the Archives 
of Royal Courts of Law and the Departments of Central Government: for 
Local, Private and Ecclesiastical Archives there was—is still, with only 
three exceptions*—no statutory protection; and the stress of modern life 
is continually augmenting, especially in the case of Private Archives, the 
danger of destruction or dispersal. Latterly, however, and particularly 
since the last decade of the nineteenth century, there has been a movement, 
slowly gathering adherents and gaining momentum, which aims at the 
promotion of Legislation to meet these dangers: in fact at the time of 
writing there seems some prospect that this aim may be at last partially 
attained. Meanwhile by other means much has been already accomplished: 
and the culmination of that achievement may perhaps be seen in the 
foundation of a voluntary organisation—the British Records Association 


‘—in 1932. 


This body was established with the object of co-ordinating the efforts 
of all institutions and individuals interested in any aspect of Archive work 
and of creating a sound body of public opinion in regard to it: and in spite 
of the difficulties of War-time and post-War conditions it has met with a 
success which has surprised and delighted its creators; having enlisted the 
support of all County Councils and many other Local Authorities and 
important Institutions; and numbering at present over 1,000 Institutional 





* Acts of 1924 and 1936 have placed Manorial Records and Tithe Records in the charge and 
superintendence of the Master of the Rolls; and a Church Measure of 1929 gave to Bishops the 
power to set up new Diocesan Record Offices for the housing in particular of Parish Records, 
though so far the power has been little used owing to lack of funds. 
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hose affairs are conducted by an influential and 


representative Council under the Presidency of the Master of the Rolls. 
Among the major pieces of practical work which stand already to its credit 


and Private Members, w 


must be reckoned a notable amount of publication on technical subjects 
(including now a regular journal—Archives): considerable success during 
the War in restraining the excesses of zeal in the ‘Salvage’ campaign: and 
the preparation in 1943 of a Report which has resulted in the intensified 
movement for Legislation we have already mentioned and the actual 
appointment of an official body, the National Register of Archives, to 
amplify the work of the existing Historica: Manuscripts Commission. This 
Commission has been in action since 1870 and has published Reports on 
many of the more notable Institutional and Private Archives: but the majority 
of its volumes, now numbering over 200, have been devoted to more 
detailed treatment of some of the most famous, such as the Salisbury, 
Portland and Ormonde Manuscripts. In seven years this last has successfully 
organised in most of the Counties of England a body of voluntary helpers 
who locate and report to it upon private accumulations of Archives of 
importance for National or Local History.* In addition the Association 
may claim a considerable share in the movement which has led a majority 
of the County Councils and some other Authorities to institute Archive 
Departments, properly equipped and installed and with a specially trained 
Staff; and this in turn made possible another advance, when in 1946 the 
University of London agreed to set up at University College, in connexion 
with the existing School of Librarianship, a modest but efficient Diploma 
Course for Graduate Students in Archive Administrationt—the foundation 
of a new profession in this Country. 

I have left till last the work of the special Records Preservation Section of 
the British Records Association; though it represents the earliest and 
certainly not the least important of the Association’s activities. This Section 
has as its mission the locating of Archives (generally accumulations in private 
hands) which are no longer required by their Owners or Custodians and 


are in danger of destruction or (what is little better) dispersal; the taking of” 


these into its own hands for examination; and the arranging for their deposit 
in Repositories or Libraries of a public nature where they can be made 
permanently available to Students. The difficulties in such cases had always 
been two—first to get on the track of the Documents and then to find 
suitable places for their deposit. For many years a few Local Societies and 
certain of the great Public Libraries (which set a shining example) furnished 





Over 5,800 such Reports have actually been registered up to date. 


¢ The movement has been much encouraged by the Legislation mentioned above regarding 
Manorial, Tithe and Parish Records: the result of which has been the deposit of large quantities 
of these Archives in the Repositories of Local Authorities. 


$¢ An Archives Course has also been started in the University of Liverpool. 
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the only answer to the second of these problems but the development of 
County and other Local Archive Repositories described above has gradually 
settled it, smoothed out many local difficulties and put this side of the 


Section’s work on a regular footing. 


Remain the tasks of Location, Sorting and Distribution; though the first 
of these also has been partially eased by the developments we have mentioned, 
and notably by that of the National Register. Originally the work was done 
almost entirely by skilled but voluntary helpers, the Association (whose 
subscription rates are nominal and its income correspondingly small) 
supplying only the bare necessities of accommodation and equipment: and 
the surprising amount which was achieved by these very modest means 
may be gauged when we say that up to date over 900 accumulations 
large and small (and the total of Documents in a large one may run into 
five figures) have been dealt with by the Section and something like half a 
million Documents added to the material in Local and other Repositories. 
But since the War it has become clear that changed conditions made it 
impossible to hope that it could continue on the old basis: for some years 
War-time savings and the funds resulting from a Special Appeal enabled us to 
carry on, but these resources were nearly exhausted and it seemed that we 
must face the prospect of a considerable diminution of our activities; and this 
at the very moment when the break-up of large estates, the closing of great 
houses and the disappearence of old establishments and businesses—the 
economic changes, in fact, resulting from the War—made it more than 
ever desirable that they should continue with fresh vigour. 


It is a great pleasure to be able to conclude this article by adding that 
within the last few months this danger has been averted; and that for some 
years at least the Section should be able not only to carry on but to intensify 
its labours. Although the Documents we have been able to secure and place 
in the past have come to us from many sources, a very large proportion 
were from Solicitors’ Offices.* Here have accumulated, in some cases for 
many generations, Family Papers and other Documents which, since they 
include large quantities of the Deeds and other Records (Court Rolls, Accounts 
and so forth) relating to Land, may go back to almost any date: here also 
may be found Correspondence, Accounts, Minutes, etc. relating to other 
Business, often of a semi-Public kind, with which Members of the Firm 
have at some time been connected—Parish Business, Local Charities and 
Endowments, Turnpike Trusts, early Railway and Canal organisation and 
so forth: all of it obsolete for practical purposes, but much of it exceedingly 
valuable for those of Research. A small Exhibition organised for the 
Scarborough Meeting of the Law Society, in September of last year, has 





* The Section has so far given its services to well over 100 Solicitors’ Firms: but many others 
have dealt direct with Local Repositories. 
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shown how important—even spectacular—such finds in Solicitors’ Offices 
may be. Often Documents are of unknown origin; often there is no one 
who knows even what the big black boxes contain; oftener still it is tolerably 
certain that neither the Solicitors nor the Clients who may have deposited 
them have the time or Staff necessary for their examination, or can afford 
under existing conditions the space to house them: and when this last 
consideration becomes pressing they may be forced either to destroy or to 
sell them—the latter occasionally as curiosities but more generally as waste 
paper or material for lamp-shades and tambourines. In any case the 
potentiality of the Documents as research material must be wholly or 
practically disregarded. The dangers of such indiscriminate destruction and 
the variety of outstanding Documents which may be put in jeopardy will 
be sufficiently illustrated if I cite only half a dozen examples of finds by the 
Section amongst the deposits made with it by Owners or Custodians. These 
are two twelfth-century Charters, one issued by Henry of Blois, Bishop of 
Winchester and brother of King Stephen, the other by William de 
Mandeville, Earl of Essex; a thirteenth-century Roll of excerpts from 
Exchequer Records, including extracts from Domesday Book apparently 
made from a version not identical with the volumes at the Public Record 
Office; fifteenth-century Deeds relating to Calais; the Grant to Sir Francis 
Drake of the crest of the “Golden Hind’; Correspondence in cypher which 
passed between the exiled Charles II and his supporters in England; and 
Schemes for the re-organisation of the national financial system, then 
breaking down under the strain of the Continental Wars in the eighteenth 
century. 


The services of the Records’ Preservation Section offer what few 
Solicitors can fail to regard as a pleasing alternative; accompanied (as it can 
be) with reasonable reservations in regard to possible rights of ownership* 
and reasonable consideration for the time and convenience of busy 
professional people. Accordingly the Section has concentrated for some 
years on Solicitors’ Offices as the most urgent field for its operations. In 
the course of these it has become clear first that the problem of dealing with 
Provincial Solicitors could now be left to the strong and growing body of 
Repositories maintained by Local Authorities and their Archivists: who 
welcome, and are generally prepared to search for, accretions from such 
sources to their materials for Local History. The problem may thus be 
narrowed, so far as the Section is concerned, to the task of making contact 
with London Solicitors, arranging to remove and report upon any accumu- 
lations of Documents which they care to submit to that process, and finally, 





* Deposits in Local Repositories are carefully registered and are always made, if desired, as 
‘permanent loans’; and the dispersal of a single natural accumulation between several Repositories 
is, as a cardinal principle, avoided. 
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if desired, transferring any or all of these to suitable Public Repositories. 
It is, even so, a very large task; but it was felt that it was now one which, 
on the basis of twenty years’ experience, the Section could define in concrete 
terms and of which, given the necessary modest equipment of trained Staff and 
sufficient accommodation, it could with some assurance guarantee the substantial 
completion in a specified time. An application was accordingly made to the 
Pilgrim Trust* and a most generous grant from that body (to extend, it is 
hoped, over five years) has made it possible to launch a new effort the 
details of which were announced in a communication to the Law Society’s 
Gazette and to the General Meeting of that Society in September 1953. 





* The Pilgrim Trust was established, with a capital of two million pounds, during the 
troublous times which followed the First World War, by a great American friend of this Country, 
Edward Stephen Harkness, to meet some of the more urgent needs of the United Kingdom and 
to promote her further well-being. The Trustees have the widest discretion to make grants for 
any object from social welfare to ‘preserving and restoring’ (in the words of their Chairman 
some years ago) ‘the national heritage of things and places of historic value and beauty’. They 
have many times shown themselves much in sympathy with Archive work: financing (to take 
only two recent examples) the installation of Repositories for Ecclesiastical Archives in the 
Prior’s Kitchen at Durham and St. Anthony’s Hall at York. 


Sir Hilary Jenkinson is Deputy Keeper of the Records in the Public Record Office and 
Executive Commissioner of the Historical MSS. Commission. He played a prominent part in 
the foundation of the British Records Association and the International Council on Archives, 
and was Adviser on Archives to the War Office during the war. He has also, on a number of 
occasions, advised Colonial Governments; and visited Malta and Jamaica for this purpose. 
Extra-officially his published work includes numerous books and articles on medieval and later 
Handwritings in England, the Great Seal, early Accounting Records and Archive Administration, 
the last-named subject having been his major preoccupation in recent years. Officially his most 
recent work (to be published shortly by H.M. Stationery Office) has been a Guide to Seals in the 
Public Record Office and Domesday Rebound: these are in continuation of Part I (Introductory) of a 
Guide to the Public Records which he published in 1949. 
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An index to the Book List of British Book News for 
the twelve issues of 1953—listing titles, authors and 
subjects—is now in preparation and will shortly be 
issued at a price of 2s.6d. post free. Copies may be 
obtained direct from British Book News, 65 Davies 
Street, London, W.1. 








THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 
Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 
Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 
Royal Empire Society 
Royal Geographical Society 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution 
South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained from the nearest office of the British Council 
(which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary such enquiries 
will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, which is in 
consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
%* New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliographical Science 
DOCUMENTATION. S. C. Bradford. 2nd edition, with an introduction by 
Jesse H. Shera and Margaret E. Egan. Crosby Lockwood, 12s.6d. 1953. 22$ cm. 
200 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
The principal criticism of the first edition (1948) of this book was that the late 
Dr. Bradford dealt in the main with the Universal Decimal Classification and 
somewhat neglected other aspects of the subject which he had defined as ‘the process 
of collecting and subject classifying all the records of new observations and making 
them available, at need, to the discoverer or the inventor’. In this edition the original 
text is reprinted, but two American librarians, Dr. Shera and Miss Egan, have 
contributed an introductory essay entitled A Review of the Present State of 
Librarianship and Documentation, which surveys the history of librarianship and 
the growth of documentation and relates Bradford’s work to world aspects of the 
subject. (oro) 


Bibliographies 
JANE AUSTEN. A Critical Bibliography. R. W. Chapman. Oxford University 
Press, 78.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 70 pages. Index. 

This is a compilation for the lovers of Jane Austen in general rather than for the 
collector, and many of the later reprints have been excluded. Furthermore, as there 
exists a very substantial number of twentieth century critical reviews and articles, 
the compiler has confined his attention to those which seemed to him to deserve 
record. Nevertheless this is a most valuable and welcome bibliography, arranged 
chronologically in five parts: the six novels 1811-18; minor works; letters; auto- 
biography; biography and criticism. (or2) 


Reading Guidance 
WHAT SHALL I READ NEXT: A Personal Selection of Twentieth 
Century English Books. F. Seymour Smith. Cambridge University Press for the 
National Book League, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 240 pages. List of publishers. Indexes. 
Mr. Seymour Smith, a well-known public librarian who has become a bookseller, 
has a happy knack of combining friendly informality with accuracy in detail, and 
this book will not disappoint the host of readers who value his annotated guide to 
the English classics, An English Library (new edition 1950). The second volume is 
similar in arrangement to the first, the titles being classified under nine headings, 
which range from Autobiography and Biography through Fiction, History, Poetry, 
etc. to Travel and Adventure. Nearly two thousand are included, most of them with 
a short, appreciative comment, and all of them with author, title, publisher, date 
and (if still in print) the price. Some books by American authors appear. All were 
first published between 1897 and 1953. This is not only a very pleasant guide for 
the reader and a valuable reference book for the librarian and bookseller; it is also 
good browsing for anyone fond of English books. (028) 
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General Periodicals 


* ENCOUNTER. Editors: Stephen Spender and Irving Kristol. Vol. 1, No. 1, 


October 1953. Secker & Warburg for the Congress for Cultural Freedom. Monthly, 
2s.6d. 34s. per annum. Illustrated. 254 cm. 


Encounter, a new monthly review devoted to literature, the arts and politics, is 
international in outlook: honorary chairmen of its sponsoring organisation include 
Benedetto Croce, Salvador de Madariaga and Jacques Maritain and its editors are 
British and American. The seventeen contributors of poems, book reviews, short 
stories (two from Japan) and articles (one on the Rosenberg case and another on 
contemporary India) include Albert Camus, Christopher Isherwood, C. Day Lewis, 
Edith Sitwell and Virginia Woolf. (052) 


Manuscripts 


THE HAND-PRODUCED BOOK. David Diringer. Hutchinson, 60s. 1953. 
24cm. 604 pages. Numerous illustrations in text. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


A detailed textbook on the history of the book from pre-classical times to the early 
Middle Ages. The book form as we know it today, consisting of separate leaves 
bound together along one side, was developed only in the fourth to fifth centuries 
A.D. The word ‘book’ in Dr. Diringer’s title has a much wider connotation which 
includes the development of writing and the recording of men’s thoughts on clay 
tablets (Babylonia), papyrus rolls (Egypt and the Roman world), tree bark (ancient 
Mexico), leather and parchment. Information is also given about ink, pens and other 
writing tools and on the important place of illustration and illumination in books 
which were inevitably, in this period before the invention of printing, written by 
hand. An immense amount of specialist literature has been summarised and arranged 
in this comprehensive survey of the ‘arts of the book’. Dr. Diringer is Lecturer in 
Semitic Epigraphy in the University of Cambridge. (o91) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


THE FREE CHILD. A. S. Neill. Jenkins, 9s.6d. 1953. 19cm. 180 pages. 
Frontispiece. Index. 


Summerhill School, at Leiston, Suffolk, is well known to educationists and others 
as the school where its headmaster puts into practice his theories of the need for 
freedom and love as the guiding principles in the development of children’s 
personalities. Summerhill has now been in existence for thirty-one years, and the 
author has written many books on his views and experience. In his new book he 
reaffirms his beliefs in the ways the ‘self-regulated’ child should be allowed to 
develop, and, in reviewing his life’s work, frankly admits his failures, limitations 
and disappointments. The book concludes with the official Report of the Ministry 
of Education’s Inspection of Summerhill School in June 1949, which should be of 
particular interest both to those who are sympathetic towards Neill’s views and 
methods and to those who remain sceptical. (136-7) 


PARENTS AND CHILDREN. A First Book on the Psychology of Child 
Development and Training. C. W. Valentine. Methuen, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
224 pages. Frontispiece. Drawings. Table. Index. 


This book aims at helping parents to solve the many problems that the training of 
children presents. Its author, a distinguished educationist and psychologist who has 
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supplemented his studies in child psychology by consultant work for backward 
and difficult children, is well qualified for his task. General principles are first 
discussed under the three headings of motivation, unconscious processes, and general 
and special abilities; then successively the stages of development and the problems 
most often met in each stage; finally some general problems of home and school. 
The treatment is simple and “down to earth’, examples are numerous, and the author’s 
meaning is seldom difficult to discover. The book will certainly be useful to parents 
for consultation on specific problems. (136-7) 


THE PSYCHOLOGY OF PERSONALITY. Bernard Notcutt. Methuen, 


21s. 1953. 20$cm. 268 pages. Tables. References. Indexes. (Methuen’s Manuals 
of Modern Psychology) 


The late Professor Notcutt of the University of Natal provides a good survey of 
recent British work, as well as American, on personality and its assessment. He 
deals with the contributions from psycho-analysis, behaviouristic experimentation, 
statistical analysis, projective studies, and observations of group situations, putting 
each into a convincing perspective. The balance of interest between theoretical 
interpretation and practical application is well maintained. The references are up to 
date and representative, and the discussion brings out general principles besides 
giving proper attention to factual findings. Professor Notcutt’s critical standpoint 
gives him a broad enough view to take in the cultural background of trends in 
personality study. This, together with a clear and often witty style, makes the book 
admirably suited to both the more mature student of psychology and to general 
readers of intelligence and broad cultural interests. (137) 


USES AND ABUSES OF PSYCHOLOGY. H. J. Eysenck. Penguin Books, 
2s.6d. 1953. 18cm. 318 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. Paper covers. (Penguin Psychology) 


This ‘popular’ work by one of the most distinguished and prolific of living 
experimental psychologists is intended to demonstrate that psychology has alread 

made a notable contribution of practical usefulness in human affairs. Dr. oak 
does more than this, however, for he tackles the problem of the quality of much 
current ‘psychologising’ from a relentlessly scientific viewpoint. Scientific psycho- 
logists have suffered by the failure of the lay public to distinguish between their 
work and that of ‘half-baked’ theorists and outright quacks. This book should do 
much to assist laymen in making the distinction in the future, and also in distinguishing 
between psychology and psycho-analysis. Amongst the topics discussed are 
intelligence and intelligence testing; the measurement of personality; work, 
productivity and motivation; the effects of psychotherapy; national character, social 
attitudes, attitude measurement and Gallup polling techniques. The book is both 
readable and accurate. (150) 


THE ENGLISH PHILOSOPHERS. Leslie Paul. Faber, 25s. 1953. 22$ cm. 
380 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
The native British philosophical tradition largely favours empirical analysis and 
‘common sense’ solutions rather than the synthetic obscurity of system building. 
Since Francis Bacon, the elaboration of systems, and idealist thought in general, have 
tended to reflect continental influences. Mr. Paul fully discusses both approaches to 
philosophy as they have developed in Britain from Pelagius and Erigena to Ryle and 
Collingwood, although he concentrates on metaphysical and epistemological prob- 
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lems and touches only incidentally on those of morals and politics. By examining 
ideas in preference to collecting names, he provides a valuable intellectual history 
of this country, suitable for the beginner in philosophy aad the general reader. (192) 


DESCARTES’ PHILOSOPHICAL WRITINGS. Selected and translated 
by Norman Kemp Smith. Macmillan, 25s. 1953. 224m. 325 pages. Index. 


NEW STUDIES IN THE PHILOSOPHY OF DESCARTES. Descartes 
as Pioneer. Norman Kemp Smith. Macmillan, 25s. 1953. 224m. 381 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Indexes. 

Descartes rejected the existing speculative tradition in favour of a philosophy 

established on premises which, being self-evident, were independent of authority. 

Hence the Discourse on Method and the Regulae, which, together with much other 

valuable material, are translated and collected in Descartes’ Philosophical Writings. 

The usefulness of the latter is enhanced by the systematic commentary of the New 

Studies. The sub-title indicates the scope of these analyses, which show how the 

Method was applied to the received topics of philosophical enquiry. The result was 

to alter permanently the trend of European thought and promote the scientific 

approach to reality. Although the dichotomy between Descartes’ theological 
beliefs and his mechanical and mathematical studies led him into curious theories 
of physiology and the self, he destroyed many current misconceptions in these 
studies. The New Studies show Descartes as a pioneer in new techniques rather than 
a revolutionary in conclusions and are indispensable to any detailed examination 
of the intellectual upheaval of the seventeenth century. (194) 


RELIGION 


AN IDIOM BOOK OF NEW TESTAMENT GREEK. C. F. D. Moule. 
Cambridge University Press, 25s. 1953. 22cm. 252 pages. Bibliography. Notes. 
Indexes. 

The books of the New Testament were written in Greek but in a dialect that was 

common throughout the Mediterranean world. Its inflexions and syntax are much 

simpler than those of Classical Greek. Further, the language of the New Testament 
reveals Semitic influence and the emergence of a new vocabulary and idiom to 
express Christian truth. Professor Moule, in this erudite volume written for the 
specialist, examines particular yet representative examples of idiomatic usages, 

Latinisms and Semitisms and throws a flood of light on the interpretation of many 

difficult passages. This work maintains the highest traditions of Cambridge 

scholarship. (225-04) 


KERYGMA AND MYTH. A Theological Debate. Edited by Hans Werner 
Bartsch. Translated from the German by Reginald H. Fuller. S.P.C.K., 22s.6d. 
1953. 22cm. 240 pages. Bibliography. 

During the Second World War, Professor Rudolph Bultmann wrote an essay on 

the mythological element in New Testament teaching which has raised a storm in 

German theological circles and considerable dissension elsewhere. In that essay, 

here printed, he contends that since the forms of New Testament thought are 

unacceptable today, it is important to ‘demythologise’ their content or reinterpret 
the central figure so that He may appear as our contemporary. Following this essay 
we have four critical reviews of the argument by German scholars of repute, replies 
by Bultmann and a constructive attempt to sum up the debate by Dr. Austin Farrer 
of Oxford. (232) 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DEVOUT LIFE. St. Francis de Sales. 
Translated and edited by John K. Ryan. Longmans, 7s.6d. 1953. 174 cm. 360 pages. 


The first edition of this devotional classic bears the date 1609 and Monsignor Ryan 
has based his new translation upon the traditional translations of John Yaworth 
and the English priests of Tourney College and the definitive Annecy edition. 
There are five sections in the ‘Introduction’ and such questions as sin, temptation, 
the practice of the virtues, prayer and sacraments are expounded in a way that is 
calculated to commend the devout life to the soldier, man of affairs and the woman 
in the home. The editor contributes a brief but discerning introduction. (242) 


MEDITATIONS AND DEVOTIONS. John Henry Newman. Introduction 
by Father Henry Tristram. Longmans, 7s.6d. 1953. 174 cm. 368 pages. 


Cardinal Newman was accustomed to write down any thought that struck him 
while meditating and to make it the theme of subsequent reflection and extended 
notes. His Meditations and Devotions, first published in 1893, are the fruit of this 
practice and contain meditations for the month of May specially devoted to the 
Virgin Mary, the stations of the Cross and Christian doctrine. The present edition 
reproduces the 1908 edition with the addition of the paper ‘written in prospect 
of death’. The book bears the distinctive marks of Newman’s spirit and style. (248) 


CHRISTIAN FAITH AND COMMUNIST FAITH. A Series of Studies 
by Members of the Anglican Communion. Edited by D. M. Mackinnon. 
Macmillan, 21s. 1953. 22 cm. 272 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

This series of essays by Anglican scholars, including Professor Hodges, Dr. Arnold 

Toynbee and Father Jarrett-Kerr, discusses the issues raised by Communism in 

relation to the wider problem of the alienation of the modern world from Christianity. 

The first five essays, which deal with various aspects of Marxist thought, are followed 

by an exposition of the Faith of the New Testament, studies in the Christian 

understanding of life and destiny and two contributions by Professor Mackinnon 
on Christian and Marxist Dialectic and Prayer, Worship and Life. A competent 

and timely survey which should command wide attention. (261-7) 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF CHRISTIAN WORSHIP. An Outline of 
Liturgical History. Dom Benedict Steuart. Longmans, 30s. 1953. 22$cm. 
316 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

In this volume by a monk of St. Michael’s Abbey, Farnborough, we have a clear 

account, based on considerable research, of some of the more recent conclusions of 

liturgical enquiry which should serve as a useful guide to the non-specialist who is 
interested in the development of worship, particularly in the Western Church. 

The first part traces the history of Eucharistic rites with special reference to the 

Roman rite, and the second part deals with the growth of corporate prayer, 

the meaning of the ‘Divine Office’ and the Christian year. There is much useful 

material in the appendices. (264) 


THE SELECTED LETTERS OF POPE INNOCENT III concerning 
England (1198-1216). Edited by C. R. Cheney and W. H. Semple. Nelson, 30s. 
1953. 22} cm. $20 pages. Bibliography and references. Indexes. (Medieval Texts) 

The publishers of the series of texts to which this volume belongs are doing a noble 

work for medieval studies. This volume is a worthy addition to the series. The Latin 

text is accompanied by an English translation, and a valuable introduction and 
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notes make the volume a most convenient book for students. Nor is it limited in 
its appeal to students. Anyone interested in the achievements of the medieval church, 
especially under that great leader Innocent Ill, will find here some interesting 
examples of the masterful way in which he dealt with kings, statesmen, and 
ecclesiastics. (270°3) 


THE REFORMATION OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY. Roland 
H. Bainton. Hodder & Stoughton, 20s. 1953. 22 cm. 288 pages. 26 illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The author, who is Professor of Ecclesiastical History at Yale Divinity School, 

U.S.A., has produced a lucid and scholarly account of the Reformation designed 

particularly for ‘the general educated reader’. He enables us to grasp the movement 

as a whole and, while he shows that primarily it was a religious movement, he does 
full justice to the influence of political and economic factors. Recent work done 
in this field by numerous scholars is unobtrusively woven into the narrative. The 


book is reproduced by photolithography and the woodcuts deserve high praise. 
(270°6) 
THE EARLY EVANGELICALS. A Religious and Social Study. L. E. Elliott- 


Binns. Lutterworth Press, 31s.6d. 1953. 22cm. 464 pages. Index. (Lutterworth 
Library) 


The Evangelical movement in the Church of England in the eighteenth century 
has been overshadowed by the story of the rise of Methodism and a systematic 
account of its significance and achievements is long overdue. This volume is a 
scholarly contribution to our knowledge of its history, leading personalities and 
characteristic doctrines to 1789. The main differences between the Evangelical 
school and Wesley are well brought out, and the author rightly emphasises in his 
learned survey that the Evangelical revival was partly the product of social conditions 
upon which in turn it had an important influence. (283-42) 


MAN AND HIS GODS. Homer W. Smith. Cape, 30s. 1953. 23 cm. $12 pages. 
Index. 


An interesting commentary on the development of religious and cosmological 
speculation from the time of the Ancient Egyptians to that of Darwin and T. H. 
Huxley. Much attention is devoted to the details of ceremonials and their meaning 
for the contemporary believer; less to the sympathetic evaluation of his beliefs, and 
consequent attempt to construct a cosmology or indicate the lines on which this 
could validly be done after the introduction of evolutionary theory. Professor 
Smith’s book will, nevertheless, serve as a useful guide to this intricate subject, 
particularly by reason of its clear and systematic approach. (291) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Sociology 

THE REBEL. Albert Camus. Translated from the French by Anthony Bower. 

Hamish Hamilton, 18s. 1953. 224 cm. 274 pages. 

One of the most respected of contemporary French writers tries to analyse the 
situation, our own, where wickedness and virtue have become ‘a matter of accident 
or whim’. Commenting on the ‘post-Christian’ mentality, he seeks a way short of 
nihilism to combat our moral sickness. The approach is historical, the diagnosis 
realist. Not revolution, which brings back the thing it expels, but rebellion is his 


14 





rer wewe er 


~ 


-_ 


=e BD me ee OSS 


3. 


ee 


remedy: but the rebel must learn to avoid the luxury of excess. This is a book 
instinct with nobility, and not devoid of hope. The preface is by Sir Herbert Read. 
(301-153) 
LIVING IN TOWNS. Selected Research Papers in Urban Sociology of the 
Faculty of Commerce and Social Science, University of Birmingham. Edited 
by Leo Kuper. Cresset Press, 21s. 1953. 224m. 382 pages. Maps. Diagrams. 
Tables. References. 
Between 1949 and 1951 the City of Coventry supported and sponsored a series of 
sociological research studies by Leo Kuper and a team of experts. This book, partly 
the result of these projects, contains five contributions on urban sociology. The effects 
of a planned environment on the residents of towns, class differences, social mixing, 
the outdoor play of children and leisure activities are among the subjects discussed 
and analysed. All who are concerned with housing and town planning will benefit 
from reading these papers. (301-36) 


FAMILY AND COLOUR IN JAMAICA. Fernando Henriques. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, 18s. 1953. 22 cm. 200 pages. Map. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
A study by a West Indian anthropologist who left Jamaica in childhood and returned 
to make a field study of domestic and class-colour relations in rural Jamaica. He 
shows how the low productivity and a serious unbalance, both past and present, 
in the Jamaican economy have, in combination with attitudes engendered by slavery, 
inefficient plantation agriculture and racial cleavages, led to the special and often 
misunderstood features of Jamaican social life. The descriptions afford an illuminating 
background to the disturbing reports of poverty and unrest in the West Indies and 
show the fallacy of over-emphasising the African negro inheritance and also of 
imagining that legislation or welfare work can seriously change relations in the 
absence of technical advance and opportunities for economic and cultural development. 

(301-4097292) 
A DECADE OF DECISION. Fred Hoyle. Heinemann, 6s. 1953. 19 cm. 

188 pages. 

The author of The Nature of the Universe has written a book dealing with the ‘down 
to earth’ subject of Britain’s economic plight. Writing from a non-party point of 
view, he explains in lucid and combative prose the significance of atomic development, 
population increase and the prospects of diminishing food supply. His proposed 
solution to our present difficulties is drastic, involving nothing less than an enormous 
transfer of population to the Commonwealth. Not everybody will agree with 
Mr. Hoyle’s conclusions; all will welcome his intervention in a discussion too long 
regarded as the special preserve of experts. (304) 


% THE SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW. New Series. First Issue, July 1953. 


University College of North Staffordshire. Bi-annually, 11s.6d. 21s. per annum. 

23$ cm. 
This journal (and the preceding Sociological Papers) was published for nearly fifty 
years by the Institute of Sociology. It has now been taken over by the University 
College of North Staffordshire and issued in a different form. The first issue of the 
New Series, edited by a provisional board composed of Professors in the Social 
Sciences and allied subjects at the University College of North Staffordshire, contains 
six articles on such subjects as School and Work, The Analysis of Social Problems, 
Value Judgments and the Social Sciences, and over twenty pages of book reviews. 


(305) 
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Statistics 


AN OUTLINE OF STATISTICS. Samuel Hays. 4th edition. Longmans, 
10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 298 pages. 31 figures. Tables. Index. 


First published in 1937, this book has continued to meet the need for an introduction 
to the study of statistics for the general enquirer and for students whose mathematical 
knowledge may not be very advanced. The author, who was formerly lecturer in 
commercial subjects in Doncaster Technical College, describes briefly the various 
statistical methods and provides simple exercises in their use. The second half of 
the book gives a useful guide to the main sources of statistical information for Great 
Britain on population, employment, trade, prices, production and national income. 


(311) 


Political Science 


THE COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE LIST, 1953. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 22s.6d. 1953. 22 cm. 254 pages. Tables. Index. 


This issue of the List gives the latest information about this important Office in 
five parts: the organisation and representation of the Commonwealth Relations 
Office at home and in the Commonwealth; the constitutional development of 
countries of the Commonwealth for which the Commonwealth Relations Office 
is responsible; the development of constitutional relations between members of 
the Commonwealth and of Commonwealth Conferences; oversea service regulations; 
and statement of services of staff at home and abroad, and of senior members of the 
staffs of the Administrations of Basutoland, Bechuanaland and Swaziland. (325°342) 


SURVEY OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1938. Vol. IIL R. G. D. 
Laffan and others. Edited by Veronica M. Toynbee. Oxford University Press for 
the Royal Institute of International Affairs, 55s. 1953. 244 cm. 638 pages. Folding 
map. Index. 


When publication of these annual Surveys was interrupted by the war, the Survey 
for 1938 was only partially written. Since publication has been resumed, biennial 
volumes have been issued for 1947-48 and 1949-50; and the whole of the war and 
peace-making period is being treated in a series of volumes governed by the pattern 
of events rather than strict chronology. Now to fill the last gap in the jigsaw comes 
the final volume for 1938. This volume is itself something of a patchwork in which 
is to be found not only the end of the story of Czechoslovakia from Munich to 
Hitler’s Prague coup, but also sections on the Danzig dispute, on the U.S.S.R. 
and on the Balkan States in 1938, together with a study of the rearmament of 
Britain, France and Germany to 30 September 1938. Advantage has been taken 
of delay in publication to use later sources than were available in the pre-war 
volumes. (327) 


SOVIET POLICY IN THE FAR EAST, 1944-1951. Max Beloft. Oxford 
University Press for the Royal Institute of International Affairs, 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 
286 pages. Index. 

The author’s other work in this field Foreign Policy of Soviet Russia 1929-41 is already 

well known. Here he tells the story of Soviet foreign policy in the Far East in the 

years following those covered by the two-volume work. This is a full, carefully 
documented and reliable chronicle of events. Furthermore on a highly contentious 
subject Max Beloff manages not to be wildly partisan on either side. (327°47) 


16 





: 
| 
| 
| 
; 
; 
: 
; 





ie Se oe ee) ee ee” ee 


wv wewT 7 SS hl 


SOVIET DOCUMENTS ON FOREIGN POLICY. Vol. Il. 1933-1941. 
Selected and edited by Jane Degras. Oxford University Press for the Royal Institute 
of International Affairs, 42s. 1953. 25 cm. $22 pages. Sources. Index. 


This third and final volume of documents covers the period from Hitler’s accession 
to the German invasion of the Soviet Union. The editor has already edited for the 
Royal Institute of International Affairs a Calendar of Soviet Documents on Foreign 
Policy, and has now brought to completion the project to translate and edit three 
volumes of documents selected from the Calendar. The selection is generous, the 
more so as it was wisely decided to omit all treaties already available in the League 
of Nations treaty series. Students of foreign policy will welcome a work which 
enables them to study reliable texts without knowledge of Russian. A further 
projected volume of documents issued by the Communist International will be 
waited for with equal interest. (327°47) 


Economics 


A TEXTBOOK OF ECONOMIC THEORY. Alfred W. Stonier and 
Douglas C. Hague. Longmans, 25s. 1953. 224 cm. $23 pages. 124 figures. Biblio- 
graphies. Index. 

While this book provides a general introduction to economic theory well within 

the capacity of students with no previous knowledge of the subject, advanced 

students will also find it helpful. The authors, who are respectively Senior Lecturer 

and Lecturer in Political Economy at University College, London, discuss in Part I 

the pricing of goods and services under conditions of perfect and imperfect 

competition, and explain how wages, rent, interest and profits depend on marginal 
productivity. Part II deals with the Keynesian theory of employment, and discusses 
the factors which influence the volume of expenditure on consumption and 

investment. (330*1) 


PAPERS IN ENGLISH MONETARY HISTORY. Edited by T. S. 
Ashton and R. S. Sayers. Oxford University Press, 18s. 1953. 224 cm. 168 pages. 
Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

These are essays which appeared in wartime issues of Economica, the Economic History 

Review, and the Quarterly Journal of Economics, or are for some other reason difficult 

to obtain. The editors, who are Professors, respectively, of Economic History and 

of Economics in the University of London, have chosen them for their importance 
as contributions to the monetary history of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

They include discussions of the Bullion Report, the Bank Charter Act of 1844, 

private banks in Lancashire in the early nineteenth century, Ricardo’s views on 

monetary questions, and other matters of interest to the student of currency. 
(332) 

Law 

LEGAL THEORY. W. Friedmann. 3rd edition. Stevens & Sons, 30s. 1953. 
22$ cm. $40 pages. Tables. Index. 


This work has been described as “one of the great legal works of the present century’. 
After an introduction on the place of legal theory, the author deals in Part 2 with 
the search for natural justice and describes natural law theories; Part 3 is on the 
individual, the universe and the community; Part 4 discusses the impact of modern 
social developments on legal thought; Part s is on modern political movements 
and their legal thought; the next part is on legal theory, social ideals and legal practice, 
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while Part 7 deals generally with legal theory and some current problems. Professor 
Friedmann, who is Professor of Law in the University of Toronto, has taken account 
of a considerable volume of new literature since the second edition in 1949. (340) 


PUBLIC POLICY. A Comparative Study in English and French Law. Dennis 
Lloyd. University of London: Athlone Press, 18s. 1953. 22 cm. 188 pages. Table. 
Index. (University of London Legal Series, Vol. 1) 


The first volume of a new series under the auspices of the Institute of Advanced 
Legal Studies. Mr. Lloyd, who is Reader in English Law in the University of 
London, examines those instances where English judges invoke the doctrine of public 
policy and contrasts the comparable attitude of French case law in applying the 
doctrine of ordre public and nes moeurs. After an introductory chapter, there 
follows a comparative treatment of public order, morality (bonnes moeurs), public 
policy in private international law, the effect of a transaction infringing public policy, 
and the role of the judge. In his conclusion, he shows that the differences in the 
two methods of approach only serve to emphasise how the same goal can be reached 
by different routes. (340°5) 


THE GROTIUS SOCIETY. TRANSACTIONS. Vol. 38. 1952. Problems 
of Public and Private International Law. The Grotius Society, 25s. 1953. 22 cm. 
192 pages. Index. 


This volume follows the normal pattern of reproducing firstly the proceedings at 
the Society’s International Law Conference (where papers were read on The 
European Defence Community and The 1951 Hague Conference on Private 
International Law) and in the second part the seven papers read at meetings of the 
Society during the year by Messrs. Farnsworth, Komarnicki, Lawson, Reith, 
Gutteridge, Fitzmaurice and Wilberforce. (341706) 


EXPROPRIATION IN INTERNATIONAL LAW. S. Friedman. 
Translated from the French by Ivor Carlyon Jackson. Stevens & Sons, 35s. 1953. 
22$ cm. 256 pages. Tables. Index. (Library of World Affairs) 


Expropriation, in addition to being a controversial topic in international law, is a 
current problem in many countries where post-war encroachment on property 
through expropriation or confiscation has taken place. The author deals first with 
expropriation in state practice, then with leading precedents in expropriation, expro- 
priation and legal principles, the form of expropriation, the property expropriated, 
the expropriating state, compensation, and, finally, expropriation as the exercise 
of an international jurisdiction. He concludes that it is for statesmen to seek to 
mitigate individual sufferings and thus settle a chapter in international law in which 
numerous causes of friction and misunderstanding still exist. This volume has been 
translated from the French, thoroughly revised and brought up to date. (341.32) 


GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF LAW AS APPLIED BY INTER- 
NATIONAL COURTS AND TRIBUNALS. Bin Cheng. Stevens & 
Sons, 84s. 1953. 25$c0m. $46 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Library of 
World Affairs) 

This scholarly publication is by a Lecturer in International Law, University College, 

London. The Statute of the International Court of Justice at the Hague states that 

‘the general principles of law recognised by civilised nations’ are one of the sources 
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of international law to be applied by that Court. Dr. Cheng examines the practical 
application of these principles by international courts, in the four parts of this book 
dealing with the principle of self-preservation; the principle of good faith; general 
principles of law in the concept of responsibility; and general principles of law in 
judicial proceedings. Appendices contain a draft code of general principles of law, 
and municipal codes applying general principles. (341°63) 


AN ANALYTICAL DIGEST OF CASES DECIDED IN THE 
SUPREME COURTS OF SCOTLAND AND, ON APPEAL, IN 
THE HOUSE OF LORDS 1940 to 1950, being a Supplement to the 
Faculty Digests 1868 to 1922, 1922 to 1930, and 1930 to 1940. D. M. Walker. 
Hodge, 105s. 1953. 25 cm. 1,718 pages. Index. 

A consolidating volume covering the cases reported in the Annual Digests for the 

years 1941-50. Taken together with the original six volumes and two Supplementary 

Digests previously published, it provides a complete digest. of reported decisions 

in the House of Lords (Scottish Appeals) and the Court of Session, High Court 

of Justiciary, and Land Court in Scotland from 1868-1950. The arrangement follows 

previous volumes. The editor is a member of the Faculty of Advocates. (3465) 


THE QUEEN’S PEACE. Sir Carleton Kemp Allen. Stevens & Sons, 12s.6d. 
1953. 18} cm. 204 pages. Index. (Hamlyn Lectures) 


In the Fifth Series of Hamlyn Lectures, the author, formerly Warden of Rhodes 
House, Oxford, describes the evolution of the ‘peace of our Sovereign Lady the 
Queen’, which has been described as an ‘all-embracing atmosphere’ in English law. 
The author shows the evolution from Anglo-Saxon times of the royal control over 
the whole country, and the methods of enforcing peace by the judges as represen- 
tatives of the central government and by local unpaid magistrates. (347) 


ELEMENTS OF ENGLISH LAW. William Geldart. Revised by Sir William 
Holdsworth and H. G. Hanbury. sth edition. Oxford University Press, 6s. 1953. 
17 cm. 232 pages. Index. (Home University Library) 


This work was first published in 1911 and has been reprinted and revised frequently 
since then. It is an invaluable introduction for the layman in England and overseas 
looking for a clear summary of the main branches of English law. After an account 
of statute law and common law, common law and equity, probate, divorce and 
Admiralty jurisdiction, there are chapters on the law of persons and personal 
relations, property, contracts, torts, and crimes. This new edition has been prepared 
by Dr. Hanbury, Vinerian Professor of English Law, University of Oxford. (347) 


ENGLISH LAW AND THE MORAL LAW. A. L. Goodhart. Stevens 
& Sons, 12s.6d. 1953. 184m. 161 pages. (Hamlyn Lectures) 


The Fourth Series of Hamlyn Lectures is by the Master of University College and 
Emeritus Professor of Jurisprudence in the University of Oxford. Awareness by the 
British people that their system of law is one of their greatest heritages, always a 
source of strength to the State, has never been more important. The author’s main 
thesis is that the moral law has been more important in relation to State law than 
has hitherto been recognised, and illustrates this in four lectures dealing with the 
nature of law and of morals; constitutional law, administrative law and international 
law; criminal law, torts and contract; and the other branches of the civil law. (347) 
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STATUS IN THE COMMON LAW. R. H. Graveson. University of 
London: Athlone Press, 18s. 1953. 22cm. 176 pages. Tables. Index. (University 
of London Legal Series, Vol. Il) 


The first book in English to deal exclusively with the concept of status in the common 
law. The importance of this subject arises from the range of questions connected 
with divorce, nullity of marriage, legitimacy, bankruptcy and many other matters 
that affect the legal position of individuals and corporations. The author traces the 
history of status, examines Maine’s claim about the movement of progressive societies 
from status to contract, and has chapters on the judicial exposition of the nature 
of status, the judicial treatment of its representative forms, and the nature and the 
functions of status. Professor Graveson is Dean of the Faculty of Laws in the Uni- 
versity of London. (347) 


A GUIDE TO CONDUCT AND ETIQUETTE AT THE BAR OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES. W. W. Boulton. Butterworth, 8s.6d. 1953. 
21$cm. 92 pages. Index. Paper covers. 


This is the first book wholly devoted to the subject. In addition to its usefulness 
in England, it will be read with interest in other common law countries. The 
professional conduct and etiquette of barristers is governed by the General Council 
of the Bar, whose rulings given here comprise the larger part of the book, supple- 
mented where necessary from other sources. After an introduction, there are sections 
on relations between barristers and solicitors, the engagement of barristers in 
supplementary occupations, briefs and pleadings, rules regarding retainers and 
counsels’ fees, the prohibition of advertisement, the organisation of chambers 
and pupilage, precedence, courts and tribunals, and the implications of the Legal 
Aid Scheme. There is a full index. The author is Secretary of the General Council 
of the Bar. (347706) 


THE MACHINERY OF JUSTICE IN ENGLAND. R. M. Jackson. 
2nd edition. Cambridge University Press, 30s. 1953. 224m. 382 pages. Tables. 
Index. 

After an historical introduction, the author has chapters on civil jurisdiction, criminal 

jurisdiction, the personnel of the law, the cost of the law, special tribunals, and there 

is a final chapter on the outlook for law reform, which the author finds now 
reasonably favourable, as distinct from the position when the first edition of this 
book appeared in 1940. This is a most informative and not uncritical account of 
the administration of justice in England by the Reader in Public Law and Adminis- 
tration in the University of Cambridge. (347°9) 


THE NATURE OF EVIDENCE. Sir Alfred Bucknill. Skeffington, 1os.6d. 
1953. 19 cm. 143 pages. Index. 


The author, who until his retirement was a Lord Justice of Appeal, hopes this book 
may help lay readers with a duty to ascertain the facts in the varied problems of 
everyday life. After a chapter on fact finding by observation—contrasted with 
preconceived opinion and inference—he writes on circumstantial evidence, which 
he illustrates by two cases. There follow chapters on probability, on the reliability 
of testimony, on evidence in the Divorce Court, and on reconciliation between 
parties where marriages have gone wrong. The last chapter discusses whether we 
can acquire knowledge of the truth by instinct, intuition or inspiration. (347°94) 
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Public Administration 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT. Ronald E. Wraith. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. 1953. 
18cm. 124 pages. Bibliography. Paper covers. (West African Penguins) 
The first volume in a new series intended not only to present discussions of local 
problems in West Africa but also to treat general subjects from a specifically African 
point of view. It begins by reviewing the past and native administration, and then 
goes on to a simple and direct account of what local government is, who governs, 
and who pays. The remainder of the text relates this directly to West African 
problems. There is a reading list with very useful annotations. The author has had 
varied experience of colonial problems and of social welfare work in England. 
. 
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Social Welfare 


THE HOSPITALS YEAR-BOOK, 1953-54. An Annual Record of the 
Hospitals of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, incorporating Burdett’s Hospitals 
and Charities, founded 1889. Edited by J. F. Milne. Institute of Hospital Adminis- 
trators, 42s. 1953. 25$.cm. 1,086 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

This most useful reference book on hospitals contains information on all aspects 

of hospital work and organisation, and includes directories of different types of 

hospitals (e.g. voluntary) and authorities (e.g. Government Departments and 

Statutory Bodies, Regional Hospital Boards, Contributory and Provident Schemes). 

Other sections deal with blood transfusion services, finance, bed and patient service, 

the Institute of Hospital Administrators, and mass radiography units. There are 

indexes to Hospital Authorities, Hospitals, Special Hospitals, and a General Index. 
(362-105) 


CHILD MIGRATION TO AUSTRALIA. John Moss for the Home 
Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. 1953. 244. cm. 50 pages. Paper covers. 
While in Australia in 1951-52 Mr. Moss, who was a member of the Care of Children 
Committee in 1945-46, enquired into conditions in homes where children emigrating 
from Great Britain are received. This report is an independent record of his 
impressions after visiting a large number of institutions in Australia, including all 
those where child migrants had been received, and after discussions with immigration 
and child welfare officers. His notes on the various types of institution and their 
administration, and on such problems as education, home environment, adoption, 
employment and after-care, will be welcomed by all those concerned with child 
welfare. (362-7) 


MAKING MEN. The History of Boys’ Clubs and Related Movements in Great 
Britain. W. McG. Eagar. University of London Press, 20s. 1953. 224 cm. 438 pages. 
31 illustrations. Index. 

In 1872, so far as is known, there existed only one boys’ club in England. In 1952 

the number of organisations affiliated to the National Association of Boys’ Clubs 

was 2,560, with 190,000 members This remarkable development of a great social 
movement is described in full and sometimes amusing detail in this book, whose 
author has had many years’ experience of social work with boys and was one of 
the founders of the National Association of Boys’ Clubs and for many years Honorary 
Editor of The Boy. Social workers, social historians and general readers will find it 
absorbingly interesting. (369-4) 
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Education 


SCHOOLS AREN’T WHAT THEY WERE. A Book for Parents and 
Others. Carleton Washburne. Heinemann, 7s.6d. 1953. 19cm. 155 pages. 
(Heinemann Education Series) 


Professor Washburne has established a world-wide reputation as an enlightened 
and progressive educationist, first as Director of Winnetha Schools, Chicago, later 
as Director of Education in Italy after the war, and now as Professor of Education 
at Brooklyn College, New York. Those who are puzzled and perhaps anxious about 
modern trends in education will find in this short book a clear explanation of modern 
aims and methods. The value of progressive methods based on freedom, under- 
standing and self-discipline is argued persuasively, and the final chapter summarises 
the theme of the book by contrasting the new methods and techniques with traditional 
forms of education. (370) 


EDUCATION AND SOCIETY. A. K. C. Ottaway. Introduction by W. O. 
Lester Smith. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 18s. 1953. 224 cm. 206 pages. 5 diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. (International Library of Sociology and Social Reconstruction) 


This book is a clear and stimulating introduction to the sociology of education. 
After a general survey of the subject, the writer deals with the interaction between 
education and the modern concept of culture, the cultural and social determinants 
of education today, what society is likely to ask of education in the future, the 
methods by which society transmits its culture patterns to the child, and the school 
as itself a social unit. To these are added a philosophical chapter on the science of 
human behaviour, and a brief note on the social philosophy of democracy. There is 
a full bibliography. The book will be of value to all, whether teachers or not, who 
are interested in the relationships between school and society in the contemporary 
world. (370°19) 


THE NON-GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS OF AUSTRALIA. A 
Descriptive and Statistical Account. Compiled by W. C. Radford. Melbourne 
University Press (Melbourne, Australia): Cambridge University Press (London) for 
the Australian Council for Educational Research, 21s. 1953. 22cm. 134 pages. 
31 tables. (Australian Council for Educational Research, Research Series, No. 66) 


This report is the result of a survey made by the Council in 1952, involving the 
collection and study of data from printed reports, from the offices of State Education 
Departments and Statisticians, and an analysis of replies received to a questionnaire 
sent to each non-government school. The part played by such schools in Australian 
education is both a large and an influential one. The report gives many facts about 
their life, organisation and control, hitherto unrecorded and unavailable. It is 
intentionally descriptive and not evaluative. A complete list, with brief descriptions, 
of all Australian non-government schools is included. (370-994) 


EDUCATING THE SUB-NORMAL CHILD. Aspects of the Work of a 
Junior School for Educationally Sub-normal Children. Frances Lloyd. Methuen, 
11s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 156 pages. 4 plates. Diagram. Index. (Contributions to Modern 
Education) 

A discussion of the educability of mentally handicapped children and the aims of 

the special school, by a Head Teacher who has specialised in work with backward 

and educationally sub-normal children. Miss Lloyd emphasises the need first of all 
for establishing a feeling of security, with personal adjustment gradually widening 
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towards social adjustment. The uses of music, mime, art, free play and creative activity 
in building up confidence and self-realisation are considered, and experiments in 
dealing with exceptionally difficult children are described. Chapters are included 
on delinquency among educationally sub-normal children, on social background 
and parents’ attitudes, and particular attention is drawn to the apparent increase of 
intelligence as emotional difficulties are overcome. (371-92) 


TEACHING A MODERN LANGUAGE. Vernon Mallinson. Heinemann, 
8s.6d. 1953. 19cm. 144 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. (Creative Language) 
Mr. Mallinson, who is Lecturer in Education in the University of Reading, and 
Vice-President of the Modern Language Association, writes of the techniques 
and principles of modern language teaching, a subject of which he has made a 
special study. After considering the reasons for learning a foreign language, and the 
opportunities which now exist for a living language to be taught where formerly 
classical studies dominated the curriculum, he discusses such matters as the use and 
abuse of phonetics, the presentation of grammar, the limitations of Direct Method 
teaching, and reading and writing the language. A final chapter deals with work 
among sixth-form pupils, and there is a bibliography on the teaching of modern 
languages. (375°4) 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE. A Portrait, 1853-1953. Edited by Claude T. 
Bissell. University of Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), $2°75. 1953. 234m. 
148 pages. 8 plates. 

This beautifully produced ‘portrait’ was timed to synchronise with the centenary 

of University College, Toronto, celebrated in October 1953. The contributors 

include Claude T. Bissell, David P. Gauthier, F. C. A. Jeanneret, B. K. Sandwell, 

G. Stephen Vickers, Malcolm Wallace, W. Stewart Wallace and A. S. P. Woodhouse, 

with illustrations by Selwyn Dewdney. All have caught and vividly expressed the 

essence of the College—its background and buildings, its staff and students, and, 
transcending all physical and mental distinctions, its spiritual significance as embodied 
in the College motto Parum Claris Lucem Dare, ‘to give light wherever light is needed’. 

(378-7135) 

Philately 

PRACTICAL PHILATELY. R. J. Sutton. Hutchinson, 15s. 1953. 22m. 
216 pages. Photographs. Line drawings. Index. 


This book has a very real place in any philatelic library. It caters particularly for the 
collector who wishes to know about the technique of stamp production and this in 
a non-technical manner. Thus, the subject matter includes descriptions of printing 
processes, perforations, etc. At the same time, it gives valuable hints as to condition, 
specialisation and the accessories which go to the practical building up of a collection. 
Whilst of interest to the experienced collector, it should have a special appeal to 
anyone bitten with the stamp fever. (383-22) 


Women 


LADY INTO WOMAN. A History of Women from Victoria to Elizabeth IL 


Vera Brittain. Dakers, 15s. 1953. 224m. 270 pages. 19 photographs. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 


This well-documented book, whose title so admirably conveys the change of 
atmosphere which has taken place during the last half-century, is perhaps the most 


23 








accurate, detailed, comprehensive and readable account of the emancipation of 
women from 1901 to 1953 which has yet been published. The legal, economic, 
customary, political, and administrative aspects of this theme are set forth ably and 
clearly. Miss Brittain includes not only Britain and Western Europe, but the whole 
world in her survey—and makes it plain that the too often humiliating and helpless 
position of the married woman occupied with house and children is the next point 
to be remedied. (396) 


Folk-lore 


THE SMITH. The Tradition and Lore of an Ancient Craft. Frederick W. Robins. 
Rider, 15s. 1953. 22 cm. 160 pages. 13 illustrations. 12 line drawings. Index. 
A readable and highly informative book by a well-known archaeologist. Mr. Robins 
has collected together the folk-lore and legends which have gathered during many 
centuries around the metalworker’s craft. From the primitive association of the 
smith with magic and religion the story moves on from the Middle Ages down to 
the village blacksmith of only yesterday. Metalwork technique is lightly touched 
on, but the main appeal of this book is to the arch: vcologist, folk-lore student and 
lover of ancient myths and legends. (398) 


WELSH LEGENDS AND FAIRY LORE. D. Parry-Jones. Batsford, 15s. 
1953. 224m. 192 pages. Illustrations by Ivor Owen. Bibliography. 
It is not surprising that a highly imaginative people like the Welsh, with their peculiar 
sensitivity to anything that savours of supernatural or magical operations, should 
have produced a wealth of legendary and folk-lore material, much of which invites 
speculation but defies explanation. In selecting the most colourful and interesting 
stories Mr. Parry-Jones has drawn not only upon printed sources, but has included 
many tales which he heard in his youth in West Wales. These are a valuable contri- 
bution to a highly entertaining volume, which combines a delightful style of story- 
telling, a puckish humour, and many shrewd observations on the possible origins 
of some legends. The illustrations are expressive of the atmosphere of magic and 
mystery. (398-209429) 


LINGUISTICS 
DICTIONARY OF GERMAN SYNONYMS. R. B. Farell. Cambridge 


University Press, 21s. 1953. 194 cm. 438 pages. 
The Professor of German in the University of Sydney has provided a work of 
reference which has no parallel in the equipment available to cither teacher or 
student. The information is listed under the English word, and the different shades 
of meaning of the German synonyms are clearly explained and illustrated by suitable 
sentences. The publishers say that only the bilingual can dispense with this help, 
but perhaps no one is so completely bilingual that he could not profit from it. With 
its aid the sixth form master can enliven his class work and deepen the interest of his 
pupils. The university student should use it constantly. (434) 


DICTIONARY OF MODERN ITALIAN. Italian-English and English- 
Italian. John Purves. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 12s.6d. 1953. 16cm. 862 pages. 
(Routledge’s Pocket Dictionaries) 

A modern Italian dictionary is a desideratum, because, as the lexicographer says in 

a brilliant little introduction: ‘the modernisation of Italian in the last fifty years has 

been unusually rapid’. Nowadays, our pocket dictionaries of the great cultural 
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languages must serve not only the humanities and the arts but the broad practical 
ranges of human affairs; and care has been taken here to provide vocabularies of 
the applied sciences, medicine, military and naval terms. The preliminary matter 
is most useful, especially in recording the auxiliaries of all irregular verbs. In the 
dictionary, irregular forms of the present tense are given and, when appropriate 
in the entries, idiomatic equivalents for related words. The dictionary is convenient in 
size and the typography is clear and agreeable. (453°2) 


PURE SCIENCE 
Mathematics 
THEORY OF FUNCTIONS OF REAL VARIABLES. Henry P. 
hielman. Butterworth, 35s. 1953. 22. cm. 222 pages. Diagrams. Index. (Prentice- 
Hall Mathematical Series) 
This laconic introduction to the classical topics of analysis—real numbers, limits, 
infinite series, measure, the Riemann and Lebesgue integrals—makes use of the 
language of point-set topology and abstract spaces. It is suitable for the Honours 
mathematics undergraduate, while the top mathematical class of a good school 
could profitably study the more elementary parts. Much ground is covered, so that 
many important theorems are left as exercises for the reader. The work is a survey 
rather than a detailed study, but it gives a good bird’s-eye view of a wide field, 
and guidance to further reading is supplied to assist the student in expanding a 
compact exposition. The author is Professor of Mathematics, Iowa State College, 


U.S.A. ($17°1) 


Astronomy 
GUIDE TO THE MOON. Patrick Moore. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 16s. 1953. 
22$ cm. 224 pages. 14 illustrations. 13 figures in text. Map. Indexes. 
A clear account, for the general reader, of our present knowledge of the moon. 
It describes the observational facts in considerable detail, particularly the appearance 
of its surface, and concludes with a catalogue of the principal markings and a 
comprehensive index. The author, who is Secretary of the Lunar Section of the 
British Astronomical Association and a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society, 
gives a useful summary of the history of lunar observation and of the various theories 
put forward concerning the origin of the moon and of the moulding of its surface. 
He also discusses the possibility of space travel to the moon. Changes on the 
surface, eclipses of the moon (with a list up to 1987), and the tides are also discussed. 
(s23°3) 
Physics 
ADVANCED LEVEL APPLIED MATHEMATICS. C. G. Lambe. 
English Universities Press, 35s. 1953. 324 cm. 420 pages. Diagrams. Tables. (Physical 
Science Texts) 
A composite text based on experience at the Military College of Science with 
candidates for London Intermediate and equivalent examinations. The Statics section 
covers planar systems of forces, simple machines, bending movements and cognate 
topics; Hydrostatics covers fluid pressure, buoyancy and Boyle’s law; Dynamics 
covers plane kinematics and particle dynamics, impulse and oscillation about a fixed 
axis. A useful section (unusual in this context) deals with statistics—means and 
deviations—and includes good advice on their computation; it also covers simple 
applications of the normal distribution. An appendix expounds vector analysis in 
two dimensions. The mathematical level of the book is up to simple integration. 
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The exposition is clear, with many illustrations; and there are many examples and 
exercises. The selection and treatment of the various topics make this a valuable 
single text. (530) 


Chemistry 
CHEMISTRY AND MAN. Based on Four Lectures under the Auspices of 
the Chemical Council. Spon, 7s.6d. 1953. 20} cm. 96 pages. Tables. Index. 

Four articles based on lectures delivered in 1951 are included in this booklet which 
aims at bringing some of the past achievements and future possibilities of chemical 
research to the notice of general readers. Professor J. W. Cook deals with chemo- 
therapy and traces the improvements which chemistry has brought to the treatment 
of infectious diseases. Professor R. P. Linstead records advances in the chemical 
treatment of water and in the synthesis of detergents, dyestuffs and fibres. The late 
Sir Jack Drummond surveys the influence of chemistry upon the nature and quality 
of foodstuffs and touches on the ethics of using ‘substitutes’ and ‘additives’. Professor 
Sir Cyril Hinshelwood briefly outlines the philosophical background to modern 
chemical theories. (540°4) 


CHEMISTRY OF THE LANTHANONS. R. C. Vickery. Butterworth, 
358. 1953. 224cm. 304 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

The group of fifteen elements of atomic numbers 57 to 71 is here covered concisely 

yet thoroughly. Necessarily, nearly half the book is devoted to separation and 

purification, other aspects covered include occurrence, physical and chemical 
properties, analysis, uses and applications. Yttrium is covered briefly in an appendix. 

Owing to difficulties in their separation, all too little is known of these elements. 

They are now the object of much investigation (for example, as addition agents 

in metallurgy). Dr. Vickery is a scientist at the Commonwealth Scientific and 

Industrial Research Organisation at Melbourne and his book will be welcomed by 

physicists, chemists and others working in this difficult field. (546°6) 


Geology 


THE SKIN OF THE EARTH. Austin Miller. Methuen, 21s. 1953. 
208 pages. 67 sketch maps and diagrams. 41 tables. Index. 
Professor Miller provides in this textbook a useful guide to practical work in the 
laboratory for advanced students of physical geography. The first part covers 
structure and surface morphology, with the aim of reconstructing the original relief 
of a landscape to discover its evolutionary history. The second part deals with the 
air and its movements, rainfall and hydrology. These chapters contain exercises 
based on the statistical tables provided. The author, a recognised authority on these 
subjects, has developed many of the methods described. The text is clear, if sometimes 
rather brief, and is supported by numerous helpful diagrams. (551) 


22 cm. 


Prehistoric Archaeology 

ADAM’S ANCESTORS. An up-to-date outline of the Old Stone Age 
(Palaeolithic) and what is known about man’s origin and evolution. L. S. B. 
Leakey. 4th edition, completely rewritten. Methuen, 21s. 1953. 21 cm. 248 pages. 
22 plates. 34 drawings in text. Bibliography. Index. 

A highly individual book, presenting in a forceful manner the author’s views on the 

evolution of man and of prehistoric industries. This fourth edition is very different 
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from the earlier ones. It cannot be recommended as a textbook for students as 
divergent views of other authors are often left unmentioned, but coming from the 
pen of one of the most widely known prehistorians of the British Commonwealth 
it will appeal to many who wish to be introduced to prehistory, and especially those 
interested in Kenya and other parts of Africa. (s71°1) 


Anthropology 

THE SOUTHERN NILO-HAMITES. G. W. B. Huntingford. International 
African Institute, 15s. 1953. 24 cm. 152 pages. 6 maps. Bibliography. Index. Paper 
covers. (Ethnographic Survey of Africa, East Central Africa, Part VIII) 


THE TSWANA. I. Schapera. International African Institute, 8s.6d. 1953. 24 cm. 
80 pages. Map. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Ethnographic Survey of Africa, 
Southern Africa, Part Ml) 


THE ILA-TONGA PEOPLES OF NORTH WESTERN RHODESIA. 
M. A. Jaspan. International African Institute, 7s.6d. 1953. 24cm. 72 pages. Map. 
Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Ethnographic Survey of Africa, West Central 
Africa, Part IV) 


THE TIV OF CENTRAL NIGERIA. Laura and Paul Bohannan. International 
African Institute, 10s.6d. 1953. 24 cm. 100 pages. 5 diagrams. Map. Bibliography. 
Index. Paper covers. (Ethnographic Survey of Africa, Western Africa, Part VIII) 

The first of these further contributions to the Ethnographic Survey of Africa completes 

the studies of the Nilo-Hamitic peoples with the great Nandi and Masai groups. 

Professor Schapera has already published extensively on the Tswana people, both 

books and articles. The Ila people have already been the subject of a two-volume 

study by Dr. Edwin Smith (Jla-speaking Peoples of Northern Rhodesia, 1920) and 

the Tiv people of a series of volumes (1933-40) by Major R. C. Abraham; these 

new surveys are remarkably complete and condensed for practical reference. 
(572°967) ($72°9681) (572°96894) (5729669) 


ADAM WITH ARROWS. Inside New Guinea. Colin Simpson. Angus & 
Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 25s. 1953. 244 cm. 254 pages. 41 illus- 
trations (some in colour). 

Colin Simpson, the author of an informative work on the Australian aborigines, 

Adam in Ochre, here describes the life of little-known native tribes of inland New 

Guinea, whom he had the unusual privilege of visiting when he accompanied 

Australian officers engaged in exploring and pacifying remote parts of the Trustee- 

ship Territory. He writes with insight, and gives a considered and enthralling picture 

not only of the natives of the area, but also of the dangerous and exciting work 

of the officers whom he accompanied. (72-995) 


Natural History 

LAGGARD. R. Stevens. Faber, 15s. 1953. 21 cm. 310 pages. Illustrations by 
Brian Allderidge. 

The merit of this book is not in its subject matter, which is undistinguished—a 

description of the seasons in a wild part of England, of a journey to Iceland, of 

falconry excursions—but in the vivid and personal light which the writer throws on 

all that comes his way. There is good description of scenery, good character drawing, 

great excitement in the hawking episodes and a wide knowledge of wild creatures 

and plants, but these by themselves would not command attention without the 








directness of feeling and the sincerity which binds the raw material of the book 
together and makes its reading a unified experience. (574) 


Botany 
MUSHROOMS AND TOADSTOOLS. A Study of the Activities of Fungi. 
John Ramsbottom. Collins, 30s. 1953. 224 cm. 320 pages. 83 colour photographs 
by Paul L. de Laszlo and others. 58 black-and-white photographs. Bibliography. 
Index. (New Naturalist) 
Dr. Ramsbottom roams through all groups of fungi with an easy erudition, as befits 
one who has devoted a lifetime to their study, much of it at the Natural History 
Museum. Organisms so potent for human comfort and discomfort have a wide 
and curious literature and this is well exploited by the author. The general treatment 
is discursive: sometimes the subject matter is focussed by systematic groups with 
some special feature; sometimes by wide topics like reproduction and growth; 
and sometimes by habitats with their ranges of characteristic species. A final chapter 
tells the story of penicillin. Fungi lend themselves to colour photography better 
than most natural objects. (589-2) 


THE METABOLISM OF ALGAE. G. E. Fogg. Methuen, 8s.6d. 1953. 17 cm. 
160 pages. 20 diagrams. 12 tables. Bibliography. Index. (Methuen’s Monographs 
on Biological Subjects) 

A most useful summary of a very complicated subject. It gives a short account of 

respiration and glycolysis, a longer one of phototrophic assimilation of carbon, 

including a consideration of the distribution of the photosynthetic pigments in the 
various algal classes and their role in photosynthesis, and then chapters on chemo- 

trophic carbon assimilation and autotrophic nitrogen assimilation, followed by a 

brief note on heterotrophic nutrition. It also includes an account of the products of 

metabolism and suggestions as to a biochemical classification of the algae and ends 
with a chapter on growth and metabolism. So much matter in so small a space 
makes often heavy reading; but the sequence is logical and clear and the field is well 
covered; the work presents an adequate guide to the current state of our knowledge. 

(589°3) 

Zoology 

FEATHERED WINGS. A Study of the Flight of Birds. Anthony Jack. 
Methuen, 15s. 1953. 19 cm. 142 pages. 15 photographs. 44 figures in text. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

Bird flight is not an easy subject to present to the unscientific reader and the principles 

and technical terms encountered in this book need some determination to master. 

Beyond this the author has made it eminently intelligible by keeping his writing 

simple and by following his own developing interest from the starting point of a 

pilot’s interest in flight problems. The main part considers the properties and adap- 

tations of the wing and its uses in different types of flying; a short chapter follows 
on albatross flight; and finally the flying ‘environment’ (meteorology) is discussed 

in relation to navigation. (598-2) 


THE BIRDS OF THE BRITISH ISLES. Vol. I David Armitage 
Bannerman. Oliver & Boyd, 45s. 1953. 273 cm. 374 pages. 41 plates in colour 
from paintings by George E. Lodge. References. Index. 

This volume, with two others shortly to follow, covers the perching birds, or 

passerines. Still later volumes will deal with other orders. This work is on a “de luxe’ 
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scale, but it affords a unique opportunity to collect a long and representative series 
of Lodge’s superb paintings of British birds. With a few exceptions each species 
in this volume has a plate to itself, which means it can be shown on an adequate 
scale. The text is leisurely and cites from a wide literature; it is pleasant for once to 
escape from the potted pocket-book format and it is useful to have full discussions 
of distribution and geographical races. (598-2942) 


THE ANCIENT WHITE CATTLE OF BRITAIN AND THEIR 
DESCENDANTS. G. Kenneth Whitehead. Faber, 63s. 1953. 25} cm. 
174 pages. 81 photographs. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The author brings up to d: late and enlarges on the only other known work dealing 

with this subject, the Reverend John Storer’s Wild White Cattle of Great Britain 

which was written over seventy years ago. After taking up the still controversial 
topic of origin, and explaining the significance of white ‘colour’, Mr. Whitehead 
gives a full descriptive history of : . the known herds of white cattle, both ancient 
and modern, wild or domesticated, which have existed in the British Isles. There is 
also detailed reference to the polled domestic British Whites, for which strain a 


Society's Herd Book was formed in 1919. A magnificent collection of photographs 
illustrates the text, showing cattle in the Chillingham, Chartley, Cadzow and other 
famous herds. (599°73) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medical Sciences Public Health 
AN INTRODUCTION TO GENERAL PRACTICE. D. Craddock. 
H. K. Lewis, 42s. 1953. 224.cm. $70 pages. Tables. References. Index. 

Sir Heneage Ogilvie contributes the foreword to a book written to assist the young 
doctor entering general practice, « mscious of his inadequacy and of the complexity 
of human nature. Dr. Craddock first gives salient features of the complaints which 
present themselves in the surg Ty and of the common acute conditions encountered 


on the round. Then he considers mother and child, with particular attention to 
domiciliary obstetrics, breast feeding and common disorders of childhood, family 
planning and other important aspects of practice. He stresses those subjects on which 
teaching is scantiest, suggests treatments and gives much practical advice on how 
best and most efficiently to de: with the mentally or physically sick. (610) 


OUR NATIONAL ILL HEALTH SERVICE. An Essay on the Preser- 
vation of Health. Sir Sheldon F. Dudley. Watts, 15s. 1953. 20} cm. 240 pages. 
Bibliography. Indexes. 

From trends and episodes in the history of social health among civilians and in the 

services during the last two hundred years, a former Medical Director-General of 

the Royal Navy illustrates his argument, that the first responsibility of the National 
Jealth Service should be the promotion of positive health rather than medical, 
surgical and psychiatric treatment. He considers that the prime factors in ensuring 
physical well-being and longevity are adequate nutrition, sound and enforcible 
pub lic health legislation, the support 0 f the administrative and executive authorities 
and discipline in personal hygiene. This heats is attractively developed for civilian and 
service ial officers and for laymen. (610) 
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THE BRITISH CONTRIBUTION TO MEDICINE. Jaime Jarimillo- 


Arango. Livingstone, 25s. 1953. 23 cm. 232 pages. 46 photographs. References. 
Index. 


Himself an eminent surgeon, Dr. Jarimillo-Arango first designed this historical 
survey for the information of medical men in Latin America and for a memorial 
of his years in London as Colombian Ambassador. As the work gives a scientific 
estimate of British achievements and relates these to the contributions of other 
countries, an English edition is amply justified. Dr. Jarimillo-Arango chooses for 
description six medical discoveries of the last fifty years, anti-typhoid-paratyphoid 
inoculation, penicillin, the role of the mosquito in malaria transmission, paludrine, 
the vitamins, the synthesis of stilboestrol and other similar products of oestrogen 
action. (610-72) 


TEXTBOOK FOR MIDWIVES. Margaret F. Myles. Livingstone, 42s. 1953. 
22$cm. 688 pages. 380 illustrations and diagrams (some in colour). Tables. 
Coloured chart. Glossary. Index. 


Important features of this exhaustive textbook, based on Mrs. Myles’s experience of 

reparing pupil midwives for the Central Midwives Board examinations, are its 
Blending of theory with detailed descriptions of practical procedures and obstetrical 
nursing, its emphasis upon up-to-date as well as tried methods and upon the 
importance of the early recognition of the abnormal. Instructions are most lucidly 
given and are further clarified by excellent illustrations, designed to facilitate study 
and to assist practising midwives who have to deal single-handed with emergencies. 
Besides considering psychological aspects, abnormalities of pregnancy and labour, 
neonatal disorders, obstetrical operations, Mrs. Myles gives valuable advice on 
mothercraft teaching. (610-736) 


SYMPOSIUM ON FATIGUE. Edited by W. F. Floyd and A. T. Welford. 
H. K. Lewis, 24s. 1953. 24 cm. 204 pages. 9 plates. Diagrams. References. Index. 
(Ergonomics Research Society Publications) 


Anatomists, physiologists and psychologists contributed to the first symposium 
of the Ergonomics Research Society, which was founded in 1949 to promote the 
study of the design of machinery and equipment for human use. The twenty papers 
published here are representative of recent research work on such aspects of the 
subject as thermal environment, tropical fatigue, fatigue of muscular exertion, 
physiological valuation of heavy muscular work, visual fatigue, and psychological 
aspects, such as satiation and frustration, and attentional fatigue. The volume, 
excellently documented with references to basic and current papers, gives the 
specialist a valuable conspectus of fatigue research today. (612-7) 


FOOD AND HEALTH. S. D. Onabamiro. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. 1953. 18 cm. 
124 pages. Paper covers. (West African Penguins) 


The West African Penguins is a new series presenting discussions of local problems, 
but also treating general subjects from a specifically African point of view. This is 
a very practical volume; it deals simply with deficiency diseases, and points the way 
to better child nutrition and better health. A particular welcome should be given to 
this work which places the knowledge of an African expert—now a lecturer in 
Ibadan University, Nigeria—within the reach of most West Africans in a cheap 
and well-produced form. (613-2) 
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FOOD POISONING AND FOOD HYGIENE. Betty C. Hobbs. Edward 
Arnold, 14s. 1953. 224. cm. 184 pages. 44 illustrations. 12 tables. Index. 

A simple and readable handbook by the Director of the Food Hygiene Unit, Public 
Health Laboratory Service, for those who teach the principles of food hygiene or 
handle food. After an historical introduction, she examines the bacterial causes of 
food poisoning, the human and animal reservoirs of infection, the foodstuffs 
responsible and outbreaks which have occurred in recent years. She then discusses 
how food hygiene can be achieved by personal cleanliness, correct storage methods, 
kitchen design and equipment. A summary of legislation and advice on educative 
work complete a study of a subject often dull, but here most attractively presented. 

(614°3) 


DISORDERS OF THE BLOOD. Diagnosis, Pathology, Treatment, 
Technique. Sir Lionel E. H. Whitby and C. J. C. Britton. 7th edition. Churchill, 
638. 1953. 254m. 868 pages. 20 plates (12 in colour). 106 figures. 34 tables. 
References. Bibliography. Indexes. 


The authors’ aim is to present within the confines of a textbook knowledge 
concerning their subject up to mid-1953 and to comment upon it in the light of 
their own experience in teaching and practice. The comprehensiveness of the work 
and also the selective bibliographies, which list fundamental papers and some of 
historical interest, greatly add to its value to haematologists. After six introductory 
general chapters, the arrangement followed is a clinical one, concluding with an 
expanded chapter devoted to technique. Important material introduced for the first 
time in this thorough revision includes, besides new illustrations, a chapter on the 
biochemistry and cytochemistry of haemopoiesis, recent advances in haemopoietic 
metabolism, coagulation, therapeutics and the purpuric and haemorrhagic diseases. 

(616-15) 


PARSONS’ DISEASES OF THE EYE. 12th edition by Sir Stewart Duke- 
Elder. Churchill, 42s. 1953. 21 cm. 614 pages. 22 colour plates. 466 illustrations in 
text. Index. 


This concise, trustworthy textbook reappears reduced in size yet taking cognisance of 
recent research and presenting up-to-date practice. Sir Stewart Duke-Elder leaves no 
section unchanged. He includes important new material on virus diseases, aetiology 
of uveitis, glaucoma, symptomatic diseases of the eye, toxoplasmosis and retrolental 
fibroplasia. He deals adequately with antibiotics and hormone therapy, and with 
new methods of anaesthesia. As in previous editions, commoner operations are 
described in detail, but details are now given of others, such as cyclodiathermy 
and keratoplasty, which were hitherto only outlined, as are more specialised 
techniques. All the colour plates and many of the illustrations are new. (617°7) 


EDEN AND HOLLAND’S MANUAL OF OBSTETRICS. oth 
edition by Alan Brews. Churchill, 52s.6d. 1953. 23 cm. 824 pages. $7 plates 
(12 in colour). 378 illustrations in text. Tables. Bibliographies. Index. 


For post-graduates and students working for their qualifying examinations this 
manual is a clear and competent textbook; practitioners also have come to rely 
upon it for reference when dealing with the complications and emergencies of 
pregnancy and labour. The editor, Obstetric and Gynaecological Surgeon, the 
London Hospital, has been assisted in this complete revision by colleagues at 
the London Hospital, many of whom have provided illustrations, and revised the 
text of, or given advice on, the parts relating to their specialties. Besides covering 
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very thoroughly normal and abnormal aspects, the foetus, and obstetric operations, 
the book includes a useful chapter by Dr. Kenneth Tallerman on the newly born 
child and also much practical information regarding the maternity service, diet, 
exercises and social care. The admirable illustrations, many new, and the guides to 
further reading are a great asset to a work which is attractive, up to date and 
reliable. (618) 


APPLIED CYTOLOGY. G. R. Osborn. Butterworth, 35s. 1953. 25} cm. 
180 pages. 131 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


After seeing Dr. Papanicolaou’s work, Dr. Osborn is convinced that cytology has a 
place with other routine examinations in the hospital laboratory. This monograph 
is based upon the author’s subsequent experience, as Pathologist to the Derbyshir 
Royal Infirmary and Derbyshire Hospital for Women, of 5,000 cytological tests 
of vaginal smears, sputum, urine, breast fluid, pleural, peritoneal and other exudates, 
gastric and rectal fluid. He treats in the greatest detail the most important aspect, 
gynaecological cytology. General principles and techniques are considered and 
special attention is given to cytodiagnosis, to the elucidation of which Mr. J. S$ 
Fayers’s photographs make a valuable contribution. (618) 


Engineering: Mining 

KING’S COLLEGE, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF MINES RESEARCH PUBLICATION. Vol. 1, No. 1. 
1953. University of Durham. Annual. Gratis. Illustrated. 25 cm. 


This first issue contains a report by the Milburn Professor of Mining on the research 
activities of the School of Mines into such problems as strata control, mine ventilation 


and lighting, coal 


face mechanisation and coal preparation and ore dressing, and four 
articles by members of the staff and post-graduate students giving detailed accounts 
of the particular investigations in which they have been engaged. (6223307205) 
Shipbuilding 
MARINE STEAM BOILERS. J. H. Milton. Newnes, 27s.6d. 1953. 224.cm. 
264 pages. 116 diagrams. Tables. Index. (Marine Engineering) 
Chis has a practical bias, and is intended primarily for the sea-going engineer. The 
various types of boiler current in merchant ships are described and illustrated, and 
their Operation is exp 


. ; pga 
ined. Boiler mountings are also considered. The later chapters 


are particularly useful: one deals with the examination of boilers and their common 
defects; another with the maintenance of the Scotch boiler—still the most widely 
used type. Finally, the Classification Society’s Rules for marine boilers are enumerated 
and explained. The book should be helpful to the younger marine engineer, 


particularly if he is working for the Ministry of Transport or similar certificates. 
(623°873) 
—— Structural 
THE WORLD’S GREAT BRIDGES. H. Shirley Smith. Phoenix House, 
158. 1953. 22cm. 192 pages. 43 photographs. 24 drawings by Rowland I. 
Mainstone. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
This book, which has a wider range than its title suggests, should have a popular 
appeal to all classes of serious readers. It outlines in simple terms the history of bridge- 
building from earliest times, in all countries, and deals with all types. The book 
begins in an interesting manner and becomes fascinating when the author reaches 
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developments of the last two centuries. He is obviously heart and soul in his subject 
and his wide experience gives a substantial air of authority to all he says. Interesting 
snatches of biography relating to the great men of the past in this field add much 
to the book’s appeal. (624) 


Aeronautics 


A HISTORY OF FLYING. C. H. Gibbs-Smith. Batsford, 21s. 1953. 23 cm. 
304 pages. 161 illustrations. Bibliography. Indexes. 


This work conveys the aeronautical atmosphere of the past, and includes many 
events which, though not contributing directly to the growth of technique, never- 
theless rendered important indirect service to the art and science of flying by serving 
‘to keep alive the idea of human flight’. It deals mainly with the growth of the 
notion of the possibility of flight and its culmination in the invention of the aeroplane. 
This, and its early exploitation up to 1909, occupy the first 245 pages. There is a 
useful date list, and the bibliography is extensive. The book can be recommended. 
(629-109) 
Motor Vehicles 
MOTORING CAVALCADE. W. J. Bentley. Odhams Press, 16s. 1953. 254 cm. 


144 pages. 25 plates. Index. 


This fascinating book, which is not a technical textbook, will appeal to those, old or 
young, who are interested in the history of the motor-car or in ‘vintage’ models. 
The history and origin of each car-manufacturing company (Continental and 
American, as well as British) is given in detail, and particularly interesting ate the 
brief life histories of the various motor magnates whose names are, or have been, 
family bywords. The author is to be congratulated on his selection of illustrations. 
(629°209) 
Agriculture 
SOCIETY AND THE LAND. Robert Trow-Smith. Cresset Press, 18s. 1953. 
22$ cm. 252 pages. 10 illustrations. 


Mr. Trow-Smith, author of English Husbandry, begins this study of British rural 
life with the Saxon age and carries it, through four main periods, to the present day, 
asking at each stage what places in the national economy are filled by agriculture, 
the landlord, farmer and worker, and the land itself. The book is an interesting 
historical account, for the non-specialist, of the relations between agriculture, national 
prosperity and social life. (630°942) 


Forestry 
THE FORESTER’S HANDBOOK. H. L. Edlin. Thames & Hudson, 35s. 


1953. 22$ cm. 408 pages. 31 photographs. 12 line drawings. 10 tables. Bibliography. 

Index. 
Mr. Edlin is known from his previous publications as a champion of the official 
forestry policy of this country. In this comprehensive book he writes for the owner 
of private woodland, great or small, and there is no topic from valuation to fire- 
fighting or pests with which he does not deal. The hints on modifying standard 
forestry procedures for small-scale enterprises will be valuable in any country whose 
timber resources are despoiled or diminishing. The example which Great Britain 
is setting in tackling at last the rehabilitation of her private woodlands may well be 
followed by other countries, and this book will come as a timely guide. (6349) 
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ELEMENTS OF FOREST ECONOMICS. Sven Petrini. Translated from 
the Swedish by Mark L. Anderson. Oliver & Boyd, 22s.6d. 1953. 234 cm. 
218 pages. Tables. Figures. Index. 

Professor Anderson has recently published a translation of Dr. Knuchel on Swiss 

forestry principles; now he gives us a work from Sweden. Professor Petrini’s hand- 

book, published in 1946, was intended for Swedish forestry students, being a technical 
discussion of valuation, costing and rotation planning in forests managed to secure 

the highest productivity. Swedish forests are mainly coniferous and they represent a 

large part of the country’s natural wealth. Both these factors invite a rigorously 

applied economic planning. Nevertheless, a careful and persevering digestion of 

Professor Petrini’s book should enable students to adapt its principles to countries 

where forestry conditions differ radically. (63492) 


Livestock 
DISEASES OF LIVESTOCK. T. G. Hungerford. 3rd edition. Grahame Book 
Co. (Sydney, Australia), 65s. 1953. 25 cm. 660 pages. Illustrations. Index. 

The author, Lecturer in Poultry Diseases in the University of Sydney and an authority 
on the diseases of domestic animals, has added much new material to this edition 
of a book which has proved extremely popular. He deals with the illnesses of all 
forms of livestock, with the exception of poultry, summarising and simplifying 
recent data not easily available in book form, and presents his subject in non-technical 
language, so that farmers and students may find the work easy to use. The veterinary 
surgeon will also find it useful, containing as it does such information as host check 
lists of parasites. (636-0896) 


BEEF PRODUCTION. M. M. Cooper. Nelson, 12s.6d. 1953. 204m. 244 
pages. 20 plates. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Nelson’s Agriculture Series) 

A full account of the various considerations involved in breeding, rearing and 

fattening cattle in Great Britain. The author is Professor of Agriculture at Wye 

College, University of London, and as can be expected he shows a deep understanding 

of his subject. A special chapter dealing with beef cattle on hill and marginal land 

has been contributed by the grassland expert A. G. (“Canada’) Davies. (636-21) 


PIGS: THEIR BREEDING, FEEDING AND MANAGEMENT. 
V. C. Fishwick. sth, revised, edition by W. Andrew Biggar. Crosby Lockwood, 
18s. 1953. 22 cm. 248 pages. 32 plates. 2 diagrams. 14 plans. Index. (Agricultural 
and Horticultural Series) 

First published in 1939, the late V. C. Fishwick’s book has become widely accepted 

as one of the best standard works on pig husbandry. This fifth edition has been 

revised in the light of post-war changes and probable future trends, several chapters 
having been completely rewritten. It does, however, retain its original character, 
being first and foremost a record of Mr. Fishwick’s life work in pig husbandry 
research at Wye College, University of London, and as such is full of vital information 
for both farmer and student. (636-4) 


Domestic Economy 

HOUSECRAFT SCIENCE. J. M. Holt. Bell, 8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 192 pages. 
28 illustrations. 

An essentially practical book, of interest to all home-makers but especially helpful 

to inexperienced and non-scientifically minded housewives who will find in it 
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simple explanations, with admirably clear diagrams, of how houses are constructed, 
their water, drainage, heating and lighting systems and how such appliances as 
immersion heaters, irons, washing machines, vacuum cleaners and refrigerators 
work. Different kinds of equipment, methods of cooking and cleaning, types of 
fuel, etc. are scientifically examined and numerous examples are given to show 
how the application of scientific principles can contribute to the comfort, health 
and happiness of the household. (640) 


Cookery 


A FLASH IN THE PAN. Ernestine Carter. Hamish Hamilton, 7s.6d. 1953. 
I9 cm. 146 pages. 


This is a book for those who like to eat well and entertain their friends with interesting 
dishes but whose time for cooking is limited. None of these delicious recipes takes 
more than an hour to prepare and many have the additional advantage for the 
hostess-cook of being capable of preparation well in advance of the arrival of the guests. 
The author assumes in her readers a good knowledge of the basic culinary skills 
and access to a well (but not extravagantly) stocked larder and refrigerator, and for 
all such she will prove a stimulating and entertaining guide. (641°5) 


ITALIAN COOKING. Robin Howe. Deutsch, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 204 pages. 


An excellent conspectus of regional cooking. Here are authentic and enticing recipes 
from many parts of Italy; it is interesting, too, to see examples of some of the special 
food eaten on certain Feast Days. There is a wide variety of typical dishes from 
hors d'oeuvres to sweets, and those using pasta are seen in their proper perspective. 
Where ingredients are indigenous, Mrs. Howe has made intelligent adaptations. 
Though not for the complete novice, her enthusiastically written book offers much 
to the enterprising cook. (641-59) 


Graphic Arts Industries: Bookbinding 


BOOKBINDING AND THE CARE OF BOOKS. A Text-book for 
Bookbinders and Librarians. Douglas Cockerell. sth edition. Pitman, 15s. 1953. 
19}cm. 346 pages. 12 plates. Drawings by Noel Rooke. Glossary. Index. 
(Artistic Crafts) 

A classic on the craft of bookbinding which has been of the utmost value to book- 

binders and librarians throughout the fifty years which have passed since it was first 

written. Prior to his death in 1945, the author intended to revise the book and 
include notes on some of the new ways of doing things that he and his son, Sydney 

M. Cockerell, had developed. For this edition, the latter has added an appendix 

dealing with some of these findings, which include, inter alia, most valuable short 

notes on finishing and vellum. (655-45) 


Business Management 


MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTING. Leslie V. Wheeler. Gee, 21s. 1953. 
224 cm. 144 pages. 5 plates. Diagrams. Tables. 


Much useful information is here given clearly and sometimes from a refreshingly 
original point of view, and should be of particular value to those in industry and 
commerce who need to know what they may or may not expect from accountants 
in order to help them run their businesses. Double-entry book-keeping is graphically 
reviewed; the essentials of depreciation, marginal costing and profit-planning are 
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well illustrated, and the importance of careful timing and presentation of data is 
explained. The chapter on standard costs follows ‘classic’ lines but virtually ignores 
the derivation of the standards themselves. Mechanised accounting is reviewed very 
briefly. (658-15) 





Manufactures: Textiles 

TEXTURE. A Review of Textile Practices and Values. Editor: Percy Ripley 
Vol. 1, No. 1, June 1953. Percy Ripley (Fairfax, Wilderness Road, Chislehurst, Kent) 
Quarterly. 24s. per annum. Illustrated. 244 cm. 

A journal which will concern itself with cultural as well as with scientific and industrial 

expressions of textile activities. The section on Practice in the first issue includes 

book reviews, articles on technical problems in the rayon, hosiery and the woollen 

and worsted industries, a special uticle on the Textile Scene in India, and the first 

instalment of An Encyclopaedia of Fabrics. The section on Values includes articles o1 

The Poetry of Silk, English Textile Design and The Influence of Textile Research 

on Social Customs. (677°05) 


COTTON TRADE DIRECTORY OF THE WORLD, 1953. Thomas 
Skinner, 60s. 1953. 25 cm. 1,676 pages. Indexes. 

This guide is full of useful information to all concerned in the trade. About 17,00 
companies, firms and associations are included, and all heac ry are given in six 
languages: English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish. A general 
section supplies much detail of general interest; lists of exporters and merchants, 
arranged by countries and towns, include names from sixty-four countries; a section 
on spinners, manufacturers and doublers gives particulars from sixty-two foreign 
countries; and a list of directors, partners, managers, secretaries and salesmen forms 

Who’s Who of the British cotton industry. Particulars are also given of rayon, 
synthetic fibre, British linen, jute and flax manufacturers, etc., and there is a useful 
list of British, Canadian and United States trade marks. (677-2) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 


SEEING AND KNOWING. Bernard Berenson. Chapman & Hall, 18s. 1953 
21} cm. $4 pages of text. 88 pages of plates. 
This essay is written with a boldness of generalisation and verve of expression 
characteris stic of the doyen of art critics. Mr. Berenson claims that the visual arts 
represent a “compromise between what we see and what we know’, especi: lly in 
the representation of the human figure and in landscape. The twentieth century 
trend towards abstraction and the abandonment of the ‘principle of representation 
is interpreted as an aberration and impediment to the communicable and intelligible 
aspects of art—a point of view which will be welcomed by many readers, though 
it represents an over-simplified and slightly dated judgment. Nobody, however, 
will fail to be stimulated by the lively and often profound observations with which 
Mr. Berenson surveys the visual arts from prehistoric cave paintings down to the 
Impressionists. The illustrations are illuminated by brilliant comments, often a merc 
phrase, which reveal new aspects of even the best-known pictures. (700 
PEDAGOGICAL SKETCHBOOK. Paul Klee. Introduction and translation 
from the German by Sibyl Moholy-Nagy. Faber, 15s. 1953. 25cm. 64 pages 
87 diagrams. 
Paul Klee (1879-1940), a Swiss artist of international repute, taught for several years 
at the famous school of design known as the Bauhaus, founded at Weimar by the 
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architect Walter Gropius after World War I. His Pedagogical Sketchbook, which is 
here translated and printed in the same layout as was adopted in 1925, may be loosely 
described as the lecture notes which Klee used for the Bauhaus theoretical training 
in design. The collection of notes, definitions and diagrams concerning the nature 
of line (the measure of all structural proportion), dimension, balance and projection 
looks formidable at first glance, but the student will find his apprehension of these 
basic components in visual design immensely enriched by Klee’s analysis. (701) 


COUNTRY LIFE ANNUAL, 1954. Country Life, 7s.6d. 1953. 334cm. 
220 pages, including advertisements. Numerous illustrations (some in colour). 
Paper covers. 

This variegated and inexpensive annual is this year notable for three articles with 

good colour plates. Mr. W. W. Winkworth illustrates Chinese Snuff Boxes; 

Mr. Tracy Philipps investigates the Mountains of the Moon in Equatorial Africa, 

and Mr. Christopher Hussey, in his article on Holkham Hall, Norfolk, describes it 

as ‘an eighteenth century counterpart to some great Cistercian abbey in representing 
the idealism of its time’. The choice fruit of aesthetic idealism is, in fact, the theme 
of many of the contributions, which are devoted to such pleasures as fine clocks, 

furniture and pictures. (705) 


A DICTIONARY OF ANTIQUES. Sheila Stuart. Chambers, 21s. 1953. 


> 


, 
204 cm. 


268 pages. Coloured frontispiece. Line drawings in text. Index. 

A classified dictionary of antiques with alphabetically arranged entries grouped in 
six divisions—furniture, smaller antiques, pottery and china, glass, silver and Sheffield 
plate, and pewter. The information is factual and to the point, the book being 
intended mainly for novices in the collecting field. Miss Stuart is the author of 
Antiques on a Modest Income and a collector of considerable experience well qualified 
to write for the discerning amateur. (708-03) 


Architecture 
A SHORT DICTIONARY OF ARCHITECTURE. Dora Ware and 
Betty Beatty. New edition. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 1953. 224m. 135 pages. 
Diagrams. 
A revised and enlarged edition of a useful and practical reference book, equally 
suitable for both students of architecture and laymen. It has the particular virtues 
of being up to date and intelligible in its definitions, rare virtues among architectural 
dictionaries. The clarity of the many line drawings is especially to be commended. 
(720°3) 
ARCHITECTS’ YEAR BOOK, 5. Edited by Trevor Dannatt. Elek Books, 
428. 1953. 25$.cm. 294 pages. Illustrations. Plans. Diagrams. Index. 
Elegantly produced and illustrated, this volume offers, in a remarkably varied series 
of articles ranging in subject matter from systems of proportion to ready-to-erect 
wall sections, a panorama of what architects today are thinking, doing and using. 
The authors are all expert (or prominent) in their particular fields, but their contri- 
butions avoid technical jargon, and the layman who is interested in modern 
architecture and its relationship to other arts can follow as readily as the professional 
architect. (720°5) 
THE NEW SMALL HOUSE. F. R. S. Yorke and Penelope Whiting. 
Architectural Press, 25s. 1953. 25 cm. 144 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
In the words of the authors, who are architects working in the same firm, this is 
‘really a picture book to be browsed through, showing some of the most interesting 
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houses that have been built since the war, with notes to describe their construction, 
and the materials they are made from and the equipment in them’. Some sixty-five 
examples are given, among them eighteen bungalows; all are in the low-cost range, 
the majority in England. The result is stimulating and a proof that, despite material 
shortages, interesting houses can and have been built. (728) 


Drawing: Commercial Art 


THE ART OF SIGNWRITING. B. Hearn. Batsford, 21s. 1953. 25} cm. 
114 pages. 33 illustrations. Glossary. Index. 


A practical manual written primarily for the young student on the technical and 
artistic aspects of signwriting. The author writes with the experience of forty years 
in this field of commercial art, discussing lettering, design and heraldry as well as 
giving details of methods of work. There are useful illustrations which will help 
towards the author’s expressed aim of ‘a general improvement of the lettering on 
Britain’s signboards’. (741°67) 


Decorative Arts 


THE PERSIAN CARPET. A Survey of the Carpet-Weaving Industry of 
Persia. A. Cecil Edwards. Duckworth, 210s. 1953. 29cm. 400 pages. 6 colour 
plates. 419 illustrations. 9 maps. Tables. Index. 


The author was for many years engaged in the Persian carpet trade and knew Persia 
intimately from a thirteen years’ residence. He provides a meticulous record of the 
weaver's craft as it exists today, with several maps of the main weaving areas, 
interesting details about groups of designers and craftsmen, and a lavish set of illus- 
trations. When so much has been written about past achievements it is satisfactory 
to have so authoritative a work on the present state of the industry and to know 
that the exquisite designs of rugs and carpets are still being produced in the old 
tradition. (746-7) 


Painting 
THE LANGUAGE OF PICTURES. David Bell. Batsford, 25s. 1953. 23 cm. 
174 pages. 15 plates. Notes. Index. 


An elementary approach, straightforward, sympathetically written, addressed to 
intelligent laymen who have little knowledge of pictures or experience in looking 
at them. Mr. Bell claims that enjoyment of pictures is a normal pleasure for laymen 
as well as specialists, and proceeds to give an explanation of what the painter is trying 
to say. He discusses The Picture and Its Form, The Picture and Its Use, The Subject 
and Its Content, Nature and Form, and The Brush Which Talks, illustrating his 
points with frequent references to the works of old and new masters. The author is 
Director of the Glynn Vivian Art Gallery, Swansea. (750) 


PAINT YOUR OWN PICTURES. Norman Colquhoun. Penguin Books, 
2s. 1953. 18 cm. 224 pages. Diagram. Glossary. Paper covers. (Penguin Handbooks) 


Written for the complete beginner, this book tells those who would like to paint, 
but are too frightened or uncertain to begin, how to approach their new hobby in 
a positive frame of mind. Besides advice about colour, paints and pigment and a 
Ciscussion on oil painting, water colour and other media, the author makes helpful 
comments on some of the practical difficulties which the novice has to face—from 
learning how to manipulate his materials to the best methods of defence against the 
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uninvited comments of passers-by when painting in the open air. Mr. Colquhoun 
has specialised in art therapy and has first-hand, sympathetic knowledge of the 
beginner’s difficulties in painting. (751) 


SILHOUETTES. An Introduction to Their History and to the Art of Cutting 
and Painting Them. Raymond Lister. Pitman, 12s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 88 pages. 
21 illustrations. 5 illustrations in the text. Bibliography. Index. 


Silhouettes are among the most attractive forms of profile art. At the end of the 
eighteenth and in the early nineteenth centuries, before the invention of the daguerro- 
type and photography, they enjoyed a great vogue as a less expensive means of 
securing likenesses than the painted miniature or family portrait. In this book the 
Librarian of the Royal Society of Miniature Painters, Sculptors and Gravers discusses 
the history, artistic aims and techniques of the silhouette, claiming that the process 
has many present-day possibilities in films, advertising and book illustration. A useful 
short introduction for both the collector of silhouettes and the practising artist, 
whether amateur or professional. (757) 


CARAVAGGIO. His Incongruity and His Fame. Bernard Berenson. Chapman 
& Hall, 18s. 1953. 214 cm. 132 pages of text. 88 pages of plates. 


The work of the Italian painter Caravaggio (1573-1610) is here examined and 
interpreted in a notable essay which has the rare merit of appealing both to the 
specialist and to the amateur. Mr. Berenson writes with a complete absence of jargon, 
revealing to the reader in an exciting and unusual fashion the enigmatic qualities in 
the work of this fiery-tempered, short-lived artist. The lack of definition of space, 
dimensions and location, and the incongruity with which sacred and profane elements 
are combined in the same picture, are shown to be even more characteristic of 
Caravaggio’s paintings than the startling light effects with which his name is often 
associated. Caravaggio’s role in the establishment of the baroque style of painting is 
critically examined and his position established as ‘perhaps the most serious as well 
as the most interesting painter that Italy produced between Tintoretto and Tiepolo’. 

(759°5) 


MICHELANGELO MERISI DA CARAVAGGIO. His Life, His Legend, 
His Works. Roger Hinks. Faber, 50s. 1953. 26cm. 126 pages. 97 plates (1 in 
colour). Bibliography. Index. 


Mr. Hinks’s study of Caravaggio has a rather longer text than Berenson’s essay (see 
above) and a much fuller Catalogue of the artist’s works, recording the history of 
and Jiterature concerning each picture reproduced in the plates. Part I deals with 
the ‘life and legend’ of Caravaggio, and the second part with the paintings, which 
are discussed in their probable historical sequence, and placed in the canon of works 
‘acknowledged as authentic or reasonably attributable to his hand’. Mr. Hinks 
incorporates the result of very recent research into Caravaggio problems in a 
monograph which will be essential to all students of Italian painting in the late 
sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. (759°5) 


Music 


INTRODUCTION TO THE PSYCHOLOGY OF MUSIC. G. Révész. 
Translated from the German by G. I. C. de Courcy. Longmans, 30s. 1953. 23 cm. 
276 pages. 25 illustrations. 20 tables. 33 musical examples. Bibliography. Index. 


Research in this field has expanded so much in the last two decades that an authoritative 
new book is welcome, especially when written by this eminent Hungarian scholar, 
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now Professor of Psychology in the University of Amsterdam. He covers a whole 
range of acoustics, sound perception, voice function, and the psychology of sound 
including the delicate functions of the musical ear. Professor Révész advances new 
and most interesting theories about the possible origins of the very simplest form of 
musical utterance among primitive peoples. The last section, which deals with the 
fundamental problems of musical psychology, contains fascinating chapters on 
talent, capacity and inheritance. Cautious deductions from the tentative data derived 
from experiments, combined with a lively interest in musicians as human beings, 
have produced an unusually readable book likely to be of value for some time to 
come. (780-1) 


SOME THOUGHTS ON BEETHOVEN’S CHORAL SYMPHONY 
with Writings on Other Musical Subjects. Ralph Vaughan Williams. Oxford 
University Press, 158. 1953. 20} cm. 180 pages. Musical Examples. 

Besides the provocative title essay, this almost complete and very important collection 

of Vaughan Williams’s writings ranges from J. S$. Bach to Holst and folk music, 

and includes a ‘musical autobiography’. Three-quarters of the essays have been 
written since 1940. Here stand revealed the almost paradoxical range and limitation 
of the mind of a great composer, now in his eighty-first year. His sardonic wit and 
forthright opinions appear on almost every page, making most lively reading. As 

a key to his youthfulness of outlook there serves the chapter on Composing for the 

Films where he opines that this medium has ‘potentialities for a combination of all 

the arts that Wagner never dreamt of’. On the other hand, his sarcastic reproach 

of those who seek to recover eighteenth century standards of performance is surely 
based on prejudice rather than reflection. Nevertheless, it is a book to read, ponder 

and enjoy. (780-4) 


JOHANNES OCKEGHEM. Emnst Kienek. Sheed & Ward, 73.6d. 1953. 
224.cm. 94 pages. Bibliography. (Great Religious Composers) 
Kienek, a distinguished Austrian composer now resident in Los Angeles, and the 
publishers are to be congratulated on the first volume in this series. As no book 
on the Flemish master Ockeghem (c. 1429-c. 1495) has been written in English before, 
it was necessary to explain the nature of the sacred music of the early Renaissance, 
and how its ideals, structure and conditions of performance differ so radically from 
those of the later and more familiar baroque and classical periods. Ktenek writes 
enthusiastically, though at times awkwardly, and shows clearly what an important 
influence Ockeghem had on French and Italian music after his death. (783) 


The Theatre 
THEATRE. Harold Hobson. Burke, 21s. 1953. 2 


24 cm. 248 pages. 16 plates (8 in 
colour). 4 line drawings. Bibliography. Index. (I 


leasures of Life) 

Harold Hobson, the dramatic critic of the Sunday Times, groups his pleasures of the 
theatre under six headings: The Audience, Actors and Actresses, Great Moments, 
Mishaps and Excitements, Controversy, and Emotion. Travelling haphazardly 
through past and present centuries of playgoing, he dwells on a variety of subjects, 
quoting now from his own experiences, now from those of Leigh Hunt, Charles 
Lamb, and others. He recalls passages from Oxberry’s Dramatic Biography, from the 
anonymous The Daughters of Thespis and much from G. H. Lewes. In all, it is a happy 
anthology and a delightful bedside book for any theatre lover. (792) 


40 


} 
) 


THE ACTOR’S WAYS AND MEANS. Michael Redgrave. Heinemann, 
10s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 90 pages. 27 illustrations. Notes. 


The Rockefeller Foundation Lectures, Department of Drama, University of Bristol, 
1952-53. Michael Redgrave told the students that they would be unlikely to carry 
away ‘anything but a personal, temporary valuation’; yet, if no final pronouncement 
is made, every student of the art of acting and the playgoer who tries to discover 
the secret of that art should be interested in the opinions of this famous actor, who 
has played many parts. Michael Redgrave divides his subject into Cause and Effect, 
Instinct and Method and The Theatre and the Word, in which he describes some of 
the most significant moments in drama. The book contains photographs of many 
of the author’s outstanding roles. (792°02) 


PLAYS AND PLAYERS. Editor: Ronald Barker. Vol. 1, No. 1, October 
1953. Hansom Books. Monthly, 1s.6d. 20s. per annum. Illustrated. 28 cm. 


A magazine devoted to ‘straight’ plays and musicals. The first number contains articles 
on Seven Playwrights, on Comedy in 1953, on the young actresses of the English 
theatre. There are notes of plays in rehearsal, critiques of new plays (including T. S. 
Eliot’s The Confidential Clerk) and a page of information about the repertory and 
amateur theatres. A theatre guide, notices of new books of interest to theatre-goers 


: , 
and notes of dramatic recordings are also included. (792°05) 





OFF-STAGE. A Personal Record of the First Twelve Years of State Sponsored 
Drama in Great Britain. Charles Landstone. Elek Books, 18s. 1953. 22$ cm. 
4 pages. 11 illustrations. Indexes. 


} 


Out of a narrative largely autobiographical comes an account of the theatre in 
Britain from the outbreak of war in 1939, and of the formation of C.E.M.A. (Council 
for the Encouragement of Music and the Arts). Charles Landstone held an executive 


position on C.E.M.A. and was liaison officer with the Old Vic; when C.E.M.A. 
became the Arts Council he was its Associate Drama Director from 1942 to 19§2. 
He is therefore able to recall in detail these beginnings of state sponsored drama in 
Britain. He gives a full account of the controversy over entertainment tax, the tours 


ly 


arranged by C.E.M.A. and the companies controlled by the Arts Council, and final 
discusses at leneth the Old Vic administration from the time of its wartime evacuation 
to Burnley to the present. In less detail he writes of the new municipal powers for 


1 ‘ : 1 
spending rate money on entertainment. An important book by an authoritative 
writer. (792-0942) 


THE SHAKESPEARE MEMORIAL THEATRE, 1951-53. A Photo- 
graphic Record, with a critical analysis by Ivor Brown. Photographs by Angus 
McBean. Reinhardt, 18s. 1953. 27 cm. 22 pages of text. Frontispiece. 86 pages of 
plates. 








In his short introduction, Ivor Brown reviews the policy of the governors of the 
Memorial Theatre which directed the company ‘to carry Stratford to the world’. 
Australia, New Zealand and Germany have already been visited, and plans for 1954 
include tours to the U.S.A. and Canada. Sound administration under the leadership 
of Anthony Quayle was responsible for the memorable performances of Shakespeare’ 

historical plays in 1951, and for ten other major productions, all Shakespearean 
with the exception of Ben Jonson’s Volpone. Ivor Brown gives a concise appraisal of 
each, and of the audiences’ reactions. (792-0942) 
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Ballet 
THE DIAGHILEV BALLET 1909-1929. S. L. Grigoriev. Translated from 
the Russian and edited by Vera Bowen. Constable, 35s. 1953. 224 cm. 300 pages. 
32 illustrations. Index. 
‘Probably the only man living who knows the history of the troupe from its first 
performance to its last’, said C. W. Beaumont, is Serge Leonidovich Grigoriev, who, 
as Régisseur, was responsible for production and administration and frequently for 
the rehearsal and maintenance of the repertoire. His narrative, expanded from 
log-books, keeps strictly within this province. Its dry style engages trust and the 
personal factor can be recognised and isolated. As the company’s bones are dis- 
passionately reassembled, its surging activity takes living shape again. The view is 
general, occasionally brought into sudden near-focus with a careful record of some 
discussion or a sharply pictorial first impression of a colleague. Eventually the image 
of the unique relationship between man and company—towards which every writer 
on the subject gropes but few illumine other than controversially—becomes, in this 
valuable study, clearer to sight and understanding. (792°8) 


THE BALLET ANNUAL 1954. A Record and Year Book of the Ballet. 
Edited by Arnold L. Haskell. 8th issue. Black, 21s. 1953. 25$cm. 144 pages. 
Coloured frontispiece. 130 photographs. Drawings by Milein Cosman and 
Monique Lancelot. Index. 

Covering the ballet year August 1952 to July 1953, this issue presents a review of 

outstanding events in London, fortified by check lists of ballets and companies 

seen there, and articles, mostly fairly brief, on the year’s work in France, Denmark, 

Italy, Yugoslavia, Greece, Sweden, the United States and Australia. Pierre Michaut 

is extremely interesting on ballet and the film in France. There are notes on various 

aspects of Delibes’ ballets, an appreciation of the dancers of the Sadler’s Wells corps, 
brief book reviews, obituaries, and generous photographic illustration throughout. 

This issue is the first to be indexed. A cumulative index to the previous seven volumes 

is in preparation. (792°8) 


Broadcasting 
ON THE AIR. A Study of Broadcasting in Sound and Television. Roger 
Manvell. Deutsch, 16s. 1953. 224 cm. 216 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

This little book deals well with a big subject. The history of radio and television in 
many countries is contrasted with the achievement of the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. Many of the very serious questions which this powerful instrument 
for good or evil produces are frankly discussed—control, monopoly, sponsoring, 
freedom of speech, creation of public taste, etc. The text is liberally ornamented 
with examples from past and recent practice both in Britain and elsewhere, and a 
useful book list is appended. The author is well known as a writer and lecturer on 
films and broadcasting and has himself had long experience both behind the scenes 
and as a performer on the B.B.C. (792°94) 


Sports and Games 

THE MIDDLE GAME IN CHESS. Reuben Fine. Hollis & Carter, 25s. 1953. 
22 cm. 448 pages. Diagrams. Indexes. 

The approach to the middle game—the heart of chess—is through the analysis of 

the positions that occur. The author points out that, unlike the opening game, 

‘theoretical’ variations are of little value, and, unlike the end game, ‘precisely analysed 

positions are not repeated over and over again’. He develops the theme that the main 
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concern must be with the ideas that are used to understand what goes on, and therefore 
the emphasis in this book is on developing the ability to analyse a position and to 
proceed accordingly. The author’s great knowledge of the game is conveyed with 
great clarity to the average player. (794°1) 


CONTRACT BRIDGE COMPLETE. Charles H. Goren. Rockliff, 25s. 
1953. 22$.cm. $12 pages. Diagrams. 


POINT COUNT BIDDING IN CONTRACT BRIDGE. Charles H. 
Goren. Revised edition. Eyre & Spottiswoode, ss. 1953. 18cm. 160 pages. 
Diagrams. Paper covers. 

The author of these two books is one of the leading bridge experts in the world 

today. In the first he has collected all the essentials of contract bridge, covering the 

point count method of evaluating hands, the modern conventions such as Blackwood, 

Stayman and others, all the laws and many examples of bidding and playing pro- 

cedure. It is a very comprehensive reference book on the game. The second is an 

up-to-date revision of his now well-known and authoritative book on the point 
count method of bidding, which is set out with extreme clarity for the average 

bridge player. (795-41) 


THE PLAYFAIR BOOK OF TEST CRICKET. Vol. II. Compiled by 
Roy Webber. Playfair Books, 21s. 1953. 25 cm. 256 pages. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Compiled by the leading cricket statistician of the day, this second volume of Test 

Cricket records covers the period 1946 to the spring of 1953. It includes the full 

scores and details of all Test matches played in these post-war years between Australia, 

England, India, New Zealand, Pakistan, South Africa and the West Indies. The 

appendices in volume one have been brought up to date and two new features 

added. These are a complete Test Record Section covering the period from March 

1877 to April 1953, and a select bibliography of cricket books on the individual 

series of Test matches. Although so largely statistical this is an extremely good book 

for all-the-year-round reading by all cricket enthusiasts of any age. (796°3) 


LITERATURE 


THE CREATIVE ELEMENT. A Study of Vision, Despair and Orthodoxy 
among Some Modern Writers. Stephen Spender. Hamish Hamilton, 15s. 1953. 
22$ cm. 200 pages. 

A series of lectures delivered recently at the University of Cincinnati and comple- 

mentary to the author’s earlier study The Destructive Element. His theme is the struggle 

of modern writers since Baudelaire to gain control through the perceptions of their 
inner life over the intractable external realities of modern civilisation. Rimbaud, 

Rilke, Yeats and Eliot are the chief representative poets whom he examines and 

D. H. Lawrence, E. M. Forster, George Orwell and Evelyn Waugh the prose writers. 

As so often, Mr. Spender shines most when discussing these authors in detail, but 

the total effect of his lectures is at times hampered by obscurity of expression. (804) 


American Literature 


UNDERCLIFF. Poems 1946-1953. Richard Eberhart. Chatto & Windus, 
10s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 128 pages. 


Mr. Eberhart is a metaphysical poet, intently looking at sea, rock, earth, tree and 
asking ‘why?’ His questioning is not of the mind and body, but of the mind only, 
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and his poems are consequently ratiocinative and temperate—both qualities of the 
intellect rather than of the heart. He writes mostly in quatrains that have a hard, 
glittering precision—one feels that he works deftly on his poems like a gem cutter— 
and he has a habit of emphasising a metrical pattern by inserting unmetrical lines; 
this surprises and gives his work ‘character’. A book that repays careful reading. 
(811°5) 
English Poetry 
FREEDOM ON THE WALLABY. Poems of the Australian People. Edited 
by Marjorie Pizer. Pinchgut Press (Sydney, Australia), 19s.6d. 1953. 25 cm. 
208 pages. Index. 
This anthology of Australian poetry, from the first date of settlement, differs from 
the usual anthology in that its purpose is not to present the ‘best’ poetry written 
in Australia, but that written for the ‘common’ reader, and is concerned with his 
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everyday life and problems, with a strong emphasis on social, economic and political 
aspects of the day. It includes many poems and anonymous ballads never before 
published in book form, while at the same time it does not neglect the work of 


established poets. It has an interesting introductory essay, hints on verse speaking, 


and, before each of the sections, which are arranged by date, a brief note tas the 
historical background of the period. (821-08A) 
CHAUCER.. D. S. Brewer. Longmans, 10s.6d. 1953. 19cm. 208 pages. 
4 illustrations. Index. (Men and Books) 
This short book is an admirable introduction to the study of Chaucer. The results of 
the latest research on the poet’s career are presented together with a critical study 
of his work, and external events and surroundings and contemporary thought are 
related to his development as a poet. The freshness of approach and the sound critical 
appreciation of the e qualities of Chaucer’s poetry make it a most enjoyable and stimu- 
lating study, whose appeal should by no means be confined to those approaching 
Chaucer for the first time 821°r) 


FOUR METAPHYSICAL POETS. Joan Bennett. 2nd edition. Cambridge 


University Press, 15s. 1953. 203 cm. 137 pages. Bibliographical note. Index. 
This study of Donne, Herbert, Vaughan and Cra shaw first appeared in 1934; the 
present edition introduces some modifications of detail and further critical comment, 
notably on Donne’s “Aire and Angels’. Mrs. Bennett is at her best on Donne; her 
account of his purposes and technique is constantly illuminated by her feeling for his 
me uginative power. It is his achievement which sets the course for the other chapters, 

, fruitful as this approach is, it inevitably limits her u inderstanding of a poet like 


Herbert, whose intellectual range, though different from that of Donne, is no less 
remarkable. Nevertheless, this is a book which honestly discusses the difficulties of 


metaphysical poetry’ and gives excellent training in the art of reading it. (821-4) 


JOHN KEATS: A SELECTION OF HIS POETRY. Edited with an 
introduction by J. E. Morpurgo. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1953. 18 cm. 320 pages. 
Index of first lines. Paper covers. (Penguin Poets) 

An ample selection. Mr. Morpurgo ha: omitted Keats’s two plays, which are 

compara tively unimport: unt, and much of Endymion, but has given nearly all the 

other poems, complete and grouped according to the volumes in which they were 
first published. The short introduction, which is biographical and critical, is a fair 
appraisal of one of ‘the very few who have understood and created the full measure 

of poetry’. (821-7) 
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COLERIDGE. Kathleen Raine. Longmans for the British Council, 2s. 1953. 
214 cm. 44 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Bibliographical 
Supplements to “British Book News’) 

This short essay makes good use of the often surveyed material of Coleridge’s life 

and work. In early life, for instance, it is clear that Coleridge had formed his taste 

from Shakespeare, the metaphysical poets, from Collins and Cowper, and had 
formed a philosophy of poetry. Miss Raine shows that he saw this philosophy 
manifest in Wordsworth’s poetry. Her discussion, too, of the Romantic Movement 
brings out Coleridge’s explanation of the function of the imagination in poetry. 

The author refuses to accept the common assumption that after Coleridge had left the 

Wordsworth circle he was a spent force, for his work, which anticipated much 
modern psychology, continued. This thoughtful essay must receive attention from 

students of ¢ oleridge. (821-7) 


O LOVELY ENGLAND and Other Poems. Walter de la Mare. Faber, 10s.6d. 
1953. 22$ cm. 80 pages. 
The lyrical gift of Mr. de la Mare (now in his eighty-first year) is as tuneful and pure 
as ever. This is impressed upon one by the present volume particularly because, with 
recent poems, it contains others written many years ago. It is impossible to tell which 
are the earlier and which the later poems—all are one in melodiousness, flawless 
craftsmanship, and lucidity of form. And what a rare ability it is, to be able to meditate 
seriously in song! (821-9) 


THIS NIGHT’S ORBIT. Verses. Robert D. Fitzgerald. Melbourne University 
Press (Melbourne, Australia): Cambridge University Press (London), 21s. 1953. 23 cm. 
4I pages. 

In his latest book of poems, Fitzgerald maintains the high quality of his earlier work. 

poems, Fitz high quality of 

He makes remarkable use of imagery with a distinctively Australian flavour, but 

without a narrowly Australian bias. As his images are drawn from the life around 

him, so is his language, giving great forcefulness to his poetry. He handles rhyme 
ge, § gg poctry ) 
deftly, and has great suppleness of rhythm, although he is not essentially a musical 
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poet. Some of the poems included in this selection have already appeared in Australian 

periodicals; one of them, “Heemskerck Shoals’, has been issued previously in a limited 

edition. (821-9A) 


English Drama 
THE DRAMATIC WORKS OF THOMAS DEKKER. Vol. L. Sir Thomas 
More: Dekker’s Addition, The Shoemaker’s Holiday, Old Fortunatus, Patient Grissil, 
Satiromastix, Sir Thomas Wyatt. Edited by Fredson Bowers. Cambridge University 
Press, 358. 1953. 23. cm. 488 pages. 5 facsimile title-pages. 
Thomas Dekker (c. 1572-1632), one of the most interesting of the lesser Elizabethan- 
Jacobean dramatists, a minor Dickens whose life was divided between London 
garrets and London gaols, has hitherto received much less than editorial justice. 
None of his plays has been really accurately edited before. Many of them have 
remained practically inaccessible and virtually unknown. This critical edition, which 
is expected to occupy four volumes, is therefore very welcome. The Professor of 
English Literature in the University of Virginia has been working on it for many 
years; he presents the text with exhaustive care, in the original ‘spelling, with all 
significant variants recorded and a textual introduction and textual notes to each 
play. The book has been exceedingly well printed by the Cambridge University 
Press. (822-3) 
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NINETEENTH CENTURY PLAYS. Edited with an introduction by 
George Rowell. Oxford University Press, 7s.6d. 1953. 154 cm. $86 pages. Glossary. 
(World’s Classics: Double Volume) 

English dramatic literature reached its lowest level during the Victorian period, but 

theatrically the period was very interesting, and Mr. Rowell has performed a useful 

service in making some of its most famous plays easily accessible for the first time: 

Douglas Jerrold, Black-ey’d Susan; Edward Bulwer-Lytton, Money; Tom Taylor 

and Charles Reade, Masks and Faces; Dion Boucicault, The Colleen Bawn; C. H. 

Hazlewood, Lady Audley’s Secret; Tom Taylor, The Ticket-of-Leave Man; T. W. 

Robertson, Caste; James Albery, Two Roses; Leopold Lewis, The Bells; Sydney 

Grundy, A Pair of Spectacles. The book is very carefully edited and beautifully produced. 

(822-8) 


PLAYS IN VERSE AND MIME. Rosalind Vallance. Revised and enlarged 

edition. Harrap, 7s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 160 pages. Musical examples. Bibliography. 
Four of these plays appeared in the earlier edition (Nelson, 1935). A fifth, The Tree 
Yedrasil, based on the Norse myth of the death of Baldur, has been added to a collection 
of plays that have now been performed many times by children, adults, and puppets 
in England and abroad. Mime and choric speech are studied widely at the present 
time in both schools and dramatic academies, and these short plays, mostly based on 
myth or legend, give scope for classroom work and festival performance. (822-9) 


English Essays 
FOURTH LEADERS FROM THE TIMES 1953. Times Publishing Co., 
10S. 1953. 22 cm. 176 pages. 

This is the sixth volume of annual selections from the Fourth Leaders published in 
The Times during the preceding twelve months. These Fourth Leaders are light 
occasional essays leaving weighty matters to their august neighbours. Any subject 
will set the Fourth Leader on its course. Advertisements, weather forecasts, sport, 
schooldays, popular songs and current topics give the writer his quarry. We gratefully 
accept his point of view proffered urbanely and humorously. He may offer an escape 
but not a soporific, and his tendency towards reminiscence makes the reader feel in 
good company in this entertaining volume. (8249) 


ENGLAND YOUR ENGLAND and Other Essays. George Orwell. Secker 
& Warburg, 12s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 224 pages. 
A selection of literary and political essays and descriptive sketches, mostly only 
published hitherto in little-known journals. All are written with the full vigour of 
Orwell’s polemical style and with his peculiar talent for exposing humbug or 
ambiguous thinking. His literary criticism here, although his ideas are always original 
and their expression often brilliant, seems now to be severely limited in sensibility. 
But his descriptions of the England of the thirties and forties—what he once described 
as ‘the voice from the third-class carriage made articulate-—were written out of 
deeper emotions and seem today far more likely to survive. (824°9) 


TRUFFLE HUNT. Sacheverell Sitwell. Hale, 24s. 1953. 22cm. 320 pages. 
31 illustrations. 

Mr. Sitwell’s column in the Sunday Times became justly celebrated as one of the rare 

bonnes-bouches of contemporary journalism. These paragraphs, which are all now 

reprinted or expanded, describe the author’s discoveries and adventures in gastronomy, 

travel, history, botany and the arts. They are curiosities very typical of his exotic, 
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occasionally macabre tastes and recorded in an admirably concise and witty style. 
He has added some longer sketches, of which the most interesting is a supplement to 
his book on Spain. The choice of illustrations is well worthy of the text. (824-9) 


English Satire 
SWIFT ON HIS AGE. Selected Prose and Verse. Edited by Colin J. Horne. 
Harrap, 10s.6d. 1953. 19cm. 284 pages. Chronology. Notes. Bibliography. 
(Life, Literature and Thought Library) 
This selection from the less well known prose and verse writings of the satirist 
Jonathan Swift (1667-1745) illustrates the range and variety of his genius. The editor 
discusses the thought and ideals of the Augustan Age, and then shows how the chosen 
extracts illustrate Swift’s application of his principles to the standards of his time. 
Swift appears not only as a satirist but as an acute practical reformer and a prose 
writer of unsurpassed clarity. Swift’s satire and its effect on a reader’s assessment of 
Swift are examined. The useful explanatory notes exemplify the admirable editing 
of this book, which successfully exhibits a great writer’s reaction to his times. (827-5) 


German Literature 
CORRESPONDENCE IN VERSE WITH ERIKA MITTERER. 
R. M. Rilke. The German text with an English translation by N. K. Cruickshank. 
Introduction by J. B. Leishman. Hogarth Press, 10s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 96 pages. 
This volume, containing over fifty of Rilke’s poems in the German text and in 
translation, presents his correspondence in verse with the Austrian poet Erika Mitterer, 
together with some of her own poems. Whether Rilke himself would have wished 
all his manuscripts, hitherto resting in various archives, to appear in print is a moot 
point, and that very competent and enthusiastic translator, Mr. Leishman, seems in 
his Introduction to this volume to have become a little dubious about Rilke’s post- 
humous poetry. Miss Cruickshank’s renderings, however, which are conscientious, 
often ingenious and well turned, but often harsh, are to be welcomed as an addition 
to the Hogarth Press’s growing series of Rilke translations. (831-9) 


ERNST JUNGER. A Writer of Our Time. J. P. Stern. Bowes & Bowes 
(Cambridge), 6s. 1953. 184 cm. 64 pages. Notes. List of works. (Studies in Modern 
European Literature and Thought) 

Ernst Jiinger is one of the most important of contemporary German authors, but 

Mr. Stern points out that ‘importance’ is not to be confused with ‘greatness’, and he 

relegates Jiinger to the rank of the second-rate because of ‘a defective response of his 

sensibility to the issues he has chosen to express’, namely death, total war, and the 
depersonalisation of modern man. Mr. Stern is a literary critic rather than an 
expounder of political and philosophical ideas, and he approaches his subject mainly 
through the analysis of style, but with keen insight he has provided, in this first 
study of Jiinger in English, a most valuable introduction to the work of a writer 
whose dehumanised system of values has been a harmful influence in the past and may 
be dangerous in the future. (833-9) 


French Literature 

MISTRAL. Rob Lyle. Bowes & Bowes (Cambridge), 6s. 1953. 184 cm. 68 pages. 
Chronological table. List of works. (Studies in Modern European Literature and 
Thought) 

Frédéric Mistral (1830-1914), the great Provencal poet, is well served in this 

delightful book. ‘Mistral is the name, not merely of a noble nature, but of a way of 
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life, a literature, an ideal’ which leads us back to the sources of Mediterranean 
civilisation. Mr. Lyle takes us at once into the sunny land of Provence, skilfully using 
its history as the background to the story of Mistral’s life and the formation of the 
poet-patriotic association, the Félibrige. The tale is ably supported by translations 
from Mistral’s works, and the original passages are printed in the appendix. (841-9) 


SARTRE. Romantic Rationalist. Iris Murdoch. Bowes & Bowes (Cambridge), 
6s. 1953. 184. cm. 78 pages. Biographical note. Bibliography. (Studies in Modern 
European Literature and Thought) 

There is much learning and profound thought in this slim volume. On the whole 

it is not a book for those without some philosophical training, although sections Ill 

and IV (The Sickness of Language, Introspection and Imperfect Sympathy) will be 

appreciated by all serious students of modern literature. Sartre is perhaps best known 
in England as a playwright; Miss Murdoch uses the novels only, because they provide 
the more comprehensive material for a study of his thought. By not confining her 
criticism to Sartre alone, Miss Murdoch has written an admirable history of con- 
temporary philosophical and literary problems. (843-9) 


THE RETURN OF THE PRODIGAL. Preceded by Five Other Treatises 
with Saul; a Drama in Five Acts. André Gide. Translated from the French by 
Dorothy Bussy. Secker & Warburg, 15s. 1953. 19 cm. 304 pages. 

This volume contains some of the best and most characteristic of Gide’s early writings. 

Narcissus is a slight but beautifully written fantasy in which the author first handles 

a theme which constantly recurs in his later work, the relation of the artist to himself. 

The title piece is also autobiographically conceived—a parable of Gide’s attitude 

to religion inspired by his conversations with Paul Claudel. There are also three 

plays: Bathsheba and Philoctetes are scarcely more than exercises in dialogue, but 

Saul is a study of failure in kingship which possesses genuine dramatic power. The 

translator is at her best in the prose parables, which clearly show the influence of 

the symbolist movement upon Gide’s first work. (848-9) 


JACQUES RIVIERE. Martin Turnell. Bowes & Bowes (Cambridge), 6s. 1953. 
18$cm. 64 pages. Notes. List of works. Bibliography. (Studies in Modern 
European Literature and Thought) 

Jacques Riviére was editor of the Nouvelle Revue Francaise from 1919 until his death 

at the age of thirty-five in 1925. Therein appeared his remarkable critical essays, 

political, literary and religious—unpublished in book form until after his death. 

Mr. Turnell gives us a portrait of the man, an account of his relations with Claudel 

and Gide, and analyses his two novels, and the criticism of Racine, Rimbaud and 

Proust. Like Claudel, Riviére is a difficult author, and Mr. Turnell’s touch is not 

light. A book for the serious student who likes to wrestle with intellectual problems. 

(848-9) 
HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


HELLENISM AND THE MODERN WORLD. Six Talks on the Radio- 
Diffusion Francaise and the B.B.C. Gilbert Murray. Allen & Unwin, 3s.6d. 1953. 
184 cm. 64 pages. Boards. 

These broadcast lectures were partly inspired by Professor Toynbee’s famous series 

The World and the West. Professor Murray finds a parallel between the values of the 

fifth century city state and those of the typical nineteenth century democracy, the liberal 
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civilisation of both being fatally weakened by ruinous struggles for power. He 
compares the position of Europe today with that of Greece in the Hellenistic age. 
His conclusions are not pessimistic, however, and, just as the Hellenic tradition was 
preserved by its acceptance of Christian ideals, he believes Europe may redeem itself 
by the sacrifice of national ambition to an international order. (901) 


Ancient World 


ETERNAL GREECE. Rex Warner. Thames & Hudson, 42s. 1953. 314.cm. 
168 pages. 90 photographs (1 in colour) by Martin Hiirlimann. 
At first sight this seems disappointing in comparison with the magnificent volume 
of photographs in which Dr. Hiirlimann recorded the scenery and architecture of 
Italy. But Greece has been given different treatment. The text does not consist of notes 
on the photographs, as in Italy and Switzerland. Mr. Warner, who knows both 
ancient and modern Greece, has contributed a score of thoughtful and illuminating 
essays on various aspects of art and life in ancient Greece. Apart from a few landscapes 
all the photographs show statues and buildings, and the quality, variety and size of 
these, the clarity with which they reveal detail and texture, make this one of the 
finest picture-galleries of Greck art. (913°8) 


Travel and Topography 
THE CHANNEL ISLANDS. Wilfred D. Hooke. Hale, 18s. 1953. 224 cm. 
224 pages. 49 photographs. Map. Bibliography. Index. (County Books) 

Well up to the standard of a valuable series, this is a painstaking and comprehensive 
work by a bookseller who at an early age became a Channel Islander by adoption. 
It treats of the geography, history and antiquities, government, people, agriculture, 
and wild life of these fascinating and much visited islands, which, though geographi- 
cally French, are a remnant of the ancient Duchy of Normandy and an apanage 
of the Crown of England since 1066. The effects of German occupation in 1940-45 
are described in some detail. The map is disappointing, and the proof-reading by no 
means faultless. (914°234) 


ASSISI AND UMBRIA REVISITED. Edward Hutton. Hollis & Carter, 


21s. 1953. 22$.cm. 260 pages. 25 illustrations. Index. 


Mr. Hutton has always been a distinguished author even in the extremely competitive 
field of Italian travel. This book recalls visits to the hill-towns and villages of Umbria 
made at every season of the year. Besides describing the famous cities such as Assisi 
and Bologna, the author departs far from the beaten track, and he is especially 
interested in the rich store of legends and traditions concerning St. Francis which 
have been recounted to him by priests and villagers. He is an expert on the painting 
and architecture of the region and throws some fresh light on the problem of the 
famous frescoes, attributed to Giotto, at the Church of San Francesco, Assisi. (914°5) 


THE STRONGHOLD. An Account of the Four Seasons in the White 
Mountains of Crete. Xan Fielding. Secker & Warburg, 21s. 1953. 224cm. 18 
photographs by Daphne Bath. Map. Endpaper map. Bibliography. Index. 

The first authoritative travel book on Crete to be written by an Englishman for well 

over a hundred years. Mr. Fielding was one of the remarkable band of British and 

Commonwealth officers who helped to organise Cretan resistance during the 

occupation. After the war he returned several times to explore the island at leisure. 
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His subject is the character and history of the White Mountains, the most inaccessible 
area of southern Crete. Although a warm admirer of the Cretans, Mr. Fielding does 
not accept all their primitive and heroic virtues uncritically and he admits that these 
qualities take on a different aspect in peace-time. He is a fluent linguist who has read 
widely in the scattered and seldom reliable histories of the island and he writes with 
an attractive blend of tolerance and shrewd common sense. An expert and thoroughly 
readable book. (914-99) 


HORNED MOON. An Account of a Journey through Pakistan, Kashmir 
and Afghanistan. [an Stephens. Chatto & Windus, 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 288 pages. 
57 photographs (18 in colour). 2 maps. 2 diagrams. Index. 


Mr. Stephens has worked in India since 1930, and was editor of The Statesman of 
Calcutta from 1942 to 1951, when he resigned. He returned the following year, as 
an independent traveller, to visit the Muslim areas. This is an unusual and very 
attractive record, since the author feels fully at home with the East and makes intimate 
and personal contact with their peoples. Interest is nicely divided between major 
political issues and personalities both great and lowly. One chapter records the 
author’s intimate view of, and disagreement with, Lord Mountbatten on the Kashmir 
dispute at its origin. There are personal sketches of Jinnah, Gandi, Ghulam Mohammed, 
and of airmen, soldiers, and servants. A most timely book which should contribute 
to understanding and friendship between Britain and the Muslim East. (915) 


TIGERLAND AND SOUTH SEA. Olle Strandberg. Translated from the 
Swedish by M. A. Michael. Michael Joseph, 18s. 1953. 21cm. 236 pages. 
14 photographs. 


Mr. Olle Strandberg, an able Swedish journalist, recently spent two years travelling 
in the Far East and among the Pacific islands. His sketches include a visit to Red 
China, rather tantalisingly brief, a round-up of the pleasures of Bangkok, and a 
‘terrifying glimpse’—his own phrase—of Honolulu, which should dispose finally 
of the legendary delights of a Pacific paradise. Mr. Strandberg has few illusions, 
and records his impressions with frankness, tolerance, and a sharp wit. The translator 
has done his work well. (915) 


THE HIDDEN LAND. Ursula Graham Bower. Murray, 18s. 1953. 22cm. 
264 pages. 26 photographs. Map. Index. 


The author, well known for her earlier book, Naga Path, displays again all the 
qualities which secured its success—courage, scientific curiosity, and literary ability 
of a high degree. In this book she describes her experiences when she accompanied 
her husband on his mission to bring under control a hitherto unadministered frontier 
area in Subansiri, Assam. Her description of the tribes, living at a late Neolithic level, 
is important ethnographically. For the general reader there is her spirited account 
of the alarms and excursions which marked the establishment of a somewhat precarious 
control, and her sympathetic sketches of the colourful people whom, despite their 
shortcomings, they came to love. (91574) 


KALAHARI SAND. Frank Debenham. Bell, 15s. 1953. 224m. 190 pages. 
16 photographs. Drawings in text. 5 maps. Index. 


The author is Emeritus Professor of Geography, University of Cambridge, an expert 
on water supplies and author of Government reports on inland waters of East and 


50 








Central Africa. This book is in lighter vein for the general reader: the personal account 
of a Bechuanaland trip in 1950 to survey the possibilities of the Kalahari Desert for 
cattle ranching. Not least in the study of water is the observation of the living thin 

that depend on it. Animal and plant life, grotesque vegetation, game big and ak 
and the Bushmen who alone can make a living in the ‘thirstland’ fill the book. 
There is plenty of humour and good humour, scientific observation, and happy 
photography and sketch-work in this very attractive narrative. (916-81) 


THE BAROTSELAND JOURNAL OF JAMES STEVENSON- 
HAMILTON 1898-1899. Edited by J. P. R. Wallis. Chatto & Windus, 35s. 
1953. 264m. 282 pages. 10 illustrations. Map. Index. (Central African Archives: 
The Oppenheimer Series, No. 6) 

Lieut.-Colonel Stevenson-Hamilton accompanied Major St. Hill Gibbons on his 

fourth expedition to explore the upper Zambezi and the western boundary of 

Barotseland, whilst advising Cecil Rhodes as to the resources and prospects of the 

country and a possible route for the trans-African railway. The first part of his journal 

covers the ascent of the Zambezi by the whole party in a wretched paddle steamer 
as far as the junction of the Sebungwe, just short of the Victoria Falls. The party 
then proceeded by land, later breaking up in order to cover a wider area, and 

Stevenson-Hamilton went along the Kwando to Lialui, and thence overland to 

Kafukwe on the lower Zambezi. The diary reflects the author’s love of sport and 

shooting, and life-long interest in animals, and provides many sidelights on local 

personalities. (916-894) 


MY AMAZON ADVENTURE. Sebastian Snow. Odhams Press, 15s. 1953. 
23 cm. 224 pages. 30 photographs. Sketch map. Index. 


This is the story of an unusual achievement. Because no one appeared to have done 
it before, Mr. Snow resolved to travel down the length of the Amazon to the sea. 
By sheer determination, and against all manner of odds, he achieved his ambition, 
on foot, by raft and by river steamer. With revealing modesty and candour, he 
writes in a matter-of-fact style about the hazards and obstacles he encountered. 
Both his adventures and his attitude to his surroundings, physical and human, call 
to mind some of the great travellers of the last century. He is perhaps most successful 
in portraying the various individuals who accompanied or helped him on his arduous 
way, notably Don Gustavo, the ‘medieval overlord’ of a hacienda, and Caramillo, 
the raftsman. (918-1) 


JIVARO. Among the Headshrinkers of the Amazon. Bertrand Flornoy. Translated 
from the French by Jean Pace. Elek Books, 15s. 1953. 22cm. 224 pages. 43 
photographs. 2 drawings. 3 maps. Glossary. Index. 


The author, an experienced traveller in the Amazon basin, set out to discover the 
significance of the gruesome shrunken heads in the life of the Jivaro Indians. With 
two companions he succeeded in reaching and making contact with them, observing 
their daily work and witnessing the final rites of headshrinking, and the triumphal 
reception of the trophy. Tribal warfare has been abandoned, and in its place vengeance 
is satisfied by the murder of the rival sorcerer. The reader is always conscious of the 
mental strain and physical handicaps under which the explorers worked, but Flornoy 
tells his story straightforwardly without striving to be sensational. The illustrations 
are excellent. (918-5) 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA. A Camera Study. Frank Hurley. Angus & 
Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 42s. 1953. 264 cm. 208 pages. Illustrations. 
Endpaper map. Index. 


Frank Hurley’s photographic work is highly regarded in Australia, and this book, 
lavishly illustrated in black and white and in colour, is a fine example of his art. 
His subject range is wide, from state education to the history and development of 
Western Australia, and accompanying the photographs is an informative text. It 
is a book which, because of its competent pictorial coverage of the state, will interest 
alike those who intend to visit Western Australia, those who have already done so, 
and those who merely want to find out, in a very pleasant fashion, something about 
the country. (919°41) 


Biography 
MY POLITICAL LIFE. Vol. IL War and Peace, 1914-29. L. S. Amery. 
Hutchinson, 25s. 1953. 234 cm. $36 pages. 32 illustrations. Index. 

In Vol. I of these memoirs Mr. Amery dealt with the period 1896-1914. The present 
volume, describing his activities, and those of the Liberal Party, in the First World 
War and after, is likely to be as warmly received. The offices which he held during 
those years included that of Assistant Secretary to the Imperial War Cabinet, Chairman 
of the Imperial Communications Committee, Chief Regional Commissioner, First 
Lord of the Admiralty, and Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs. Among the most 
interesting chapters are those dealing with his Empire tour of 1927-28, when he visited 
South Africa, Australia, New Zealand and Canada. (92) 


AGE AND YOUTH. Memories of Three Universities and Father of the Man. 
Sir Ernest Barker. Oxford University Press, 21s. 1953. 22 cm. 360 pages. Portrait 
frontispiece. Index. 

In the first part the author describes his experiences as lecturer and tutor in the 

University of Oxford from 1898 to 1920, Principal of King’s College, London, from 

1920 to 1927, and Professor of Political Science in the University of Cambridge 

from 1928 to 1939. It is pleasantly written, and contains numerous reminiscences of 

his former colleagues and pupils. The second part, previously published under the 

title of Father of the Man (1948), gives an interesting account of his boyhood in a 

small cottage in Cheshire, and of his progress from the village school to Oxford 

University. (92) 


BELA BARTOK. Serge Moreux. Translated from the French by G. S. Fraser 
and Erik de Mauny. Harvill Press, 21s. 1953. 204 cm. 256 pages. 3 plates. List of 
Barték’s works. Bibliography. Discography. 

Since Bartdk’s death in New York in 1945, new facts about his life have come to 

light steadily. This book contains much that is new about his early life and upbringing, 

with long quotations from self-revealing letters. Of less permanent value than the 
short verbal analyses of Barték’s very difficult works is the account of his immense 
labours in collecting Hungarian and Rumanian folk music, which influenced his 
style so deeply. The author brings out clearly all the chief stages in its growth; it 
is a pity that musical examples were not used to illustrate Barték’s profound and 
varied command of rhythm and melody. (92) 
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BOSWELL ON THE GRAND TOUR: Germany and Switzerland, 1764. 
Edited by Frederick A. Pottle. Heinemann, 25s. 1953. 24 cm. 380 pages. 9 plates. 
Endpaper maps. Index. 

Here is another volume of Boswell’s own journals, beginning with his departure 

from Utrecht on 18 June 1764 and ending with his departure from Geneva for 

Italy on 1 January 1765. Much of it describes his tour of the numerous courts of 

the German states, and often shows him at his worst as a conceited but not very 

successful social climber. His cheerfulness will weigh rather heavily on some readers. 

But he displays once again his gift for recording conversations and the details of 

social life, of everything seen and heard in palaces and taverns, and his incessant 

pursuit of the great reaches a real climax in his interviews with Rousseau and Voltaire. 


(92) 

EMILY BRONTE. Her Life and Work. Muriel Spark and Derek Stanford. 
Owen, 18s. 1953. 224 cm. 272 pages. 

Miss Spark contributes the biographical, Mr. Stanford the critical element in this 
combined study. The former offers rather less scope for originality. The biographer’s 
quality must be judged by her skill in interpreting the known facts, for few new ones 
of much interest can now be added, and here Miss Spark shows herself a sound 
judge. Mr. Stanford’s is the longer and more ambitious essay. He regards Emily 
Bronté’s verses not as nature poetry, as it is so often described, but as metaphysical 
poetry using the imagery of nature for its expression. His opinion of Wuthering 
Heights is surprisingly lower than the current estimate. (92) 


SUITE IN FOUR MOVEMENTS. An Autobiography. Eric Coates. 
Heinemann, 16s. 1953. 22 cm. 280 pages. 9 plates. Index. 
All too rarely are musical autobiographies written with such vivacity and charm 
as this. The author, a noted viola player and a distinguished composer of light music, 
has drawn a valuable picture of life in England through nearly fifty years. A keen 
memory and acute powers of observation have combined with an impish sense of 
humour to produce a lively account of music-making on every imaginable level, 
from music-hall to Queen’s Hall. Witty and sympathetic pen-pictures of many famous 
musicians, and a real feeling for ‘period’ should make this book of more than 
temporary interest. (92) 


INTO HIDDEN BURMA. An Autobiography. Maurice Collis. Faber, 18s 
195$3. 224m. 270 pages. Frontispiece. Map. Index. 
The third volume of Mr. Collis’s autobiography, covering the period from 1918 
to his departure from Burma in 1934. These were the years when he was gradually 
acquiring that insight into the mind of the Burman and the proficiency as a writer 
which he has since turned to account so admirably. His official career is sketched in 
lightly, until he reaches the events already described in his Trials in Burma. He is 
chiefly concerned here with the Burma that his contacts and studies revealed, rather 
than his personal development. The fascinating account, full of unexpected twists 
and strange experiences, preserves the essentials of the old Burma as it was about to 
dissolve before the new cosmopolitanism. (92) 


OLD MEN FORGET. The Autobiography of Duff Cooper (Viscount 
Norwich). Hart-Davis, 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 400 pages. 8 plates. Index. 

The expectation that the author of the outstanding biographies of Talleyrand and 

Haig would produce an admirable autobiography is amply fulfilled. His publishers 
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commend Lord Norwich for his brevity: his readers will wish he had allowed 
himself several volumes for his account of a life of many-sided activity, covering 
a period of extreme interest in world affairs. During twenty years in Parliament he 
held high offices, including Secretary of State for War, First Lord of the Admiralty, 
and Minister of Information; he was Ambassador in French North Africa, in 1944, and 
in Parsi after the liberation of France; and he wrote books which caused regret 
that he could not give more time to literature. Especially interesting is his account 
of certain critical periods in public affairs when he took an independent line and had 
the courage of his opinions, which events proved sounder than those of the chiefs 


from whom he differed. (92) 


CHARLES DICKENS: His Tragedy and Triumph. Edgar Johnson. 2 vols. 
Gollancz, 70s. 1953. 22 cm. 1,398 pages. 88 illustrations. 12 drawings. Genealogical 
charts. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 


No year passes without the appearance of a major and several minor works on 
Dickens. Mr. Johnson’s book is certainly a work of major importance. Providing 
a full-length biography with illuminating analyses of the stories, it supersedes all 
the others, including that of Forster. The novelty of the revelations so long withheld 
from the public has sufficiently worn off for a sober assessment of the man and his 
writing to become possible. Mr. Johnson’s book is so thoroughly readable, pains- 
taking and informative that it inescapably deserves the cliché that no Dickensian can 
afford to do without it. (92) 


THE RIDDLE OF EMILY DICKINSON. Rebecca Patterson. Gollancz, 
218. 1953. 22$cm. 448 pages. Notes. Genealogical note. Chronology. Biblio- 
graphical note. Indexes. 


Biographers and critics have long striven to explain the seclusion of Emily Dickinson’s 
life after thirty-one and the cryptic references in her verse to frustrations in her 
personal relationships. Mrs. Patterson’s view is that the men so far suggested as having 
caused her suffering were of secondary importance in her life, but that Kate Anthon, 
a contemporary for some years intimately acquainted with the poetess and with her 
sister-in-law, was the friend at whose hands Emily Dickinson suffered painful dis- 
illusionment. The case is ably argued from memoirs and family letters and some 
internal evidence in the poems. An interesting theory, although hardly conclusive 
on the available evidence. (92) 


THE LETTERS OF ELIZABETH, QUEEN OF BOHEMIA. Compiled 
by L. M. Baker. Introduction by C. V. Wedgwood. Bodley Head, 30s. 1953. 
22$ cm. 364 pages. 5 plates. Genealogy. 


The queen whose letters are here published had special links with England, for she 
was the only sister of Charles I. Her marriage to Frederick, the Elector Palatine, 
took her from England at an early age, and when her husband accepted the crown 
of Bohemia in 1619 she was fated to a brief period as queen, and a long exile at the 
Hague. Her correspondents during those years included the English poet, John 
Donne, Lord Herbert of Cherbury, the Marquis of Montrose, and Sir Thomas 
Rowe, pioneer of English commerce in India. Students will regret that the compiler 
interpreted her editorial duties so modestly, refraining from annotation. (92) 
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SIGMUND FREUD: LIFE AND WORK. Vol. I. The Young Freud, 
1856-1900. Ernest Jones. Hogarth Press, 27s.6d. 1953. 21¢ cm. 470 pages. 12 illus- 
trations. Index. 


Freud’s importance and the eminence of Dr. Ernest Jones ensure that this official 
biography (the first of three volumes) will hold its place for many years as a significant 
document in the history of psychology. It brings together a very large number of 
facts about Freud’s life which have not hitherto been available, and it offers a 
fascinating account of the personal and professional background out of which psycho- 
analysis grew. At some points a less sympathetic interpretation of the material is 
possible than that presented by Dr. Jones, but he does largely succeed, as he claims, 
in avoiding hero-worship; Freud’s peculiarities and neurotic characteristics are not 
concealed, although his remarkable qualities of mind and achievement are rightly 
kept in the foreground. At some points overloaded with detail, the book will still 
hold the attention of intelligent general readers who are interested in psycho-analysis. 

(92) 


THE GOLDEN ECHO. David Garnett. Chatto & Windus, 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 
284 pages. 9 photographs. 
Born into a family of scholars—the late Edward Garnett was a well-known publisher’s 
reader, Constance Garnett the gifted translator of Dostoevski—Mr. Garnett was 
plunged from boyhood into the literary society of London and Cambridge, a tolerant 
cosmopolitan circle which even found room for Russian and Indian revolutionaries. 
He recalls Hulme, D. H. Lawrence, Gaudier and many others, critically observed 
through the eyes of adolescence. A vanished world of trust and enlightenment and a 
wonderful training for the budding writer. Mr. Garnett, himself an author and 
publisher, records it with ease and charm in the first of three autobiographical 


volumes, ending at 1914. (92) 


RECITAL. Elena Gerhardt. Methuen, 18s. 1953. 22 cm. 196 pages. 16 illustrations. 
Discography. Index. 
Gerhardt’s fame as a singer of the songs of Schubert, Schumann, Brahms and Wolf 
was the reward of long study and single-minded specialisation. This autobiography, 
in telling of her triumphs, trials and disappointments, goes a good deal deeper than 
most books of its kind. For, interesting as are the accounts of such great men as 
Nikisch and of a visit to pre-1914 Moscow, this is fundamentally the story of a 
superlative singer, with a genius for friendship. It is a sincere and at times most 
moving book. The exhaustive discography by Desmond Shawe-Taylor is valuable 
and scholarly. (92) 


AUGUSTUS HERVEY’S JOURNAL. Being the Intimate Account of the 
Life of a Captain in the Royal Navy Ashore and Afloat 1746-1759. Transcribed 
from the original manuscript and edited by David Erskine. Kimber, 25s. 1953. 
350 pages. 10 illustrations. 5 maps and plans. Endpaper map. Index. 


This journal, which is exceptionally well edited, is interesting in a double way. 
Augustus Hervey was an able post-captain of the mid-cighteenth century who, 
besides varied service at sea, was one of the principal witnesses for the dence of 
Admiral Byng, who was shot in 1757 nominally for neglect of duty in action off 
Majorca but in reality as a government scapegoat. Hervey was also a roué in the 
Casanova class, but his amorous record rings truer than that of his prototype, and he 
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was troubled by a marriage which, even by the lax standards of George II’s court, was 
generally held to be unfortunate. Hervey’s manuscript is in Lady Bristol’s archives, 
and this redaction is a fascinating addition to social and naval history, with most of 
Europe as its background. (93) 


THE LIFE OF MERE ANNE-MARIE JAVOUHEY. C. C. Martindale. 
Longmans, 8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 148 pages. Frontispiece. References. 


Mother Anne-Marie Javouhey (1779-1851) was the foundress of the Congregation 
of St. Joseph of Cluny. The daughter of a Burgundian peasant, she possessed gifts 
for teaching and organisation which she felt should be applied not only to her own 
village, or even to France, but to the French colonies of West Africa and Guiana. 
She formed a band of fellow workers and, despite struggles with ecclesiastical 
authorities and vested interest, her order expanded with great rapidity. French schools, 
hospitals and asylums were founded, and in the colonies, under appalling conditions, 
she worked unceasingly to prepare the slaves for their freedom, adopting realistic 
and far-sighted methods of education. (92) 


SIR JOHN MOORE. Carola Oman. Hodder & Stoughton, 42s. 1953. 23} cm. 
716 pages. 16 illustrations. 5 maps. Genealogy. Notes. Index. 


Carola Oman has followed her biography of Nelson with an equally fine book 
about a celebrated soldier. She leaves us in no doubt of the inestimable services 
Moore rendered to his country during the Napoleonic Wars, particularly during the 
brilliantly executed march to Corunna—a fact that has not always been sufficiently 
recognised. But she also tells how his methods of training his troops beforehand were 
as successful as his manoeuvres on the battlefield itself; in fact, many of these methods 
are still written and talked about today. An immense amount of scholarship and 
research has gone into the book, which successfully blends military events with 
social and personal history and holds the reader's interest throughout. It is pleasant 
to think that this great general has found a worthy biographer. (92) 


LORD NORTHCLIFFE. A. P. Ryan. Collins, 7s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 158 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. Chronological table. Note on sources. (Brief Lives) 


An admirably concise and lucid account of the salient facts of Northcliffe’s meteoric 
and turbulent career and of the natural gifts he so diligently exploited in creating 
the mass-circulation newspaper in Britain. The facts are skilfully interpreted with 
adequate reference to the previous history of British journalism and to Victorian 
and Edwardian social and political conditions. The reasons for the press triumphs and 
the political frustration, and the general influence of this wayward genius are 
assessed with judgment and insight. (92) 


THE WINGED LIFE. A Portrait of Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, Poet and 
Airman. Richard Rumbold and Lady Margaret Stewart. Weidenfeld & Nicholson, 
16s. 1953. 224m. 224 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 


Saint-Exupéry was one of those rare figures who combined the gifts of artist and man 
of action. The known facts of his life are few. The authors record these succinctly, 
pay a moving tribute to his personal character, and give most of their space to dis- 
cussing the real nature of his devotion to the air. Saint-Exupéry was perhaps a spiritual 
rather than a technical pioneer of aviation. Too lacking in concentration to be reckoned 
in the Lindbergh class of airman, he found in flying an imaginative inspiration and a 
range of consciousness such as no writer before him had explored and which he 
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recorded in magnificent prose. Above all, flying seemed to confer on him a deep, 
compassionate insight into human nature offering him a wider horizon than he could 
find on earth. An illuminating book on one of the most enigmatic characters of our 


age. (92) 


A SURGEON’S LIFE. Ferdinand Sauerbruch. Translated from the German 
by Fernand G. Renier and Anne Cliff. Deutsch, 15s. 1953. 22cm. 298 pages. 
9 illustrations. Index. 


Sauerbruch’s ruthless, disturbing personality expresses itself in every page of his 
autobiography—at the end of which a refutation by Frau Dr. Mathilde Ludendorff 
is published—much as throughout his life protests must have followed his less 
tolerable words and deeds. But that Sauerbruch, as thoracic surgeon, was a genius 
and something of a wizard seems to have been generally accepted, as was his 
generosity in demonstrating his methods and using his skill. For medical men and 
laymen he gives exciting accounts of his techniques, and in his brilliant story the 
dignity and conviviality of early twentieth century German social life live again. 


(92) 


THE LETTERS OF SYDNEY SMITH. Edited by Nowell C. Smith. 2 vols. 
Oxford University Press, 84s. 1953. 224 cm. 940 pages. 4 illustrations. Chronology. 
Index. 


In these volumes a recension has been made of over a thousand letters of Sydney 
Smith (1771-1845). They include those first published in 1850, and more than as many 
again of hitherto unpublished letters. Sydney Smith is revealed not only as the 
famous wit and conversationalist, as he is generally known, but as the serious reformer, 
a hard-working ecclesiastic and a shrewd commentator on letters, men, manners and 
events. The editor gives illuminating foot-notes showing his revision of previously 
published letters, and explaining the references in the text. He also interpolates 
commentaries on periods of Smith’s life as illustrated by a group of letters. As the 
revelation of a person and a period this admirably edited collection is to be welcomed. 


(92) 


A WRITER’S DIARY. Being Extracts from the Diary of Virginia Woolf. 
Edited by Leonard Woolf. Hogarth Press, 18s. 1953. 23 cm. 382 pages. Biblio- 
graphy. Indexes. 

This is a selection from twenty-six manuscript volumes of the journal kept by 

Virginia Woolf until her death in 1941. Her husband has chosen those passages which 

bear most directly upon her own writing, including passages of description and also 

comments upon the books she read. The result is a fascinating, if necessarily brief, 
glimpse of her method of composition, her struggle for exactitude, her moments of 
discouragement, her underlying consciousness of rare talent. The editing is so skilful 
that there is no impression of discontinuity. The admirer of the novels and criticism 
will read enthusiastically to the end. (92) 


THE GRACE OF FORGETTING. Geoffrey Winthrop Young. Country 
Life, 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 352 pages. 29 photographs. 3 illustrations in text. 2 maps. 
Index. 

Mr. Winthrop Young’s early life centred upon a house on the Thames called Formosa, 

built by a naval forebear, ship-fashion. Then came Eton, travel, mountaineering and 

the abrupt end of a golden age, when Europe was swept into war. Much the greater 
part of this graceful book consists of a narrative of events on the Western front, 
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seen first as a war correspondent and later in the Friends Ambulance Unit. The end 
of World War I found Mr. Young in Italy, in whose service he had earlier been 
badly wounded. In fact, he lost a leg, but not his courage, his humour or his zest for 
life. (92) 


Ancient Greece 


THE BULL OF MINOS. Leonard Cottrell. Evans Bros., 16s. 1953. 23 cm. 
228 pages. 51 illustrations. Endpaper maps. References. Index. 
A popular account of modern archaeology, somewhat on the lines of the well-known 
Gods, Graves and Scholars, by C. W. Ceram, but concentrated upon Greek studies 
and in particular upon the achievements of Schliemann and Sir Arthur Evans. The 
author describes the struggles and the methods of these two great pioneers, gives a 
most lucid summary of the problems of dating discoveries relating to civilisations 
which possess no written records, and explains finally how a firmly based science 
has been built upon what was originally little more than brilliant conjecture. It is 
an inspiring story in which faith and intuition have played as important a part as 
scientific method. (938) 


World War I 
ARCHANGEL, 1918-1919. Lord Ironside. Constable, 21s. 1953. 22cm. 
220 pages. 15 illustrations. 2 sketch maps. Index. 

Near the end of the First World War a small Allied Army of strategic importance 
was sent to North Russia, where it later became involved in the struggle between 
the Whites and Reds in the Russian Civil War. The part it played was not included 
in any official history and the Commander now relates the operations. Fighting took 
place in temperatures varying from 85 degrees of frost to 108 degrees of heat, and 
the changing system of transport was a constant and major problem. It is a story of 
frustration, improvisation, hard work and determination which fully deserves to be 
placed on record. (940-42) 


World War II 


FLEET ADMIRAL KING. A Naval Record. Ernest J. King and Walter Muir 
Whitehill. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 30s. 1953. 23 cm. 482 pages. 19 photographs. 
4 charts. 3 maps. Index. 
Between 1941 and 1945 Fleet Admiral King acted in the dual capacity of Commander- 
in-Chief of the United States Fleet and Chief of Naval Operations. Consequently he 
took part in all the important Allied conferences including the Casablanca, Cairo and 
Teheran Conferences. Not only this, but in his first role he helped to plan and carry 
out the defeat of the German submarines in the Atlantic and the Japanese Navy in 
the Pacific. Containing so much historical information this is naturally a lengthy 
document; and it would perhaps have been better if the first hundred pages, which 
deal with some of the Admiral’s activities before the War, had been omitted. 
Historians of Allied strategy and operations in World War II will find this a valuable 
record. (940°545) 


NINE RIVERS FROM JORDAN. The Chronicle of a Journey and a Search. 
Denis Johnston. Verschoyle, 21s. 1953. 23 cm. 466 pages. Glossary. 


Mr. Johnston, an Irish playwright with all his countrymen’s gift for words, served as 
a B.B.C. war correspondent and he describes here his assignments along the Allied 
advance from Alamein to Germany, via Italy, Dalmatia and France. Much of his 
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time is spent in the unreal world of pressmen where a story is vital at one moment 
and dead the next. He is a brilliant though irreverent reporter, adept at bringing to 
life forgotten campaigns and at perceiving what is memorable in events which to most 
men would be only commonplace. Others may have experienced greater thrills; 
few can surpass him at describing what he did see. (940°548) 


UNDERWATER SABOTEUR. Max Manus. Translated from the Norwegian 
by F. H. Lyon. Kimber, 15s. 1953. 224 cm. 240 pages. 30 photographs. 


Max Manus was the leader of a small group of daring members of the Norwegian 
Resistance movement in Oslo. He was specially trained in England to carry out 
missions against the German forces occupying Norway. After being parachuted into 
the country near Oslo, he was captured by the enemy, but escaped. Thereafter until the 
end of the war, assisted by some equally brave companions in the movement, he 
went through a series of extraordinary adventures and narrow escapes while carrying 
out sabotage measures. His exploits included attacking German ships in the harbour 
with home-made torpedoes, diving under others and fixing explosive limpets to 
them. This story is well told and well translated. (940-548) 


Ireland 


ANTIQUITIES OF THE IRISH COUNTRYSIDE. Sedn P. O Riordain. 
3rd edition, revised. Methuen, 15s. 1953. 224m. 120 pages. 88 photographs. 
5 pages of diagrams. Endpaper map. Bibliography. Index. 

A handy and authoritative introduction (much revised since its first publication in 

1942) to the field antiquities of Ireland, excluding the early Christian monuments, 

churches, round-towers and the like. Intended for the layman, it is written largely 

in non-technical language. Each chapter deals with a particular type—fort, lake- 
dwelling, megalithic tomb, etc. The author removes some popular misconceptions, 
and indicates problems awaiting solution, of which that of distribution seems 
particularly obscure. A general chapter, indicating inter alia the approximate chrono- 
logical succession, would have been helpful. There is a classified bibliography, and 
the illustrations are excellent. (941°5) 


Britain 
THE GOODWIN SANDS. George Goldsmith Carter. Constable, 12s.6d. 
1953. 20} cm. 166 pages. 5 plates. Bibliography. Index. 

After describing the geological formation, the history and the dangers of the Goodwin 
Sands off the Kentish coast (though unhappily without benefit of chart or map), 
the author, who has himself served aboard the North Goodwin Lightship, reconstructs 
incidents in some of the more dramatic wrecks for which the Sands have been 
responsible. In a later section he pays tribute to the hazardous work of the old-time 
Deal luggers, now wholly extinct. He writes graphically, and his history is generally 


good, though he is wrong in thinking that the Victory sailed to the Downs straight 
from Trafalgar. Had she tried to do so, she would have foundered. (942) 


RICHMOND: from Kew Green to Ham Common. Kathleen Courlander. 
Batsford, 21s. 1953. 23 cm. 192 pages. 51 illustrations. Index. (British Cities and 
Towns) 

A competent history of Richmond, Surrey, by a journalist whose birthplace and 

home it is. Stress is laid on the royal associations of this incomparable town (now, 

alas, an overgrown dormitory of London) and particularly on its seventeenth and 
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eighteenth century houses of historic and architectural interest. Kew and Petersham, 
the latter once ‘the most aristocratic village in England’, receive their due share of 
attention. Illustrations and production are fully up to Batsford standard, apart from 
a number of misprints. The addition of a map and a short bibliography would greatly 
improve a second edition. (942) 


THE NAVY AS AN INSTRUMENT OF POLICY, 1558-1727. Sir 
Herbert Richmond. Edited by E. A. Hughes. Cambridge University Press, 60s. 
1953. 234 cm. 412 pages. References. Index. 

Admiral Richmond left the manuscript of this book complete at his death, and it 

has been seen through the press by Mr. E. A. Hughes. Material for a second volume, 

though as yet inedited, is in existence. The work is intended not so much to provide 

a narrative of maritime events during the period covered as to illustrate how, from 

the Tudors, through the Stuarts and the Commonwealth, to the early Hanoverians, the 

Navy was used to further the ends of statesmen. This purpose is achieved; but the book 

suffers somewhat from the fact that, although policy is the pursuit, much space is 

given to description of events. No doubt owing to the author’s death before he could 
revise his material, there is no attempt at a general summing-up. That would certainly 

have been forthcoming at the end of the later volume. (942) 


GERMAN TRAVELLERS IN ENGLAND, 1400-1800. W. D. Robson- 
Scott. Blackwell (Oxford), 31s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 250 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
(Modern Language Studies) 

Mr. Robson-Scott sets out to analyse the accounts of German travellers in England 

during four centuries, concentrating principally on their opinions of the national 

character. Though many were somewhat bold generalisations, and often coloured by 
preconceived ideas, it is interesting to observe those which persist and the changes 
undergone by others. He is particularly enlightening on the rise of a wave of 
enthusiasm for eighteenth century England and her institutions, and its decline as the 
country reacted strongly against revolutionary principles. This is a conscientious 
piece of work, and is fully documented. (942) 


THE TUDOR REVOLUTION IN GOVERNMENT. Administrative 
Changes in the Reign of Henry VIII. G. R. Elton. Cambridge University Press, 
428. 1953. 22cm. 480 pages. Index. 

This is an important book for the specialist in Tudor history. It is a painstaking 

examination of administrative history under Henry VIII, undertaken to discover 

how and to what extent the machinery of government changed to mect the new 
demands made on it in a period full of revolutionary changes. The author has worked 
through accumulations of financial and administrative records, which reveal the 
creation of a civil service system different from that which served the Middle Ages. 

Much of the reform he ascribes to Thomas Cromwell. Written for the specialist, 

it is naturally very technical, but its conclusions will have important results for the 

interpretation of the general history of the sixteenth century. (94205) 


Germany 

THE NEMESIS OF POWER. The German Army in Politics 1918-1945. 
John W. Wheeler-Bennett. Macmillan, 50s. 1953. 23 cm. 846 pages. 36 illustrations. 
Diagram. Chronology. Bibliography. Index. 

This is a history of the part played by the German army in politics from 1918 to 

1945. The author, whose studies of Brest-Litovsk and Munich are now almost classics 
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in their field, seeks to show how far the Army was responsible for the establishment 
and maintenance of the Nazi régime. His scholarly work is both exceedingly well 
documented and readable. Students who have been confused by the flood of published 
memoirs of German Generals will welcome this assessment of the parts they played 
in the years of preparation and actual warfare. Finally there are vivid accounts of 
the abortive attempts made on Hitler’s life which have all the suspense of a good 
thriller. (943-085) 


France 
A HISTORY OF FRANCE. Lucien Romier. Translated from the French 
and completed by A. L. Rowse. Macmillan, 30s. 1953. 224 cm. $03 pages. 8 plates. 
3 maps. Index. 
Lucien Romier’s historical work lay mainly in the field of sixteenth century French 
history. Like other French historians, however, he was tempted to deploy those 
ifts of lucidity, the faculty for wide generalisation, and attractive presentation 
(which have always characterised the best French historians) on a short general 
interpretation of the national history. As first published, the book brought the 
narrative from the earliest times down to 1789, but after the author’s death a typescript 
was found containing a sequel to 1885. Mr. A. L. Rowse has put this material into 
shape, adding three or four chapters to make the book end at the present day, and 
now presents the complete work in translation. (944) 


THE SPLENDID CENTURY. Some Aspects of French Life in the Reign 
of Louis XIV. W. H. Lewis. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 25s. 1953. 23 cm. 320 pages. 
15 plates. Endpaper drawing. Bibliography. Index. 

The author’s purpose is to portray some of the more important aspects of social 

life in seventeenth century France. Interest naturally centres around the grand 

monarch and his court, but in a series of illuminating essays the author brings together 

a great deal of interesting material on other groups in society, and he provides vivid 

pictures of the country gentry, the bourgeoisie, the peasants, and the professions of 

the period. He has read widely in the memoirs and chronicles of the period, and makes 

good use of their contents in building up his interpretation of the century. (94403) 


Asia 

ASIA AND WESTERN DOMINANCE. A Survey of the Vasco da Gama 
Epoch of Asian History, 1498-1945. K. M. Panikkar. Allen & Unwin, 30s. 1953. 
22$.cm. $32 pages. 10 illustrations. Bibliographical notes. Index. 

The author, a noted Indian historian, covers an enormous field, for his survey includes 

not only India but also China and Japan, considering in turn the Age of Expansion, 

the Age of Conquest, the Age of Empire, Europe in Retreat, and the Recovery of 

Asia. There is a long account of Christian missionary work and a chapter on the often 

overlooked cultural influences of Asia, particularly China, on Europe and especially 

on eighteenth century England. One very valuable section deals with Russian 

influence on the Far East, and the effects of the Communist revolution. The value 

of this solid work is that it represents history from the hitherto neglected viewpoint of 

the Asian himself. (950) 

India 

THE HILL OF DEVI. Being Letters from Dewas State Senior. E. M. Forster. 
Edward Arnold, 15s. 1953. 22 cm. 176 pages. 8 plates. 

During 1921 Mr. Forster lived in Dewas Senior—a small principality of Central 

India containing the sacred hill of the title—as private secretary to the Maharajah, 
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and in this collection of letters sympathetically interspersed with comment he gives 
a wonderfully intimate reconstruction of the life which inspired much of A Passage 
to India. The story has a classically Forsterian ending. The Maharajah, a charming 
but fantastically incompetent character, bankrupts his state, alienates his son, falls 
out with the British and dies exiled and destitute. Yet he is, in Mr. Forster’s summing- 
up, certainly a genius, possibly a saint. The author is by no means blinded by affection. 
His judgment springs from the conviction that even incompetence and muddle, 
provided they respect human dignity, are preferable to soulless efficiency. This 
comment on worldly values is left unspoken but it is perhaps even plainer today 
than at the time of Mr. Forster’s experience. (954) 


THE SIKHS. Khushwant Singh. Allen & Unwin, 16s. 1953. 22 cm. 216 pages. 
13 illustrations. 2 genealogical tables. 2 maps. Index. 


The author, educated in London and trained in law, was able to use documentary 
material both in London and India in this clear and intelligent history of a 
people set apart by race and religion, once warriors and conquerors and now, 
in the author’s view, doomed to assimilation. The Sikh religion was a synthesis of 
Hinduism and Islam. From pacifism they became a nation of fighting men; after a 
series of wars their independent kingdom fell to the British when the Punjab was 
annexed in 1849. But the partition of India, which divided the Sikhs, and resulted 
in their wholesale evacuation from Pakistan, has set the seal on a process of assimilation 
in which the Sikhs as a religious community and a nation will, in the author’s words, 
“disappear in the quicksands of Hinduism’. (954) 


Southern Rhodesia 


TROPICAL VICTORY. An Account of the Influence of Medicine on the 
History of Southern Rhodesia, 1890-1923. Michael Gelfand. Juta (Cape Town, 
S. Africa), 10s.6d. 1953. 224m. 256 pages. 17 plates. 15 drawings. Endpaper 
maps. Bibliography. Index. 

This volume, published for the Rhodes Centenary Celebrations Committee, tells 

an impressive story from the days of the first pioneers down to the era of responsible 

government. It is a valuable record of how a tropical area was made tolerable for 
white settlement by the application of the results of colonial research. There is an 
interesting old photograph of the first Prime Minister of the Federation, Sir Godfrey 

Huggins, in the operating theatre as plain Dr. Huggins. (968-91) 


Canada 


NATION OF THE NORTH. Canada Since Confederation. D. M. 
LeBourdais. Methuen, 18s. 1953. 224 cm. 280 pages. 4 portraits. 2 maps. Endpaper 
map. Bibliography. Index. 


This useful book describes the history and development of Canada from 1867, the year 
of Confederation, to the appointment of the first Governor-General of the 
Dominion in 1952. The period of eighty-five years has seen the transformation of 
four loosely linked communities, through periods of great stress arising from racial, 
religious and economic conflict, into the prosperous and wealthy nation of today. 
The author vividly re-creates the growth of his country from a wide, first-hand 
knowledge of public affairs as well as from the study of archives and printed material. 
The result is a book which, designed primarily for the general reader, should also 
provide stimulating material for the student of the period. (971) 
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Greenland 


CHANGING GREENLAND. Geoffrey Williamson. Introduction by Ole 
Bjorn Kraft. Sidgwick & Jackson, 18s. 1953. 21 cm. 290 pages. 30 plates. 3 sketch 
maps. Bibliography. Index. 


The author, who visited Greenland in 1952, has written with the help of the Danish 
authorities an informative book on that hitherto isolated land. Developments in 
world strategy, changes in the basis of the country’s economy, and enlightened 
government policy have revolutionised conditions in the last ten years. Mr. Williamson 
describes these changes in relation to the historical background in a very readable 
if rather excited way. He is sometimes a little over-enthusiastic, e.g. on the position 
of Greenland in regard to world air lines, but on the whole he has compiled a useful 
and topical reference book. (998-2) 


FICTION 
General 


NORTH COUNTRY STORIES. Chosen and with an introduction by 
A. G. Brooks. Faber, 12s.6d. 1953. 20} cm. 288 pages. Biographical notes. 


The term ‘north country’ is taken to mean that part of England extending from 
Northumberland to Derbyshire, but the authors included in the collection are not 
necessarily natives of the districts about which they write. Thus, Mrs. Gaskell (born 
in London) contributes tales of Cheshire and Lancashire, and D. H. Lawrence (born in 
Nottinghamshire) has a splendidly vigorous story of Derbyshire. But indigenous 
writers, such as Ammon Wrigley and T. Thompson (Lancashire), R. Murray 
Gilchrist (Derbyshire), and Frederick Grice (Durham) are well represented. Writers 
of wider reputation—J. B. Priestley, Phyllis Bentley, Malachi Whitaker—combine to 
present a good sample of northern literary richness. 


HACKENFELLER’S APE. Brigid Brophy. Hart-Davis, 9s.6d. 1953. 124 pages. 
Illustrations by Asgeir Scott. 


This little fable, witty, ruefully satirical, and often very touching, concerns two 
romantic idealists—and an ape. The chief protagonist in this minor drama of London’s 
Zoo is a professor of biology engaged in observing the mating behaviour of two 
monkeys of a near-human species, “Hackenfeller’s Apes’. An eager young scientist, 
however, has designs on the male. ‘Percy’, for whom Professor Darrelhyde has 
developed an affection and seeming understanding, is to be used as a ‘living body’ 
(whose reactions can be recorded) in a rocket to be launched into outer space. Miss 
Brophy writes so skilfully that Percy’s fate becomes a matter of import not only 
for the Professor but for the reader, too. 


EXCEPT THE LORD. Joyce Cary. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 1953. 22cm. 
288 pages. 
In Prisoner of Grace Mr. Cary told the story—from her point of view and in her 
own words—of Nina, the aristocratic wife of the Radical politician Chester Nimmo. 
In his new book he gives us—also in his own words—the story of Chester’s boyhood 
and early manhood in the Devonshire of the last century. So skilfully does Mr. Cary 
write that one is tempted to summarise the main points of his tale—Chester’s child- 
hood among the poor haunted by tuberculosis and the workhouse, his turning from 
his father’s evangelism to politics, his initiatory experiences of trade union practice 
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and industrial faction—as though they came from the biography of a real statesman. 
There are several outstanding chapters in the book, but on the whole its excellence 
is not immediately apparent. Only slowly does one begin to appreciate the unobtrusive 
art of its narrative, its truth and sincerity. 


AN AFFAIR OF LOVE. Kay Dick. Heinemann, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 199 pages. 


The author tells an intimate story with good taste and has chosen the right form for 
telling it in that the reader is made the heroine’s confidant and thus shares her 
experience. Rightly again, the cast is limited to the three persons directly concerned 
with this experience and, most appropriately, the scene is set amid the streets and cafés 
of Paris. The sights and sounds of that city are familiarly evoked and play an integral 
part in the story which, in another setting, might easily fade into sordidness. While 
confirming the author’s earlier promise, this novel branches out in a new direction 
testifying to her growing versatility and confidence. 


READINGS FROM DICKENS. Emlyn Williams. Introduction by Bernard 
Darwin. Folio Society, 15s. 1953. 224 cm. 184 pages. Lithographed portrait and 
endpapers, in colour, by Barnett Freedman. 3 black-and-white portraits. 


In his later years Charles Dickens gave a long series of public readings from his 
novels, semi-dramatised and vigorously acted by himself, which were sensationally 
popular. Mr. Emlyn Williams, a very talented playwright and actor, revived this 
success in 1951 and 1952 when, made up as Dickens, he played alone to crowded 
theatres in London and New York. All his adaptations from Dickens’s own ‘readings’ 
are given in this charmingly produced book. There are thirteen, extracted from 
Bleak House, Pickwick Papers, David Copperfield, A Tale of Two Cities, etc., varying 
much in length and mood, but all of them very entertaining, whether the reader 
knows the original novel or not. 


HORNBLOWER AND THE ATROPOS. C. S. Forester. Michael Joseph, 
128.6d. 1953. 19} cm. 302 pages. 


In the course of this exciting and swift-moving story, Hornblower, now captain of 
the twenty-two gun sloop Atropos, organises the funeral procession of Lord Nelson, 
is presented to King George, captures a French privateer in the Downs, successfully 
salvages two hundred thousand pounds in gold and silver coin from a British ship 
sunk in Turkish waters and finally, by an audacious stratagem, entices the forty-four- 
gun Spanish frigate Castilla to defeat and capture. As usual, descriptions of naval 
manoeuvres in Rutiaing and authentic detail create a vivid picture of life aboard 
a warship in the early nineteenth century. 


THE LYING DAYS. Nadine Gordimer. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 1953. 21cm. 
368 pages. 

This first novel, by the author of a much praised book of short stories (The Soft Voice 
of the Serpent), reads like an autobiography. It describes the life, from childhood to 
womanhood, of the daughter of a South African gold-mining official. She is studious 
and enquiring, inclined to interest in social questions; as she grows up she revolts 
= the bourgeois standards of her parents and takes up politics, only to accept 
‘disillusion as a beginning rather than an end’. Sensuous and picturesque, the writing 
has some of the quality found in the prose of novelists from America’s southern 
states. 
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COLLECTED STORIES. James Hanley. Macdonald, 15s. 1953. 20$ cm. 
384 pages. 

Mr. Hanley came into prominence as one of the ‘proletarian’ writers of the 1930s; 
this selection of his best stories contains some tales from this early period as well as 
more recent work. The most immediate impression made by the book is its lack of 
the dreariness so often attributed to working-class fiction. Mr. Hanley’s prose is 
lively and flexible, full of brilliant imagery and the passion of epic poetry. He is the 
story-teller of those who cannot tell their stories—the inarticulate poor of the sea 
and the land; his sympathy and imaginative power transform them into heroes of 
grand tragedy and touching comedy. 


THE DREAM AND THE DESERT. Uys Krige. Collins, 10s.6d. 1953. 
20 cm. 223 pages. 


This volume consists of short stories and a one-act play, with settings in South 
Africa, and in Libya and Italy during wartime. In the long story The Dream Mr. Krige 
deals with the apparent injustice of God and senselessness of death as they appear to a 
small boy; in the play All Roads Lead to Rome he describes the indiscriminate cruelty 
of war. Indeed, the random incidence of suffering is Mr. Krige’s theme throughout 
his writing: he presents it without sentimentality in a direct prose that makes his 
subject extremely moving. 


A SINGLE PILGRIM. Norman Lewis. Cape, 12s.6d. 1953. 20cm. 256 pages. 


If in the contemporary novel genius is hard to find, talent is abundant. Mr. Lewis's 
book is a first-class example of this plentiful kind of fiction—extremely well written, 
witty, neatly constructed, sophisticated in outlook. Its subject is the predicament of 
the European in those eastern countries where European influence is in decline; in 
this case the country is Siam and the Europeans are the staff of an English trading 
company. The characters—coloured and white—are observantly drawn and are 
set against the background of political events with well-informed skill to make 
excellent intelligent entertainment. 


ENCHANTED IN THE SUN. Giuseppe Marotta. Translated from the 
Italian by Vladimir Kean. Dobson, 9s.6d. 1953. 20} cm. 192 pages. 


These stories recall the fertile imagination of Norman Douglas in their power of seeing 
the survival of the classical pantheon in the most out-of-the-way or poverty-stricken 
scenes in the life of southern Italy. The author narrates some of the famous stories 
of Greek mythology through the mouths of the humble folk and their priests of 
Naples, coloured by their conceptions of saints, heroes and other fabulous figures. 
Of rather unequal merit, the stories are sometimes carried along by the mere 
grotesquerie of their presentation, but at their best they offer a delightful retelling of 
the legends of antiquity. 


HEIRS OF THE WIND. Michele Prisco. Translated from the Italian by Violet 
M. Macdonald. Verschoyle, 15s. 1953. 23 cm. 462 pages. 


An elaborate tale of family relationships set in a remote Italian province some twenty- 
five years ago, this novel shows an exceptional narrative power. The hero, a humbly 
born sergeant of carabinieri, not only succeeds in dominating a family of the local 
gentry, but contrives to marry each of the five daughters in turn. The author’s 
handling of this unpromising and implausible plot is a tour de force of assurance, and he 
is able to create a memorable picture of Italian rural life. 
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NINE DAYS TO MUKALLA. Frederic Prokosch. Secker & Warburg, 12s.6d. 
1953. 19 cm. 270 pages. 

An aeroplane is wrecked on an island near Arabia: its four passengers—two English 
women and two American men—set out with guides to journey to Mukalla and 
safety. This is all the ‘story’ that Mr. Prokosch provides, yet his book contains more 
substance than most ordinary novels because he is concerned with sensation rather 
than incident and the sources of sensation abound in the part of the world he 
describes. Sky, sea, desert, animal life, scents, sex, the meeting of Occidental and 
Oriental customs—these are the materials of this absorbing poetic story. 


COUSIN BAZILIO. E¢a de Queiroz. Translated from the Portuguese by Roy 
Campbell. Reinhardt, 12s.6d. 1953. 21 cm. 296 pages. 
Ega de Queiroz (1843-1900) was one of the most celebrated and controversial 
Portuguese writers of the nineteenth century. Cousin Bazilio (1878) is a comedy of 
Lisbon life. The wealthy cousin of a young and happily married woman returns 
from abroad and seduces her; she is blackmailed by her servant into doing much 
of the household work herself—a very funny situation; the young woman catches a 
chill and dies; the seducer goes unconcernedly off to seek new pleasures. It will be 
seen that, though a comedy, the book has a serious undertone: in its portrayal of 
heartless amorist and pitiful victim it teaches a moral lesson characteristic of its time. 


THE PAST MASTERS. Edith Simon. Cassell, 12s.6d. 1953. 21 cm. 270 pages. 


Miss Simon has followed her remarkable achievement in the historical novel The 
Golden Hand with a work that, if not reaching to the same heights, is nevertheless a 
thoughtful and well-written novel which comes to grips with some of the confusing 
issues of our own day. Moreover it is a novel of compelling realism, and anyone 
who has had experience of community life will find Miss Simon’s portrayal of the 
jealousies and hatreds engendered among a party of archaeologists living cheek by 
jowl in the wilds of Scotland devastatingly convincing. 


A SUNSET TOUCH. Howard Spring. Collins, 12s.6d. 1953. 20$cm. 
256 pages. 

Mr. Menheniot starts life as a shy, retiring bank clerk, happily absorbed in the past 
glories of his family’s history; at the close of the book, possessed of a fortune and the 
family mansion, he finds himself a wiser and sadder man. What lies in between makes 
up a powerful story of conflict between a man’s private, imaginary world and the 
rude realities of the world surrounding him. The rugged Cornish countryside provides 
a fitting setting for this tale of contrasts, which tempers sentiment and sympathetic 
understanding with a touch of melodrama and which, incidentally, contains some 
first-rate portraits of supporting characters. 


THE GOODLY SEED. John Wyllie. Secker & Warburg, 12s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
222 pages. 

The scene of this first novel is a Japanese prisoner of war camp near Singapore which 
has as camp commandant an Englishman whose character has impressed the Japanese 
no less than the strange assortment of prisoners under his control. He contracts a fatal 
disease and the central interest is in the struggle for succession which causes intrigues, 
jealousies, and conflicts of temperament as well as unexpected loyalty and self- 
effacement. In this moving story, characterised by a fine feeling for words and a 
pleasing restraint, the author reveals imaginative insight and a knowledge of human 
nature not confined to its lower reaches. 
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Crime, Detection and Mystery 
A POCKET FULL OF RYE. Agatha Christie. Collins, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
192 pages. 

While nearly all the leading literary exponents of crime are women writers, their 
detectives are nearly all men, but Agatha Christie has gone some way towards 
redressing the balance with her Miss Marple, whose little grey cells function as 
efficiently as Hercule Poirot’s. In this new novel, as clever and well-written as usual, 
a Chief Inspector of Police takes competent charge of the case when a rich financier 
dies suddenly in his city office and two further murders are committed at the financier’s 
luxurious country house, but Miss Marple has to come to the rescue. She knits her 
way quietly through the complicated plot until she has triumphantly unraveled it. 


Reprints 
THE LIFE AND DEATH OF THE MAYOR OF CASTERBRIDGE. 
A Story of a Man of Character. Thomas Hardy. Pan Books, 2s. 1953. 18 cm. 
272 pages. Paper covers. 
First published in 1886 and generally accepted as among the greatest of Hardy’s 
Wessex novels, this is the story of the mayor of Casterbridge who, as a young man, 
in a drunken stupor, sold his wife to another at a country fair, thus setting in motion 
the train of tragic events which led first to his apparent prosperity and success but 
inevitably thereafter—largely as the result of fatal flaws in his own character— 
to ruin and utter degradation for himself and to sorrow and undeserved suffering 
for those whose lives fate linked with his. 


THE YOUNG KING and Other Stories. Oscar Wilde. Folio Society, 18s. 1953. 

25$ cm. 156 pages. 20 wood engravings in colour by John Gaastra. 
Oscar Wilde himself thought highly of his fairy tales, ranking ‘The Young King’ 
and “The Birthday of the Infanta’ among the best of his writings. Certainly they 
reveal to the full his inventive fancy and his skill in the making of jewelled phrases, 
with an unexpected quality of delicate innocence, and they have kept their popularity, 
having been reprinted frequently since they were first collected in The Happy Prince 
and Other Tales (1888) and A House of Pomegranates (1891). This new edition, which 
is complete, is greatly enhanced by Mr. Gaastra’s brilliantly coloured and fantastic 
engravings. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
LADY PORKS. Anthea Bennett. Edmund Ward (Leicester), 7s.6d. 1953. 194 cm. 

128 pages. 124 drawings by the author. 

Written and illustrated by a girl of ten, this is a story for the very young about Lady 
Porks, a wealthy and sociable pig, and how, when giving a party, she hears of Mr. 
Snuffles who wants a wife, their courtship and marriage following. The young 
artist produced all her drawings unaided and they show remarkable talent. Some 
of the animals have characteristics and expressions which, one suspects, she has 
observed and reproduced from her circle of human acquaintances! 


THE LITTLE BOYS AND THEIR BOATS. Stephen Bone and Mary 
Adshead. Dent, 10s.6d. 1953. 254m. 56 pages. Illustrations in colour and black- 
and-white. Endpaper drawing. 

Two small boys visit Iraq, Ceylon, New Guinea, Canada, Wales, Cambridge, 

Henley, a harbour and a Yachting Club, in their search for a suitable boat to take 
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them to and from their island home to the mainland. In addition to a number of 
smaller sketches, the story of their travels is interspersed with double-page excitingly 
coloured drawings illustrating rafts, canoes, coracles, punts, and other sea and river 
craft in their appropriate settings. There is quite a lot to learn here and the ‘six-to- 
nines’ will eagerly learn it this way. 


HARLEQUIN CORNER. Pamela Brown. Nelson, 8s.6d. 1953. 20$cm. 
238 pages. Coloured frontispiece and black-and-white illustrations by Marcia 
Lane Foster. 

Pamela Brown has a large following among children from ten to fourteen who demand 
a lively story connected with acting or the stage. The “Harlequin Corner’ of the title 
is a theatrical costumier’s shop in Soho, London. Here, three children (aged between 
ten and fifteen) come to stay with their relations and immediately become involved 
in an enigmatic plot to undermine the family business. After many amusing and 
exciting adventures in the neighbourhood and further afield, they succeed in dis- 
covering who the mysterious enemies are. Though less factual than some of its 
predecessors, Miss Brown’s tale contains much picturesque detail. 


RING OUT BOW BELLS! Cynthia Harnett. Methuen, 10s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 
224 pages. 96 drawings and endpaper map by the author. 

A story of apprentice life in London in 1415. Dickon, the hero, is apprenticed to 
Sir Richard Whittington, already three times Lord Mayor. In establishing himself 
with his fellow apprentices he is exploited by a secret organisation plotting against 
Henry V’s life. In getting Dickon out of his difficulties Whittington unmasks the 
plot. The story will appeal to children from eleven to thirteen, and the careful 
reconstruction of contemporary London and its life will interest adult readers. 


DETECTIVES IN WALES. Jean Henson. Faber, 9s.6d. 1953. 21 cm. 206 pages. 
Illustrations by Richard Kennedy. 

This pleasant, if rather rambling, story tells of the further adventures of the four 
Holloway children who, whether in the English countryside or in France, always 
run into a mystery to be solved. Their adventures centre round an abandoned retriever 
puppy and the activities of an unpleasant gentleman who keeps a pet shop and is 
engaged, among other things, in trapping goldfinches. There is plenty of lively 
conversation and cnough incident to amuse children from ten to thirteen—especially 
animal lovers. 


MOOMIN, MYMBLE AND LITTLE MY. Tove Jansson. Translated from 
the Finnish. Benn, 8s.6d. 1953. 284m. 24 pages. Coloured illustrations by the 
author. 

The talented Finnish writer who created the fantasy world of Moominland for 

children who could read for themselves has here produced an ingenious picture book 

for the nursery. The text, in rhyming couplets, relates the several little adventures of a 

young Moomin (a charming imaginary beast), who strays from his home and gets 

involved in a search for a little troll called My. Each boldly illustrated incident leads 
on to the next—for the picture has a piece cut out of it that reveals something of what 
is to follow. 


TALES OF THE NORSE GODS AND HEROES. Retold by Barbara 
Leonie Picard. Oxford University Press, 12s.6d. 1953. 21 cm. 324 pages. Illustrations 
by Kiddell-Monroe. List of names. Pronunciation note. 

The first part of the book consists of twenty tales of the Norse gods. It includes the 

legends of the creation and the end of the world, the rivalry of the gods with one 
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another, their dealings with men, and fights against the giants. Young readers will be 
interested to read more about Thor, Balder and Loki, of whom they have read in 
other books. The second part consists of five stories of heroes, and includes the famous 
story of the Volsungs, and another which touches the historical King Olaf Tryggvason. 
Told in a clear direct style, the stories will appeal to children from nine to twelve. 


Non-Fiction 
ELIZABETH FRY. Kitty Barne. Methuen, 9s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 206 pages. 
Illustrations by Ruth Gervis. (Story Biographies) 


This life of the great prison reformer (see below) was first published as a Puffin Story 
Book in 1950. It now appears in a more sturdy form, with the addition of illustrations. 
This excellently written book should appeal to children from thirteen onwards. 


EVERYDAY LIFE IN NEW TESTAMENT TIMES. A. C. Bouquet. 
Batsford, 15s. 1953. 224 cm. 256 pages. 102 illustrations (including plates, map and 
plans, and drawings in text by Marjorie Quennell). Index. 

This entertaining and instructive volume, admirably illustrated, describes the lives 

of ordinary people in Palestine and the Eastern Mediterranean at the beginning of 

the Christian era. We are given a vivid picture of their homes, roads, education, 
commerce, amusements, medical and surgical remedies, worship, everyday con- 
versation and thought. The writer hopes that young folk in youth clubs and sixth 
forms for whom the book is specially intended will see that the world into which 
Christ came is in many ways like our own and that its basic needs are unchanged. 


CHARLES DARWIN AND HIS PROBLEMS. Evelyn Cheesman. Bell, 


gs.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 176 pages. Frontispiece map and 8 illustrations by Geoffrey 
Whittam. Index. 


Miss Cheesman usually writes about insects and the tropics (she was formerly 
Curator of Insects at the London Zoo), but here she has changed her subject and her 
audience. This story of how Darwin’s interest in natural history grew to dominate 
his whole life and incidentally brought him great fame will encourage many naturalist 
readers in their early teens. The importance of the Beagle voyage is given due weight 
(four of the nine chapters are devoted to it), but the stories of his early struggles to 
become a naturalist and of his lifelong labours to base the Origin of Species on an 
overwhelming foundation of facts are nearly as exciting. The fierce discussions of the 
learned world about evolution are well depicted. 


TALES FROM THE BALLET. Pigeon Crowle. Faber, 12s.6d. 1953. 22 cm. 


152 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 27 photographs. Drawings by Francis Gower. 
Index, 


Miss Crowle has chosen the four most familiar nineteenth century classics, Giselle, 
Coppélia, Le Lac des Cygnes and The Sleeping Beauty, and six briefer twentieth century 
works by Fokine, Massine, Ashton and Cranko. With the two Sadler’s Wells 
companies’ productions of them clearly in her mind’s eye, she has most admirably 
translated them into story form, and, by exact rendering of mood and atmosphere, 
and a careful following of the musical and choreographic patterns, has contrived to 
preserve remarkably well their stage effect. The photographs and the sketches, lively 
rather than elegant, serve their purpose well. A prologue outlines the historical 
background and the meaning of technical terms, and there is a brief account of the 
creator and the production of each ballet. For children of ten and over. 
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THE YOUNG TRAVELLER IN SCOTLAND. lan Finley. Phoenix House, 
8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 156 pages. 27 illustrations. Map. Index. (Young Traveller) 

Two children join their uncle and their cousin, who live in Edinburgh, for a holiday 
which becomes a tour of Scotland embracing the country’s history, literature and 
lore, and the ways in which Scotsmen earn their living, from coal-mining 
and engineering to fishing and farming. The easy conversational exchanges between 
the children and their uncle provide opportunity for working in many amusing 
scraps of information. The book is an admirable addition to this series of introductions 
to the countries of the world intended for young readers of twelve to sixteen but of 
interest to a much wider audience. The excellent pictures properly support the text. 


COMMONWEALTH AND EMPIRE ANNUAL, 1954. Edited by 
P. R. Gawthorn. Gawthorn Press, 15s. 1953. 254 cm. 320 pages. Photographs and 
other illustrations in colour and black and white. 

The new edition of this attractive annual maintains the policy of combining stories 

with lavishly illustrated articles on colonial and imperial subjects. Particularly notable 

among the latter are an account of the dockyards and fortresses of the Caribbean by 

A. W. Acworth and descriptions of St. Helena and Aden, while there are numerous 

shorter articles and single illustrations of varied interest. 


THE SKY AND HEAVENS. Peter Hood. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1953. 
ObIl.18} cm. 31 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). Paper covers. (Puffin Picture 


Books) 


A simple and brief introduction to what may be observed in the heavens for children 
from eleven onwards. It explains how and where to look for stars and has something 
to say about other celestial phenomena and also about telescopes. There are useful 
charts of the heavens and many other illustrations. 


THE LAND OF THE RED DRAGON. and edition, revised. University oj 
Wales Press (Cardiff), Guides edition 10s.6d.; School edition 8s.6d. 1953. 294 cm. 
96 pages. Numerous illustrations. Songs. Bibliography. 

This book has been published under the aegis of the Girl Guides Association, primarily 

with a view to acquainting its young members in the Principality with the scenic 

beauty, the ancient traditions and the literary heritage of their own country. A 

secondary, and equally commendable, object is to circulate it throughout foreign 

countries, where there are ramifications of the Association, as a message of goodwill 
and friendship from Wales. The selection of contributors has been felicitous, and they 
have presented a variegated picture of Welsh life and culture, as expressed in music, 
crafts, language, drama and legends. The book was first published in 1950 as The 
Welsh Gift Book. 


A MESSAGE ROUND THE WORLD. Marie Neurath. Parrish, 7s.6d. 
cloth; 6s. boards. 1953. 22 cm. 36 pages. Illustrations in colour. 


Sixteen items of information about communications for scientifically minded children 
from nine to twelve. Various aspects of telegraphy, cables, wireless and even television 
are clearly illustrated by lively pictorial diagrams. 


HOW’S YOUR PET: L. Hugh Newman. Phoenix House, 10s.6d. 1953. 21 cm. 
192 pages. 48 photograplis. Index. 

This book contains a chapter on insects as pets, as we should expect from the owner 

of a butterfly farm, but other chapters range over the possible animals that qualify 
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as pets: rabbits, cavies, birds, freshwater creatures, cats and dogs, and | pres Children 
between eight and twelve will find most of their questions answered about housing, 
feeding and cleaning, as well as nursing the sick, and in addition they will learn 
many facts about their pets. A useful section at the end deals with methods of taming 
and keeping wild birds and beasts, with emphasis on how much can be achieved 
without caging them. 


THE PRISONERS’ FRIEND. The Story of Elizabeth Fry. Patrick Pringle. 
Harrap, 7s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 144 pages. 20 photographs. 


Here, very simply told as befits a ‘plain’ Quaker, is the story of Elizabeth Fry 
(1780-1845), the bare outline of her childhood and private life as wife and mother 
of eleven children and a necessarily brief account of her courageous penetration into 
Newgate prison, London, and of the reforms she instituted there and elsewhere. By 
showing Authority that her seemingly idealistic schemes were in actual practice not 
only workable but successful, this unassuming but indomitable woman transformed 
conditions in prisons throughout Britain and overseas and has in succeeding generations 
inspired countless reformers in every field of social endeavour. For young people 
from fourteen upwards. 


CAPTAIN SMITH AND POCAHONTAS. J. M. Scott. Methuen, 9s.6d. 
1953. 19 cm. 186 pages. Illustrations by Patricia Lambe. Endpaper maps. (Story 
Biographies) 

John Smith (1580-1631), soldier and colonist, led an almost incredibly adventurous 

life. After knocking about Europe, in 1606 he sailed with a band of emigrants for 

Chesapeake Bay, and was concerned in the founding of Jamestown. He was captured 

by hostile Indians, but his life was saved by the girl Pocahontas, daughter of the chief, 

and between them arose a friendship that was to affect the lives of both. In 1608 

Smith was made President of Virginia. The story of his numerous exploits and 

explorations is suitably told to appeal to boys from ten onwards. 


THE FABER BOOK OF CHILDREN’S VERSE. Compiled by Janet 
Adam Smith. Faber, 12s.6d. 1953. 21 cm. 412 pages. Index. 


Miss Adam Smith carries on the high tradition of the Faber Books of Verse. With 
great discrimination she ranges widely over English poetry, old and new, ballads 
and nursery rhymes, including also some American verse, and translations, and 
grouping the material into broad subjects. She has made this collection with children 
varying in ages from eight to fourteen in view, and indeed it appears that all the 
pieces have been appreciated by some child at some time or another. Many of 
the poems included may not, the compiler is aware, be fully understood by a 
child, but should be acceptable to him, nevertheless. It is best to regard this work, 
which is full of treasures, as a gateway to imaginative understanding—it will last 
the receptive young reader long beyond his schooldays. 
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